Ali Mahdi urges reconciliation fe»n« 

MOGADISHU (R) — Somali faction leader Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad on Wednesday caDed for U.N.-sponsored reconciliation talks 
» ‘l » impose in his broken Horn of Africa 

“Kratoy- ™ Ah Mahdi said the worid body, which has tried but 
Med in the past to unite rival factions in Somalia, should come in 
as Somahs were now ready for peace. “The U.N. should fulfil the 
second chance of bolding a national reconciliation conference for 
Sogg jj*’ Mid Mr. Ali Mahdi, who also lays claim to the Somali 
presidency. “Somalis are now ready for the convening of a 
national reconciliation conference with the support of the United 
Nations, he told reporters. Mr. All Mahdi was speaking a day 
after the U.N. Security Council studied a report on Somalia 
conqiiled by Secretary-General Boutros Ghali. The report said the 
political situation in Somalia bad been dominated by a “debilitat- 
ing stalemate for almost two years ” since faction leaders failed to 
honour an agreement to convene an all-inclusive national recon- 
ciliation conference and form a government by May 1994, 
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Israel demolishes West Bank homes : 

YATTA (R) — Israel on Wednesday began bulldozing seven 
Palestinian buildings in the West Bank it said were built illegally, a 
spokesman for the civil administration that manages part of the 
area said. “Today the civil administration will cany out the seven 
demolition orders of illegal buildings in the Yatta area which are 
on a main road under Israeli jurisdiction,*' said Second Lieutenant 
Peter Leraer. Palestinians said home-owners were asked to i 
evacuate their homes just one hour before Israeli forces arrived 
and began wrecking them. U. Lemer said the owners were 
notified well in advance and had time to appeal the orders. Yatta is 
under Palestinian control. Israel is to leave most of the nearby 
town of Hebron soon, and the area where the houses were being 
demolished is under joint administration. Israeli troops shot and 
seriously wounded a Palestinian protesting on Wednesday against 
Israel’s confiscation of West Bank land for a fence around a Jewish 
settlement, witnesses said. They said Nadir Abu Hamdah was 
taken to hospital with a gunshot wound in his head. 
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Bahrain restricts 
overseas calls 


MANAMA (AFP) — The 
authorities have blocked the 
possibility of making over 
seas calls from public tele- 
phone booths in Bahrain, an 
official said Wednesday. 
Asked if the measure was 
taken for security reasons 
during a new wave of political 
unrest in the archipelago, the 
official replied only: “It's foi 
administrative reasons." The 
official who asked not to be 
named did not say how long 
the measure, which took 
effect on Tuesday, would re 
main in place. I: was still 
possible, however, to make 
international calls from 
offices and homes. 


Iran accuses U.S. 
of false charge 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has 
accused the United States of 
helping to fabricate and dis- 
tribute counterfeit Iranian 
notes, the official IRNA 
news agency said Wednes- 
day. The Iranian permanent 
mission at the United Nations 
issued a statement Tuesday 
also “categorically’' denying 
a recent report by the U.S. 
television network ABC im- 
plicating Iran in the fabrica- 
tion of fake dollar bills. Such 
accusations, repeatedly made 
: by the U.S. against Iran since 
1992,” are all the more 
absurd as Iran is itself a vic- 
tim of the circulation” of 
counterfeit money, it said, 
adding that fake 10,000 rial 
(£3.3) Iranian bills had been 
distributed in Iran. It was the 
first time an Iranian official 
acknowledged the existene of 
fake notes in Iran. 


Polish PM quits 

WARSAW (AFP) — Polish 
Prime Minister Jozef Oleksy 
announced his resignation 
Wednesday after a military 
court said it would probe 
allegations he spied for Mos- 
cow. Mr. Oleksy, a former 
communist, announced his 
resignation during a televised 
speech. Cells for him to step 
down have mounted since an 
ally of former President Lech 
Walesa charged last month 
that Mr. Oteksy passed state 
secrets to Moscow through 
two KGB agents stationed in 
Warsaw in the 1980s and 
early 1990s. Mr. Oleksy has 
admitted having contacts 
with the men but vehemently 
denies having engaged in 
espionage. 

Lifting of Serb 
sanctions delayed 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. sanctions specifically 
targeting Bosnian Serbs will- 
not immediately be lifted, 
western diplomats said 
Wednesday. Diplomats said 
that consensus was reached at 
a meeting of the Contact 
Group for the former Yugos- 
lavia comprised of repre- 
sentatives from Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and the United States. Italy 
also participated in Wednes- 
day’s discussion. The sanc- 
tions should have been lifted 
automatically at the notifica- 
tion Tuesday night by NATO 
Secretary General Javier 
Solana that all sides had 
"complied with the require- 
ment to withdraw their forces 
from the zones of separa- 
tion." But the Security Coun- 
cil asked for clarifications ab- 
out whether Mr. Solan , refer- 
ence to the zones of separa- 
tion was related to the cease- 
fire or the withdrawal from 
all occupied zones. 

Fatma Rushdi dies 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian 
actress Fatma Rushdi, a 

E oneer of the Arab stage 
lown as "the Sarah Bera- 
dardht of the East," died in 
Cairo at the age of 88 on j 
Tuesday, the daily Al Ah ram , 
reported. Rushdi, who began 
performing at the age of nine, 
worked in Egypt’s greatest 
acting ensembles from the 
192Gs to 40s, including those 
°f die early Arab theatre 
giants Yousef Wahbi and 
Nagib Al Rihani. She then 
became the first woman to 
°pen her own theatre troupe, 
alongside her actor-director 
husband Aziz Eid. 


Syria, Israel resume 
peace talks at Wye 

Experts join negotiations focusing on Golan 
security arrangements amid fresh optimism 


King Hussein 
hosts iftar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday hosted an iftar 
at the Sports City in honour 
of members of both Houses 
of Parliament, Cabinet 
members, senior govern- 
ment officials, representa- 
tives of the media, the 
mayor of Amman, heads of 
professional associations, 
secretaries of political par- 
ries, Christian and Muslim 
clergymen, writers and 
heads of diplomatic mis- 
sions. 

Artending the banquet 
with the King were His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah 
Ben Al Hussein, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, Royal Court Chief 
Marwan Ai Qasem, His 
Royal Highness Prince 



Ghazi Ben Mohammad and 
the King's advisors. 

Before the banquet the 


King and the guests 
attended the evening 
prayers and exchanged 


good wishes on the occa- 
sion of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 


Iraq wants oil talks away from U.S. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Israeli and Syrian diplo- 
mats and military officers re- 
sumed peace talks in rural 
Maryland near Washington 
on Wednesday, the State De- 
partment said. 

Department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said five 
negotiators from each side, 
including two Syrian and two 
Israeli military officers, had 
begun talks at a secluded 
conference centre at the Wye 
Plantation about an hour's 
drive from Washington. He 
said the talks were expected 
to continue through Friday 
and resume on Monday for a 
few days next week. 

“The United States hopes 
for very serious, productive 
and comprehensive discus- 
sions on all the issues that are 
currently separating Syria 
and Israel." Mr. Bums said. 
“As Secretary (of State War- 
ren) Christopher has said a 
couple of times this week, we 
are hoping for progress in this 
round of talks.” 

The talks, the third face-to- 
face encounter between 
Israeli and Syrian officials at 
the U.S. East Coast, were to 
set the tone for a high-profile 
mediation mission to the re- 
gion by Mr. Christopher next 
month. 

But Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Ehud Barak, who heads 
the Israeli delegation, sound- 


EREZ CROSSING (Agen- 
cies) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon PeTes 
disagreed over the creation of 
a Palestinian state at talks 
here Wednesday, their first 
since self-rule elections. 

Mr. Arafat said, “I hope 
we will have this independent 
state very soon," comment- 
ing that it was "my right to 
dream and to think.” 

But Mr. Peres retorted: 
“The difference between a 
dream and an agreement is 
that a dream can be one- 
sided. For an agreement you 
need two sides." 

Negotiations on the final 
status of the Palestinian terri- 
tories are scheduled to begin 
in May. 

Mr. Arafat told the joint 
news conference: “Every side 
has the right to put his 
dreams and thoughts on the 
table." 

Enjoying a new legitimacy 
since his overwhelming elec- 
tion Saturday as the first 
Palestinian president. Mr. 
Arafat had predicted before 
the meeting that an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state could 
be created within a year to 18 
months. 

He also said that the self- 
rule elections showed that the 


ed a pessimistic note ahead of 
the negotiations, saying in a 
television interview that the 
exploratory talks remained 
riddled with hurdles and 
complications. 

“I see obstacles on any 
given aspect of it," Mr. 
Barak told NBC television. 

He reiterated that Israel 
wanted to discuss security 
guarantees that would follow 
an eventual pullout of its 
troops from the Golan 
Heights. 

That position put Israel at 
odds with Syria, which is 
demanding that talks focus 
on a precise timetable for the 
return of the Golan Heights 
to Syria. 

“I think the most impor- 
tant (issues) are the security 
arrangements, especially the 
kind of arrangements against 
suiprise attack,” Mr. Barak 
said. "We need surprise 
artack to become practically 
impossible," he added. 

The ruling Syrian newspap- 
er Al Baath earlier this week 
charged Israel wanted to deal 
with "subjects which are not 
linked directly to the heart" 
of the conflict. 

Further complicating the 
peace initiative was discus- 
sion in Israel about early 
elections, a prospect that 
U.S. officials fear could con- 
siderably tone down Israel’s 
resolve to seek a peace agree- 


Palestinians are “looking 
strongly to strengthen more 
and more the peace process." 

“They were not only voting 
for us as a person but they 
were voting for the peace 
process,” Mr. Arafat said. 

In a sign of improving rela- 
tions, Mr. Peres said that 
Israel would allow 3,000 
more Palestinians from the 
Hebron area on the West 
Bank to work within its terri- 
tory. 

“We have raised the num- 
ber of permits for workers to 
come from Gaza and West 
Bank." he said. "We have 
learned that Arabs and Jews 
can live together.” 

Mr. Peres also congratu- 
lated Mr. Arafat on his 
“great success" by being 
elected with such a large 
majority. 

“The great majority of the 
Palestinians support the 
peace and the peace pro- 
cess." the Israeli prime minis- 
ter said. “It was a real verdict 
of peace on the Palestinian 
side.” 

Mr. Arafat campaigned for 
election promising Palesti- 
nian voters he would lead 
them to independence. In 
Saturday's polls. Palestinians 
also chose an 88-member leg- 
islative council dominated by 


ment with Syria this year. 

Israeli elections are set for 
Oct. 29 but are expected ro 
be brought forward to June 4 
as polls show Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres could win vic- 
tory. 

Spokesman Burns said 
Tuesday that U.S. officials 
“assume that past a certain 
point this year, it will be 
difficult, because of the 
(Israeli and American) elec- 
tions. to maintain a normal 
set of negotiations. Tliat's 
why we hope for progress ... 
beginning right now." 

The United States “will not 
force either side into a deal. 
If there is going to be an 
agreement, it's because Syria 
and Israel want there to be an 
agreement. And we will just 
try to help along the way." 

The U.S. administration is 
hoping to add a peace agree- 
ment between Israel and 
Syria to its list of diplomatic, 
successes that have included- 
Bosnia and Haiti as President 
Bill Clinton vies for reelec- 
tion in November. 

The peace talks were set 
against the backdrop of what 
is widely viewed as an ambi- 
tious Israeli agenda for peace 
with Syria, which, along with 
Lebanon, could lead to a 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East for the first rime 

(Continued on page 12) 


Mr. Arafat's Fateh move- 
ment. 

Mr. Arafat said the final 
status negotiations "will be- 
gin very soon" and did not 
need to wait for a May dead- 
line set out in Israel- 
Palestinian peace agree- 
ments. 

He said informal discus- 
sions had in fact already be- 
gun with Israel on the agenda 
for the final status talks. 

"There are contacts with 
the Israelis to establish an 
agenda which will notably in- 
clude the question of Jeru- 
salem. refugees, Jewish set- 
tlements and borders." he 
said. 

Mr. Peres has never offi- 
cially admitted the principle 
of Palestinian independence, 
although Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid said this week 
that Saturday's elections had 
created “a de facto Pales tf- 
nian state." 

Mr. Peres insists that final- 
status talks can begin only 
once the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) removes 
clauses in its charter referring 
to the destruction of Israel. 

“The Palestinian (Nation- 
al) Authority must cancel this 
charter without wavering as it 

(Continued on page 12) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq would like its talks with 
the United Nations on selling 
limited amounts of oil to be 
held outside the United 
States, diplomats in Baghdad 
said on Wednesday. 

They said Iraq wanted the - 
talks conducted away from 
the clamour of international 
media and direct U.S. super- 
vision. 

"They are for Geneva or 
any other place outside 
America and Britain. They 
have made that clear to the 
U.N. secretary-general but 
have also said it was not a 
condition for the talks to 
start.” said one diplomat. 

He said Iraq was still suspi- 
cious of both Washington and 
London and feared they 
would try to torpedo the talks 
and blame the Iraqi govern- 
ment for the suffering of its 
population. 

“But this does not mean 
that they would not go if the 
secretary-general asked them 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Wednesday's 
session of the Lower House 
of Parliament was characte- 
rised by hot outbursts, tense 
debates and fiery exchanges 
of accusations. 

Apart from the unpre- 
cedented exchange of accusa- 
tions between Deputy Tou- 
jan Faisal and the govern- 
ment (see separate story), the 
session witnessed a heated 
discussion between House 
Speaker Saad Hayel Srour 
and Islamist Deputy Abdul 
Munem Abu Zam as well as 
the resignation of the chair- 
man and several members of 
the House's Law Committee. 

Mr. Srour fiercely shielded 
himself against accusations of 
unfair treatment of fellow de- 
puties levelled by Sheikh 
Abu Zant. 

“We never knew you 
acting as an umbrella for 
injustice, and I only intend — 
through these words — to 


to come to New York," he 
said. 

Iraq's team was waiting 
word from Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali, who had 
worked hard to persuade 
Baghdad to come to the 
negotiating table. 

Iraq has accepted a U.N. 
invitation to enter talks on an 
offer that would allow it oil 
sales worth $2 billion over six 
months to pay for urgent 
humanitarian needs for its 
sanctions-hit people. 

The diplomats said both 
Iraq's oil and foreign affairs 
ministries were preparing 
themselves for a new stage in 
which Baghdad was trying to 
re-establish itself as a force in 
international oil markets. 

“There is optimism every- 
where from the ordinary per- 
son on the streets of Baghdad 
to the highest echelons in the 
leadership," another diplo- 
mat said. 

But he added that some 


protect you from the torment 
of hell," said Sheikh Abu 
Zant, following a discussion 
of Article 104 of the House's 
byelaw which empowers the 
speaker to interrupt and stop 
speakers under the dome in 
specified cases. 

Mr. Srour replied to Mr. 
Abu Zant: “You cannot 
appoint yourself as the one 
who protects people from or 
sends them to hell. This is 
only done by God." 

“None of us should claim 
monopolising wisdom; We 
too know the Holy Koran 
and know religion too well." 
Mr. Srour said. 

Also on Wednesday, the 
chairman of the Law Com- 
mittee and several of its 
members said they were res- 
igning after differences in 
views among them over one 
of the committee's recent de- 
cisions surfaced during 
House discussions. 

Deputies Abdul Baqi Jam- 
mo and Abdul Raouf AI 
Rawabdeh — who is also 


circles in Iraq were still treat- 
ing the subject with cautious 
optimism. 

Another diplomat said Ira- 
qis were also relying on 
Egypt in addition to France 
and Russia for a favourable 
hearing of some of their de- 
mands. 

The news on the possible 
talks has hit the value of the 
U.S. dollar in Iraq. On 
Wednesday it dived to 1,000 
to the dinar from 3.000 ear- 
lier this month, forcing down 
prices in Baghdad's markets. 

Elections set 

Iraq will hold its first leg- 
islative elections since 1989 
on March 24, the official 
news agency INA said 
Wednesday. 

President Saddam Hussein 
first announced he would 
hold elections for the 250- 
seat parliament after a pres- 
idential referendum last 
October which swept him to 


deputy prime minister and 
education minister — said 
they were quitting the com- 
mittee because of the incon- 
sistency in the positions of 
some of the committee's 
members. 

The committee's chairman, 
Abdul Karim Dughmi, 
announced then that he was 
resigning for the same 
reason, saying: “I see that the 
committee’s decisions have 
no committee members to 
support them under the 
dome. I really wonder why 
some of the members support 
such decisions in the commit- 
tee meetings and then change 
their minds under the dome. 
.. I declare that I am res- 
igning as chairman and mem- 
ber in the committee and 
declare that I will never join 
it." 

Mr. Srour intervened in an 
attempt to calm things down, 
urging the committee mem- 
bers to meet and to agree not 
to oppose committee deci- 
sions during floor debates. 


another seven years in power 
with 99.96 per cent of the 
vote. 

The elections, the first 
since April 1989, will not 
involve Kurdish- 
administered northern Iraq, 
where four million of Iraq’s 
18 million inhabitants live, 
according to a decree issued 
by Hussein. 

He said he had derided to 
“postpone the elections in 
the autonomous region of 
Kurdistan until a return to 
normal" in the north, which 
has been controlled by Iraqi 
Kurds in defiance of Baghdad 
since the aftermath of the 
1991 Gulf war. 

The poll will be supervised 
by Ezzat Ibrahim, the vice 
chairman of Iraq's highest 
ruling body, the Revolution- 
ary Command Council. 

AH Iraqis aged 18 and over 
are eligible to vote. Candi- 
dates must be at least 25 
years old. 


The House also heard 
proposals by several deputies 
and replies by ministers to 
deputies' queries. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Al Kabariti said Jor- 
dan did not deport Iranian 
diplomat Saeed Al Batini but 
had declared him persona 
non grata. 

Replying to a question by 
Islamist Deputy Theeb 
Abdullah, Mr. Kabariti said 
the incident “does not con-, 
travene Jordan's sincere de- 
sire to have excellent rela- 
tions with all counrires of the 
world, including Islamic 
ones, on the basis of mutual 
respect 

Deputy Abdullah coun- 
tered by saying that Mr. Bati- 
ni’s tenure in Jordan had 
ended and he was about to 
leave without being asked to. 

“He could have left with- 
out having all that commo- 
tion that undermines rela- 
tions with Islamic countries, 
including Iran," said Mr. 
Abdullah. 


Arafat, Peres disagree on 
Palestinian independence 


Heated exchanges, resignation in House 


Toujan Faisal, government in tussle over video camera 

chandise." 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Wednesday's 
Lower House of Parliament 
session witnessed a heated 
debate between the govern- 
ment and Deputy Toujan 
Faisal over an incident at the 
Queen Alia International 
Airport where customs offic- 
ers were said to have asked 
Ms. Faisal to comply with 
regulations and pay for the 
video camera that was found 
in her luggage upon her arriv- 
al from a trip to the United 
States. 

Ms. Faisal, who main- 
tained that the camera had 
been with her before she left 
Jordan, accused the govern- 
ment during the session of 
being “smugglers." 

“Those who conduct smug- 
gling are members of the 
government and the prime 


minister...,” she asserted. 

“I also accuse the finance 
minister, Mr. Basel Jar- 
daneh, of colluding in fabri- 
cating a smuggling charge 
against me, a people's depu- 
ty," said Ms. Faisal. 

In reply. Deputy Prime' 
Minister Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh said: “Ms. Faisal 
claims that the government 
was trying to fabricate a 
smuggling charge against her 
but the government by no 
means resorts to such prac- 
tices." 

“Is it reasonable for any 
one to fabricate charges 
against people and confine 
the charge to a mere case of 
asking them to pay customs 
duty? I will leave this matter 
and the question of fabricat- 
ing charges to the common 
sense of the House mem- 
bers," said Mr. Rawabdeh. 

According to the govern- 


ment version, airport cus- 
toms officers X-rayed Ms. 
Faisal's luggage as a normal 
procedure and discovered the 
video camera. 

The officials promptly 
closed the suitcase and asked 
for its owner to account for 
the camera. Ms. Faisal told 
the officials that -the camera 
was with her all the time since 
she left Amman for the U.S. 
and was not being introduced 
into the country. 

Ms. Faisal claimed during 
Wednesday's session that the 
customs officers had opened 
the suitcase and stolen from it 
a golden necklace and a ring 
before reached the luggage ; 
ramp. 

"This happened in my abs- 
ence, and then they called for 
me and said that I should pay 
customs duty for the camera 
and that otherwise it would 
be considered smuggled mer- 


Mr. Rawabdeh countered: 
“Our refraining from re- 
plying to the slanderous 
charges was not of weakness 
or cowardice, but rather in 
true commitment to Arab 
and Islamic ethics and our 
respect for the council and 
the Jordanian people and our 
belief in democracy. But we 
will refer the matter to the 
law which will be the judge." 

"Ms. Faisal was accorded 
the normal procedures and 
was admitted to the VIP 
lounge while a driver was 
following up the luggage pro- 
cedures with the customs 
officers," he said. 

"After the camera was 
found, the customs officer in 
charge called Ms. Faisal to 
the counter, but Ms. Faisal 
started yelling at the officers, 
calling them smugglers, and 
facilitating 'smuggling' opera- 


tions conducted by their su- 
periors." 

“For levelling false accusa- 
tions at the government, Ms. 
Faisal will be sued in court 
and the customs officers re- 
serve the right to demand an 
apology," said the minister. 

“Ms, Faisal levelled threats 
against the customs director 
and he demanded from the 
House members help put an 
end to such excesses," he 
added. 

“While at the office of the 
House's speaker, Ms. Faisal 
threatened to ‘expose’ the 
government in the foreign 
media. We strongly condemn 
such behaviour coming from 
a people's deputy who is sup- 
posed to protect the national 
interests," added Mr. 
Rawabdeh. 

“Our silence vis-a-vis per- 
sonally offensive remarks 



Abdul Raouf Rawabeh 

which have often been repe- 
ated does not mean that we 
will remain silent in the face- 
of an offence to the nation 
and our reply will be within 
the jurisdiction of the law.” 
he said. 



Toujan Faisal 


Addressing the House ia- 
ter, to. Faisal demanded an 
official apology for, what she 
said was the damage caused 
to her and she cursed the 
government, levelled accusa-* 
tions against the government. 
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Hamas assails 
election, but its 
options limited 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Islamic move- 
ment Hamas accused Yasser 
Arafat Wednesday of wide- 
spread fraud in last 
weekend's Palestinian elec- 
tins. but leading militants 
admitted they have to adjust 
to the “new ’reality” created 
by the polls. 

Hamas threatened with 
marginalisation by its boycott 
of Saturday's polls which 
failed miserably, accused Mr. ' 
Arafat and his Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
“of interfering in the whole . 
election process." 

In a statement distributed 
in the Palestinian territories, 
Hamas said supporters of Mr. 
Arafat and his Fateh move- 
ment had waged a campaign 
of “harrassing independent- 
candidates, arresting some 
candidates and terrorising 
people... to vote-fonpedfic 
candidates.” 

Mr. Arafat was elected 
president with more than 88 
per cent of the vote while 
Fateh members and allies 
won more than 75 per cent of 
the 88 council seats.” 

“We still reject Oslo and 
all it leads to and stress our 
commitment to resistance 
against occupation." said the 
Hamas statement, referring 
to the autonomy agreement 
reached in the Norwegian 
capital between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Ha mas,- the- acronym of ‘die 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, has killed scores of 
Israelis in suicide bombings 
and other attacks designed to 
undermine the Oslo agree- 
ments. 

It joined other Islamic and 
left-wing “rejectionist” 
groups in announcing an offi- 
cial boycott of the elections. 

But at the same time 
Hamas took its precautions, 
allowing some militants to 
run in the- polls as “Islamic 
independents” — five of 
whom won council seats: . 

And despite die. militant “ 
tone of Wednesday's state- 
ment. (Jamas made dear that 
the {council .cannot be 
ignored, addressing a mes- 
sage council, if it wants to get 
Hamas' support and the peo- 
ple's support, to reject the ' 
Oslo agreements and work to 
scupper them.” 

“The elections will leave 
their effect on everybody,” 
said Jamil Hamami, a leading 
Hamas militant on the West 
Bank. 

“We will continue to par- 


ticipate in building a home- 
land and a state.” he said. 

“However, we must also 
adjust to the new reality cre- 
ated by the elections.” he 
said, adding. “I believe the 
-Islamic movement is dynamic 
enough to cope with the new 
situation.” ' 

— Hamas officials said their 
next priority will be prepar- 
ing for municipal polls ex- 
pected to be held in the 
Palestinian territories before 
this summer. 

The movement is firmly 
_ implanted in many communi- 
ties, where it runs a network 
of community and social 
organisations alongside its re- 
ligious schools, and is hoping 
to do well in the local vote. 

Hamas members had a re- 
spectable showing for exam- 
ple in chamber of commerce 
elections held in 1992, win- 
ning seats in the West Bank 
towns of Hebron and 
Ramallah. 

An exit poll conducted 
Saturday by the Independent 
Centre for Palestine Re- 
search and Studies .said 
Hamas supporters repre- 
. rented seven per cent of the 
voters. It estimates total 
Hamas support at about 35 
per cent of the population on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The major question mark 
hanging over the future of 
Hamas is whether it will re- 
sume its campaign of anti- 
Israeli attacks. 

Hamas leaders vowed to 
avenge the Jan. 5 assassina- 
tion by presumed Israeli 
agents of Yahya Ayyash, 
mastermind of the earlier 
suicide bombing campaign. 
And Israeli experts say they 
expect the movement to fol- 
low through with the threat in 
some form. 

But other analysts, includ- 
ing Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, play down the 
danger, stressing that the 
main victim of any renewed 
^attacks would be the peace, 
process and Mr. Arafat's own 


fledgling new - government. 

. Mr. Peres expressed confi- . 
dence Monday that Mr. Ara- 
fat's security forces have 
been and can continue to 
control extremists on their 
territory. 

And Mr. Hamami indi- 
cated that the patenlial dan- 
gers of attacks to the Palesti- 
nians' own interests are 
understood by some Hamas 
elements as well. 

“Such a situation must be 
dealt with without tension.” 


Sudan 
to hold 
elections 
in March 


KHARTOUM (AFP) - 
Sudan is to hold presidential 
and parliamentary elections 
in the first two weeks of 
March, the Sudanese elector- 
al commission announced 
Tuesday. 

Commission Chairman 
Abdul Monim A1 Zein Al 
Nahas made the announce- 
ment and gave details of the 
electoral timetable at a 
hastily-arranged news confer- 
ence here after talks with 
representatives of the coun- 
try's 26 regions. 

Sudan's current president 
is General Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir, who came to power in 
a military coup against the 
then-civilian government in 
1989. 

He said the process would 
start on Feb. 1 when electoral 
rolls would be available for 
scrutiny in the country's 275 
constituencies until February 
10 . 

Nominations for the pres- 
idency and parliament would 
be made between Feb. 3 and 
40. Preliminary lists of those 
standing would be posted, 
objections heard and candi- 
dates withdrawn if necessary 
before a final list would be 
published on February 15. 

The electoral campaign it- 
self would run over the nexr 
two weeks. Mr. Nahas said, 
adding that it provided “am- 
ple” time for voters to get to 
know their candidates. 

Voting for the presidency 
and parliament would then 
take place between March I 
and 12. he added. Votes 
would be counted over the 
next two days and the final 
results announced by the 
commission on March 15. 

“The results of the elec- 
tions will be declared only 
after endorsement by the 
commission because they are 
national elections.” he said. 

Constituency boundaries 
had already been drawn up. 
except for one region in 
southern Sudan. MrT Nahas 
added. 

He said government offi- 
cials in each region had been 
told to- form .committees ,m_ 
the constituencies by Jan. 31. 
which would include repre- 
sentatives of the idminislFa- - 
live. 'legal and military au- 
thorities. 

Finally, he said the reg- 
istration of all electors would 
be complete in all regions of 
southern Sudan by the time 
the elections began. 

The mainly Christian and 
animist south of Sudan is in 
the grip of a 12-year civil war 


Egyptian Brotherhood leader sees 
globalised Islamic state in 30 years 


Turk held for sex with 13-year-old 'wife' 


KAHRAMANMARAS, 
Turkey (R) — An 18-year- 
old unemployed Turkish wai- 
ter was arrested on Tuesday 
for statutory rape of a 13- 
year-old British girl- whom- he 
married in a Muslim cere- 
mony with her parents' con- 
sent. officials said. 

“He has been arrested for 
having sex with an underage 
girl.” the chief public pro- 
secutor of the southern town 
of Kahramanmaras told Reu- 
ters. 

“The girl and the boy were 
questioned by a prosecutor 
because' of the girl's youth, 
and she was sent, to take, a 
virginity test, which she 
failed.” he said. 

Private Turkish ATV tele- 
vision showed the girl. Sarah 
Cook, wearing the traditional 
Muslim headscarf, looking at 
the floor as a hospital doctor 
told reporters that she was 
not a virgin. 

“We are very happy .“'she 
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told reporters before quickly 
leaving with her husband’s 
relatives. 

Sarah married 18-year-old 
Musa Komeagac. whom she 
-met on holiday on -the Tur- 
kish coast Iasi year, in a 
Muslim ceremony two weeks 
ago. -- 

The religious wedding 
ceremony is not officially rec- 
ognised in Turkey but cou- 
ples are free to have it per- 
formed. 

The lower age limit for the 
marriage of girls in Turkey is 
15. as long as there is paren- 
tal consent, but legal officials 
say this can be lowered with a 
doctor's report deeming the 
girl _ physically fit for mar- 
riage. again pending parental 
consent. 

Occasionally Turkish girls, 
usually from conservative 
backgrounds, -are required by 
their parents to take virginity 
tests if they are thought to 
have had under-age sex. 
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“We are going to charge 
Komeagac, and this could re-' 
suit in some years in jail — 
but on the other hand we 
know that the so-called mar- 
■riage took place with the 
parents' consent,” the chief 
prosecutor said. 

A police official in Kahra- 
manmaras, a* conservative 
town near the Syrian border, 
said the girl's family was ex- 
pected to fly to Turkey on 
Wednesday. 

"I expect they will tell the 
prosecutor that they gave 
their consent to the marriage 
— this seems to be the case as 
we have wedding pictures 
here and other documents 
indicating she married of her 
oWn free will and with con- 
sent.” he told Reuters. 

“My guess is they will tell 
the prosecutors that they 
allowed the marriage and 
that will be that — these poor 
kids have been harassed 
enough." he said. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
newly chosen leader of 
Egypt's influential Muslim 
Brotherhood predicted his 
group would establish an Isla- 
mic mega-state within the 
next 30 years. 

‘‘The goal of the Brother- 
hood is simple,” the group’s 
supreme guide Mostafa 
Mashour was quoted on 
Wednesday as saying in an 
interview with the London- 
based Al Hayat daily. 

“We are working for the 
establishment of an interna- 
tional Islamic state before a 
century has passed since the 
group was set up 70” years 
ago.” he added. He did not 
say how large he envisaged 
the state would be. 

Mr. Mashour, who was 
appointed as the organisa- 
tion's leader last Saturday af- 
ter the death of Mohammad 
Hamed Abu Al Nasr, is said 


to have strong ties with the 
Brotherhood's expatriate 
members. 

Unlike other opposition 
groups in Egypt, the illegal 
Brotherhood is seeking to 
establish a strict Islamist state 
through political and not vio- 
lent means. 

Analysts say it is the big- 
gest challenge to the ruling 
National Democratic Party 
(NDP) of President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Mr. Mashour reiterated 
the group's peaceful stance, 
insisting it would not take up 
arms against the state. 

“We will not let any chance 
(to gain power) pass us by but 
at the same time we will not 
break the law or resort to 
violence,” he said. “If the 
government insists on flaring 
things up we will face that 
with patience and fortitude.” 

The Egyptian authorities 


have cracked down hard on 
the popular group, jailing its 
leaders and linking it to the 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah, which 
is trying to topple Mr. 
Mubarak. 

More than 900 people have 
been killed and hundreds in- 
jured since the Gamaa began 
its campaign of violence in 
1992. 

Mr. Mashour told Al 
Hayat the 30-year timeframe 
was not unrealistic, since 
“communism fell after only 
about 70 years and the Zion- 
ist enemy has been trying to 

establish a state for almost a 
century and still does not feel 
settled." 

Mr. Mashour, chosen the 
fifth "supreme guide” of the 
Brotherhood after bis prede- 
cessor's death, repeated calls 
for a “dialogue” with the 
state to “try to put an end to 
the crisis.” 


U.N. releases special issue of 
’World Media Handbook 1 


NEW YORK (U.N.) — The 
United Nations Department 
of Public Information (DPI) 
is launching its 1995 directory 
of selected media and related 
data covering -more than 180 
countries. In some 350 pages 
the publication, entitled 
World Media Handbook, in- 
tegrates a wealth of data not 
available from any other sing- 
le source. 

The handbook sets out in a 
concise format demographic 
data and communication sta- 
tistics, and provides a list of 
more than 1.300 daily news- 
papers, 1,900 magazines and 
other periodicals, 250 news 
agencies, some 1.200 broad- 
casting organisations.400 
journalists' associations, as 
well as more than 300 educa- 
tional institutions teaching 
communications. Each entry 
provides the names of leading 
editorial personnel; mailing 
addresses; telephone and fax 
numbers; circulation figures 
and frequency of publication. 

The media entries con- 
tained in the handbook were 
drawn from various interna- 
;tipnaj . directories.. and other... 
sources, and verified locally 
— during the second half of 
- 1994 — by the world-wide 
network of United Nations 
Information Centres and Ser- 
vices, as well as by the coun- 
try offices of the United Na- 
tions Development Program- 


me. 

As a special commemora- 
tive issue of foe United Na- 
tions 50th anniversary, the 
1995 edition contains a new 
section entitled “Mem- 
bership Brief.” This section 
outlines each country's parti- 
cipation in the General 
Assembly, the Security 
Council and the Economic 
and Social Council, as well as 
in the boards and councils of 
particular organs and special- 
ised agencies through which 
the United Nations system 
contributes to media de- 
velopment and the enhance- 
ment of international com- 
munication. 

In a foreword to the hand- 
book, Secretary-General 
Boutros GhaJi points out that 
the 50 years of the organisa- 
tion's existence have been 
marked by “a sweeping 
democratisation of the world 
order,” which was manifest 
in foe strength of the United 
Nations membership and the 
character of government in 
member states. “Equally 
vivid,” he adds, "has been 
-the growth and expanses of 
democracy's truest protector 
and ally — vigilant, responsi- 
ble and compassionate 
media.” 

United Nations Assistant 
Secretary-Genera] for Public 
Information, Samir Sanbar, 


in a preface to the publica- 
tion. states that the new edi- 
tion will be helpful to those 
whose daily work depends on 
their ability to reach multi- 
cultural audiences through 
the mass media, and to those 
who deal with communica- 
tions and international 
affairs, whether as practition- 
ers. students or researchers. 

Originally conceived as a 
reference tool for informa- 
tion professionals within foe 
United Nations system, the 
World Media Handbook has 
acquired a major following 
among media practitioners, 
journalism and mass com- 
munication scholars, public 
affairs officers and repre- 
sentatives of non- 
governmental organisations 
world-wide. The first edition 
of the handbook was selected 
for inclusion in the 1990 Not- 
able Documents List of the 
American Library Associa- 
tion, which commended foe 
United Nations for its con- 
cern for quality of com- 
munication between agencies 
and their constituencies. Its 
second edition was awarded 
an Honourable Mention in 
theT993 competition for the 
Prize for Excellence in In- 
formation Services by the In- 
ternational Communication 
Association's Council of 
Communication Libraries. 
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Navy chief becomes new Suez Canal chairman 

CAIRO (AFP) — President Hosni Mubarak on Tuesday 
appointed the bead of Egypt’s navy as the new ebamnan of 
the Suez Canal Authority. General Ahmad AH Fade!, 59 , 
was appointed by presidential decree to head the Suez 
Canal Authority, taking over from outgoing chairman 
Ezzat Adel, the official agency MENA said. Geu. FadeTs 
replacement as head of the naval forces, which be led since 
1990, was named as Gen. Ahmad Sabr Selim. 55. Gen. 
Fadel becomes the fifth head of foe Suez Canal since it was 
nationalised in 1956. Revenues from the canal of $ 1,9 
bflfion annually from one of the country’s largest sources of 
foreign currency, also boosted by ofl and tourism receipts, 
as well as funds transferred by expatriates. 

Cyprus demands U.S. missile guarantees 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Cyprus on Tuesday demanded “speci- 
fic provisions” by the United States to ensure that 120 long- 
range missiles it plans to sell to Turkey are not used against 
the divided island. Government spokesman YiannaJris 
Cassoulides said these provisions should be included in the 
contract of sale. “We consider foe U.S. * government 
responsible for these missiles and it should guarantee that 
they will not be used to Cyprus* expense, ' he told the 
Cyprus News Agency. Washington announced in Decem- 
ber that it planned to sell Ankara 120 ATAC-MS missiles 
with a 165-kilometre range, provoking an angry reaction 
from Cypnis, the northern third of which was invaded- by 
Turkish mainlan d troops in 1974. The northern coastline 
lies just 60 kilometres from Turkey. Mr. Cassoulides said 
verbal guarantees by Washington were not enough and 
since foe United States was “determined to sell them, the 
contracts they will sign with the Turks should have specific 
provisions on this issue.” 

Cyprus police arrest two for arms theft 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus police on Tuesday said they have 
arrested two men on suspicion of stealing anti-tank missiles 
and grenades from a military warehouse. Police in foe 
southern port of Larnaca said they arrested two Greek 
Cypriot men from foe village of Aradrppon pending 
enquiries info foe theft of 78 grenades and three anti-tank 
missiles which disappeared from an army depot in the area 
10 days ago. A day after the theft was discovered police 
found the weapons, with one grenade missing, in a suitcase 
buried in a field in foe Aradippou district. 

Qadhafi meets Nation of Islam leader 

LONDON (AFP) — Nation of Islam leader Louis Far- 
rakhan had talks, in Tripoli Tuesday with Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi about the situation of Muslims in the 
United States, Libyan television reported. They discussed 
“the situation of Muslims in the United States and foe 
means which would unify, mobilise and organise them iu 
their own establishments so as to have a say and effective 
role in the next U.S- elections.” according to the broadcast 
monitored here by foe BBC late Tuesday. The two 
“stressed the need to work to support all the weak and 
oppressed in the United States, to end foe life of misery 
they are leading, and to stop the oppression being practised 
against them by the exploitative capitalist circles which 
receive unlimited support from foe ruling circles in the 
United States,” the television said. The visit by the 
hardline U.S. black rights activist came foe day after the 
United States extended a 10- year-old embargo that bans 
trade with Libya and freezes Libyan assets in foe United 
States. “The policies and actions of the government of 
Libya continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security and foreign policy of foe United 
States,” President Bill Clinton said in a report to Congress. 


Lot of wheeling and dealing went into Palestinian polls 


By G.H. Jansen 

EAST JERUSALEM — 
Were foe historic first ever 
Palestinian elections, both 
for a ruling Council and a 
ruling president, free and 
fair? Every prominent leader 
associated with the interna- 
tional monitoring of these 
election has said that they 
were indeed free and fair. 

Yet it was actually not so, 
despite the fact that this must 
have been the most heavily 
and closely watched elections 
in foe history of democracy. 
There were perhaps 1,000 
observers in all from at least 
32 countries and foreign 
oiganiations. 

Among the latter were 
such incongruous and hypoc- 
ritical suppliers of observers 
as the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference and foe 
Organisation of African Uni- 
ty whose members are not 
noted for their practice of 
democracy. The former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter, who 
headed his own international 
observer corps, tried to deal 


with a query on how persons 
from non-democratic coun- 
tries could observe a demo- 
cratic procedure by saying 
that perhaps such observers 
from countries like Egypt, 
which he named, could learn 
something about democracy 
by taking part in this exer- 
cise. 

He also dealt with a more 
fundamental objection to foe 
international observer sys- 
tem: which is, how outside 
observers, without knowing 
the local language or local 
customs and traditions, could 
know if the voting was being 
“fixed” and bribery and cor- 
ruption being practiced. He 
said that at least his particular 
organisation sent observers 
to visit the country where 
elections were to be held long 
before foe polls took place so 
as to familiarise themselves • 
with local conditions. Which 
would be a very good thing. 
Except for the fact that most 
of foe observers who watched 
these elections arrived here 
only a few days before the 


vote and were therefore quite 
ignorant of what was going 
on, why the election was 
being held and what it meant. 

Particularly so because the 
Palestinian society in Gaza 
and the West Bank is a small, 
close tight society build 
around families and dans and 
regional and religious loyal- 
ties in which foe doing of 
favour and foe exercise and 
acceptance of influence 
(“wasta” in Arabic) was and 
is standard behaviour. 

Opinion 

And innocent and ignorant 
foreign observer would not 
have the slightest idea of 
what was going on, even if it 
was going on under their very 
noses. Where international 
observers are useful is when, 
by their very presence, they 
stop violence and open in- 
timidation of which there was 
very Kttie in these elections. 

Bat local Palestinians are 
convinced and take for 
granted foe fact that there 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Sonny weather conditions win 
prevail with temperatures rising 


slightly and winds becoming south- 
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temperatures arc expected to rise 
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was “fixing” and “arranging” 
of foe results well before the 
poll took place. Mr. Arafat is 
a past master in this sort of 
manipulation and had ample 
means to do so by, for inst- 
ance, promising jobs and 
granting permits for business 
or building or travel abroad 
or granting foreign currency 
and so on and so forth. 

And whatever deals Mr. 
Arafat made, he made in 
private and weeks before foe 
actual election. Some com- 
mentators noted that persons 
chosen to be local election 
observers were given jobs in 
the local administration 
which made them subject to 
pressure and influence. In the 
days just before foe polling 
when Mr. Arafat decided 
that be wanted a convincing 
victory of around 75 per cent, 
not an unconvincing one of 
90 or 95 per cent, it was 
known that he was using his 
influence to get people to 
vote for his rival in the pres- 
idential election. Though, in 
the event, she got only eight 
per cent to his 88 per cent; 
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foe “fixing” did not take| 
place, evidently because 
Arafat and his candidates se- 
cured a landslide victory. • 

Thanks to the widespread 
and obvious presence of the 
foreign observers in their dis-j 
t\ active blue jackets foe 
actual polling process was 
free and fair, though in sever-j 
al polling stations arrange-] 
ments were not made to pro-- 
tect the secrecy of the bafloL 
But after foe polling was over 
and the observers had de- 
parted, the counting and 
tabulation of the votes took 
48 long hours with reports of 
ballot boxes going “missing” 
for an entire day and then 
mysteriously being “found,” 
standard practice for dishon- 
est, “fixed” elections. 

One very well informed 
Palestinian commentator bad 
said that on a scale of ten foe 
free and fair element in these 
elections could be put at six 
and a half to seven. Which is 
an over-generous estimate. It 
would be more realistic to fix 
foe free and fair element at 
four to five. 
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Cucumbers (small) 550 / 400 

^SSPfant 200/ 120 

X^bc 900/750 

Grape Frail 22DY150 

Jfraon 370/250 

Marrow (large) 100/50 

Marrow (small) !«)/ 100 

Onion (green) 180/100 

Onion (dry) 220/ 150 

Orange 580/450. 

Pepper (hoi) 600 1 450* 

Pepper (swea) 600/450 

Potato 250/180 

Radish 180/100 

Slrina Beans 650 / 500 

Spanich 140/80 

Tomato 130/80 
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.-FIRST DISTRIBUTION: HRH Princess Basma Wednesday launches the 
first distribution of aid as part of the annual charity campaign sponsored 
> by the Queen Alia Fund for Social Development during the holy month of 
Ramadan. Seen above in Mafraq Governorate where she supervised the 
-distribution of in-kind and medical assistance to 200 needy families from 
- Rweibed and Hamra settlements, the Princess said the campaign is now in 


its sixth year and is raising donations for the needy in a show of solidarity 
~ of J< 

, The charity drive started last Sunday, the first day of the holy month of 

U - > IWC TIN.. " ’ - * -■ <-'■ 


with the poor families 
The charity drive sta ' 
i.., fasting (Petra photo) 


ordan in the religious spirit that is Ramadan, 
fir 


‘ Parental ignorance, 


Psychiatrist Ali Kamal 
dies at 75 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ali 
Kama], author, specialist 
and consultant on neurol- 
ogy and psychiatry at Jor- 
dan University, passed 
away at the age of 75 on 
Tuesday. 

Dr. Kamal was boro in 
Anabta, West Bank, where 
he lived for 18 years. 

He studied at the Ameri- 
can University in Beirut 
(AUB) and the University 
of London. 

He lived in Iraq most of 
his life where he practised 
psychiatry and taught at 
the University of Bagh- 
dad, until he decided to 
settle down in Jordan six 
years ago. 

According to Midhat 
Abdel Malek a dermatolo- 
gist and one of Dr. 
Kamal 's closest friends, 
the doctor had good con- 
tacts in Iraq and served as 
a special psychiatrist for 
Ahma d Hassan AJ Bakr, 
Iraq's former president. 

Dr. Abdel Malek said 
that Dr. Kamal spent half 
of his working days in Jor- 
dan writing, books and 
included women in most 


of his writings. 

Titles of some of his 
published works are: 
Books on Psychology, Sex 
and Psychology, Dre ams , 
The Mutd’s Closed Doors, 
and Schizophrenia which 
was his last book. 

Dr. Abdel Malek 
described Dr. Kamal as a 
“humorous” person who 
was interested in politics 
and poetry. 

He added that the doctor 
praised his homeland, 
Palestine, in his poetry. 

Dr Kamal was a mem- 
ber at the Psychological 
Health Experts Associa- 
tion and was also a fellow 
at the Bridsh Royal Soci- 
ety of Psychiatrists. 

Dr. Kamal ’s wife Jenny 
died of heart failure three 
weeks ago, and according 
to Dr. Abdel Malek, the 
doctor was so heart-bro- 
ken that be confided to 
friends that he was going 
to die soon after her. 

Dr. Kamal is survived 
by a son and four daugh- 
ters. 

' He died of cardiac 
arrest 


Jordan signs cultural accords 
with Oman, Mauritania 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Oman and Jordan 
Wednesday signed an 
executive programme for 
the implementation of 
their cultural and scientif- 
ic agreement extending 
from 1996 to 1998. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement signedp by 
Ministry of Planning Sec- 
retary General Nabil 
Amm an and Omani 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad A1 Busaeed, 
the two countries pledge 
to cooperate in the fields 
of education, higher edu- 
cation, culture, social 
development sports, 
youth and antiquities. 

In the education and 
higher education fields, 
the two states will organ- 
ise training courses for 
personnel, exchange text- 
books and publications 
dealing with school syl- 
labuses, and assign uni- 
versity seats for students 
to be granted scholarships. 

In the area of culture, the 
two sides will exchange 
publications, periodicals 


and other material dealing 
with Arabic and Islamic 
heritage and materials 
aimed at promoting social 
development, and will 
conduct research in social 
matters. 

They will also encour- 
age the organisation of 
youth and sports activities, 
promote their cooperation 
in archaeological work 
and the restoration of his- 
toric sites, organise exhi- 
bit! cos on Arab heritage 
and exchange periodicals 
and other publications on 
the subject of antiquities. 

Cultural agreement 
signed with Mauritania 

Also Wednesday, Dr 
Amman and Mauritanian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Mukhtar Ould Hay signed 
an executive programmme 
covering cooperatioa in 
cultural and scientific 
fields between Jordan and 
Mauritania for the period 
1996 to 1998. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement the two sides 


undertake to cooperate in 
higher education, health, 
social development, infor- 
mation and media, cul- 
ture, education and antiq- 
uities. 

The two countries 
agreed that the Jordanian 
and Mauritanian universi- 
ties exchange visits by 
teaching staff and admin- 
istrators, and exchange 
expertise in scientific 
research. 

They aiso will exchange 
publications and visits by 
grade school teachers, 
with Jordan seconding 
teachers to Mauritanian 
schools. The agreement 
also stipulates advancing 
cooperation in health and 
social development 
spheres . 

The two sides will also 
exchange documentary 
films, visits by journalists, 
theatre, musical and folk- 
lore groups and will hold 
exhibitions to highlight 
each other’s national her- 
itage. 


overprotection 
can hinder ’ 


tin 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

■ \MMAN — Itaf, a 16-year 
' - • Md blind student is still in 
he seventh grade because 
ler father decided to take 
ler out of school for four 
/ears. This year Itaf went 
' iack to a boarding school 
because the number of her 
family members increased 
leaving no place for her to 
"Jeep. 

According 'to' the head- 
jiaster for the Islamjcj' 
Jcbool for the Blind, Bahi- 
a Hamdan, Itafs’ case is 
- mly one of many she had 
^countered. 

Ms. Hamdan complained 

>f family attitude. Some 

* r r >lind children are neglected 
| ti i \ i) jy members of their fami- 
1 ies, many of the blind girls 
ire not sent to school, and 
' hose who are sent are for- 
gotten at the boarding 
schools, she said. 

When a father decides to 
nop a child from going to 
school, said Ms.Hamdan,” 
we have no authority to 
force him not to do so." 

■■ According to the Secre- 
ary of the Friendship Asso- 
rialion For the Blind, the 

• lumber of blind Jordanian 
i s not known, but it is esti- 

• nated to be around percent 
.wo of the ten per cent of 
disabled in the Kingdom. 

' Ali Odeh told the Jordan 
Times that blind children 
?e!ow the age of 16 are not 
ill registered because par- 
ents do not report on the.se 


cases to the concerned 
authorities 

Ms. Hamdan also com- 
plained that many of her 
students were not wel- 
comed during the weekend 
by their families homes. 
During mid-term holidays 
the schools forces the fami- 
lies to take back their chil- 
dren. Many families do not 
even visit their children at 
school. “Such experience 
''reflects' badly on the child’s 
psychology,” said . Ms. 
Hamdan. 

Ms. Hamdan. herself 
blind, said that some par- 
ents do not consider a blind 
child as a member of the 
family. ‘They are ashamed 
of him/her,” She said. 

Ms. Hamdan’s view was 
shared by the headmaster of 
the Noor School for the 
Blind, Wail Massud, who 
told the Jordan times that a 
blind child is not on par 
with his/her siblings. 

“Some parents take the 
children during school 
hours and might not send 
them back for a whole 
week” Dr. Massud said. 
“The fathers excuse, is that 
they are too busy to drop 
the child back. 

Mr. Massud said he 
believes that families 
behave that way because 
they are disinterested in 
educating a blind child as 
their “expectation of a blind 
child is too little.” 

According to Mr. Odeh, 
blind people are only 
employed as Mosque 


imam, telephone operators, 
woollen work and those 
who have good qualifica- 
tion, including a university 
degree are rarely employed. 

Some children are better 
off ai boarding schools than 
with their families said 
Fatima Abdul Rahman, a 
teacher ar the Islamic 
School for the Blind. Ms. 
Abdul Rahman added that 
most of her students come 
from underprivileged fami- 
lies, and “at least" at the 
school they have a bed to 
sleep on. 

Jordan has two schools 
for the blind, the Islamic 
School for the Blind and 
the Noor School, sponsored 
by the General Union for 
Voluntary Societies and the 
Ministry of social develop- 
ment respectively. The two 
take care of 145 blind chil- 
dren between seven and 16, 
the low figure could be 
attributed to the fact that 
the two schools are located 
in Am man. 

Not many families would 
send their children to 
boarding schools outside 
their district said Ms. Ham- 
dan, the reason she added is 
because these families are 
either “overprotective or 
ignorant.” 

Although education until 
the tenth grade is compul- 
sory in Jordan, the law is 
not implemented, leaving a 
large number of blind chil- 
dren without education. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILMS* 

* ‘TVamontana’' at Institute Cervantes, Jabal Amman on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

* “A Few Good Men” at the American Centre on Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 


kv*: 11 

-Pi* 

r c 
a 2** 


MA’AN CULTURAL DAY 

* A cultural day devoted to Ma’an Governorate on Thursday at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre including a plastic abstract art exhibition, poetry recital at 8:00 p.m. 
and a concert at 9:00 p.m. 

PLAY 

* “Ramadan Supermarket” (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre on Thurs- 
day 8:00 p.m. 

CONCERTS 

* Musical performance by Jala! Al Wandi and Mohammad Jabbar respectively 
on Thursday and Friday at the Phoenix Gallery, Gardens Street at 8:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintmaking and paintings by Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik at Darat Al 

Funun, Jabal Luweibdeh. Also displaying paintings and sculptures by contempo- 
rary artists (until Feb. 181. ~ , n 

* Contemporary' and Traditional Jewellery at the Jordan Design and Trad e Cen- 
tre. Shmeisani (Tel. 699141) (until Jan 31). . 

* Plastic (abstract) art exhibition by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Oifali Art 

* fSfrningTby arfS^phaeV Chabrol at the French Cultural Centre (until Jan. 
. 3,) - 


JEA, German firm sign 
contract for power 
transformer installations 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordan Electricity Authori- 
ty (JEA) Wednesday signed 
a contract with the German 
firm AEG for the installa- 
tion of transformers at the 
main electricty station 
south of Amman and reac- 
tors at the Aqaba power sta- 
tion to boost electric power 
from 132 kilo volts to 400 
kilo volts. 

The entire project will 
cost about 510 million, of 
which nearly $9 will ~be 
financed by the Arab Fund 


for Social and Economic 
Development in the form of 
a loan and the rest by the 
JEA, according to JEA 
Director General Moham- 
mad Saeed Arafeh. 

Mr. Arafeh said the pro- 
ject is expected to be com- 
pleted in the second half of 
1997. 

Mr. Arafeh and AEG 
General Manager for Pro- 
jects Grigor Steiner signed 
the deal at the JEA bead 
office in Amman. 


6 killed in Mafraq road collision 
involving bus, pickup truck 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Six people 
were killed and one was 
listed in critical condition 
Tuesday following a road 
accident at the Balama 
Highway, according ' to 
police and Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) offi- 
cials. 

A police official told the 
Jovdan Times Wednesday 
that the accident, winch 
occurred Tuesday night,- 
involved a bus and a pick- 


up. 

He said the bus driver 
Najeh Abdul Ruhman, 38, 
was speeding on a two- 
lane road in Mafraq, and 
met head on with the pick- 
up while trying to overtake 
another vehicle. 

The official said that all 
five passengers in the 
pick-up were killed 
instantly. He added that 
the sixth victim was riding 
in the bus. 

The deceased were iden- 
tified 'by police and CDD 
as Farfaan Mohammad, 27, 


Ali Ibrahim Abu Sameh, 
48. Imad Ali, 27, Mah- 
moud Musa, 32. Hanafi 
Abdul Tawab, 33 and 
Ramsi Ahmad, 18. 

Last week six people 
were killed in the King- 
dom in road accidents. 
Dozens more were injured 
during the same period 
Last year, according to 
traffic statistics, almost 
400 people were killed and 

9.000 injured in more than 

24.000 road accidents 
between the months of 
January and September. 


Court holds Bay’ at Al Imam defendants in contempt 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The State Security 
Court Wednesday referred three of 
13 defendants accused of sabotage 
to the state prosecutor general 
charging them with contempt of 
court after they hurled insults at 
the tribunal. 

The court also expelled seven 


defendants for disrupting the 
court. 

Some of the defendants refused 
to stand up when the judge called 
their names and said “we refuse to 
stand up because we_ do not 
respect this atheist court.” 

The group, known as Bay’ at Al 
Imam (pledge of allegiance), who 
were expelled twice in the past 
two months from court for disrupt- 


in® the session, are also charged 
with slander against His Majesty 
King Hussein and illegal posses- 
sion and manufacturing of explo- 
sive materials. 

After adjourning the session for 
half-an-hour, Presiding Judge 
Colonel Hafez Amin ordered to 
transfer defendants Ahmad Fadel 
Nazal, Mustafa Hassan Musa and 
Nasri Izzedin Mohammad, to State 


Prosecutor General Major Mah- 
moud Obeidat on charges of con- 
tempt of court. 

Defence attorney Mazen Ersbei- 
dat asked the court to allow them 
time to meet with their clients 
before proceeding with the case. 

Judge Amin accepted setting 
Feb. 12 as the date to resume the 
trial. 


Arabia-on-Line: A locally-launched Internet 
service about the Arab World 



The E-Arabia graphic representation of Arabia-on-Line 


By Alia Tbukan 

Special to die Jordan Times 

Amm an — A local compa- 
ny is operating Arabia-on- 
Line, the first, and to-date, 
only, Internet service avail- 
able from the Arab World 
on the World-Wide-Web 
(WWW) offering comput- 
er users around the globe 
information relating to 
Arab business, art, and cul- 
ture. 

Created by Arabian 
Media Concepts, an 
Amman-based communi- 
cations company, Arabia- 
on-Line currently attracts 
approximately 30,000 “vis- 
itors” (those who access 
the programme) a week, 
according to Khaldoon 
Tabaza, director of the 
company. 

Mr. Tabaza said the cre- 
ators of Arabia-on-Line ini- 
tially thought of this idea 
when they noticed a lack of 
material relating to the 
Arab World on the Internet. 

Although 70% of the vis- 
itors are from the U.S., and 
about 20% are from 
Europe, only 10% are from 
the Arab World. Mr. Tabaza 
explained the low number 
of visitors from the Arab 
World as a consequence of 
Egypt, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) being the only 
Arab countries currently 
“on-line.” 

At present in Jordan, only 
government and education- 
al sectors are on-line, thus 
allowing them access to 
what is commonly known 


as the “information super- 
highway.” 

The rest of the country 
has access to a local BBS 
system (bulletin board sys- 
tem), as well as an Internet 
electronic mailing system 
(e-mail) through compa- 
nies such as Nets and 
Access. 

The private sector is 
expected to go on-line by 
the beginning of March, 
said Mr. Tabaza. 

With Arabia-ou-Line, a 
service providing informa- 
tion in both Arabic and 
English, visiting Internet 
users can “surf’ through 
“E-Arabia” (electronic 
Arabia), a graphic repre- 
sentation of an Arab city 
with various cultural and 
business buildings. 

One can browse through 
the culture and arts centre, 
the business tower, the 
computer centre, the souq, 
and the entertainment cen- 
tre, and tap into related 
information. For example, 
selecting the mosque from 
the display monitor, a user 
links into Islamic resources 
on the Internet. 

The business tower pro- 
vides information about 
business in the Arab World, 
as well as a directory, 
enabling Arab and interna- 
tional companies to contact 
each other. 

Also pictured on e-Ara- 
bia, is a news tower which 
when selected, provides 
access to Arabic and Eng- 
lish publications such as 
The Star, Al Taqniyah Wal 
Aamal, and Byte Middle 
East, among others.' 


An added attraction to the 
news tower, according to 
the creators and developers 
of Arabia-on-line, is access 
to Voice of America, which 
can be heard in Arabic at 
any rime. 


The London-based Quds 
Press, a news agency spe- 
cialising in middle eastern 
political and economic 
affairs, has just been 
launched, and is the first 
news agency in the Arab 


World to go on the Internet. 

For those looking for dis- 
cussions and a “meeting 
place,” the cyberabia cafe 
provides a venue for 
exchange on Arab World 
topics. 
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Tanzania reopens border to allow 
in 16,000 Rwandan refugees 




NGARA, Tanzania (R) — A 
senior Tanzanian official 
'said Wednesday his country 
was reopening its frontier to 
allow in 16,000 Rwandan 
refugees fleeing ethnic vio- 
lence in Burundi. 

“I have been instructed by 
central government to allow 
in Rwandan refugees now at 


the border. We are expect- 
ing not less than 16,000,” 
Brigadier General Sylvester 
Hemedi, district commis- 
sioner for the Ngara area, 
told Reuters. 

The Rwandan Hum 
refugees, in northeast Bu- 
rundi since 1994 and fear- 
ing attack by Burundi's 




" Jj 


Rwandan refugees enter Tanzania at the Ngundusi bor- 
der point, after fleeing tribal fighting in Burundi. More 
than 15,000 refugees have entered Tanzania while 
19,000 are trapped in a no- mans- land area between 
borders, after Tanzanian troops closed the border 
(Reuter photo) 


mainly Tutsi army, have 
been camped at the border 
since last Sunday hoping 
Tanzania would reopen the 
frontier closed last year. 

Brig. Hemedi stressed the 
derision to let them in was a 
humanitarian one and did 
not mean the border with 
Burundi was officially 
reopened for refugees. 

A senior aid official at 
Ngara told Reuters earlier 
that Tanzania was poised to 
admit the refugees which be 
estimated to number 
12 , 000 . 

‘The Tanzanian govern- 
ment has, 1 understand, 
allowed these people to 
come in. This is what has 
just been confirmed," said 
Abbas Gullet of the Inter- 
national Federation of the 
Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies AFRO by 
telephone. 

Tanzanian Defence Minis- 
ter Edgar Majogo said Sa- 
turday the impoverished 
east African country, al- 
ready sheltering 700,000 
Rwandan Hutus, could no 
longer cope on its own. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) was earlier un- 
certain whether the stranded 
refugees would be allowed 
to cross. 

“There are 10-12,000 
refugees on either side of. 
the border. All 1 can say is 
the people i aside Tanzania 
will be allowed to stay," 
said Peter Kessler, the 
UNHCR spokesman in 
Nairobi. 

Tanzania shut its borders 
to the refugees Sunday after 
allowing in 15.000 last 
week who said they were 


fleeing a campaign of tenor 
by Burundi's army to drive 
them out 

Those who crossed last 
week were from Mugano 
Camp and said 20 refugees 
were killed and many more 
wounded when Tutsi sol- 
diers torched their camp on 
Jan. 17. The Burundi army 
has denied the reports. 

The thousands of 
Rwandans stuck on the 
Burundi side Wednesday 
were living in Ntamba 
Camp and fled when they 
feared the army would 
attack them next. 

Mr. Kessler said the 
UNHCR had received 
reports of beatings by 
Burundi soldiers of refiigees 
who returned to the bumed- 
out Ntamba Camp Monday. 
He said a UNHCR official 
would be sent to Ntamba to 
assess the security situation. 

The Rwandan Hutu 
refugees are caught in a 
trap, sandwiched between a 
hostile Tutsi army in 
Burundi and Tanzania's 
reluctance to open its doors. 

Their only other option is 
to go home but many can 
expect to be arrested and 
accused of involvement in 
the 1994 genocide of up to a 
million Rwandan Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus. 

On Tuesday only 168 
Rwandan Hutus from 
Ntamba Camp crossed back 
home despite earlier reports 
that many more bad chosen 
that course. 

Following the evacuation 
of Mugano and Ntamba 
about 110,000 Rwandan 
Hutus still remain in four 
other camps in Burundi, aid 
agencies say. 


Scalfaro bows to pressure from S. Korea’s 
Berlusconi to delay consultations Kim 
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ROME (AFP) — Bowing to 
pressure from media mag- 
nate Silvio Berlusconi. 
President Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro has postponed to 
Monday a new round of 
talks to find a way out of 
Italy’s political crisis, news- 
papers said Wednesday. 

The Italian media reported 
that the talks, which were 
scheduled to resume 
Thursday, were delayed to 
give Mr. Berlusconi more 
time to iron out differences 
with his main right-wing 
ally, neo-fascist leader 
Gianfranco Fini. 

But the left-wing La 
Repubblica said that no 
final decision was likely to 
emerge next Monday. 

Mr. Scalfaro is seeking at 
all costs to avoid early elec- 
tions, which would prove 
disruptive during Italy's 
six-month presidency of the 
European Union, which 
includes the March launch 
of a conference to review 
the landmark 1 99 1 
Maastricht Treaty on 
European Union. 

But his marathon efforts 
to secure a majority for 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Lamberto Dini — last week 
be consulted with 26 politi- 
cal parties — have proved 
fruitless so far, leaving elec- 
tions as the likliest way out. 

Mr. Berlusconi, whose 
trial on corruption charges 
opened in Milan last 
Wednesday, also wants to 
avoid an electoral campaign 
during a trial likely to drag 


on until the spring. 

A key player in efforts to 
broker a solution, the media 
magnate favours a broad- 
based government of right- 
wing and left-wing forces to 
push through constitutional 
reforms. 

Newspapers Wednesday 
said he was seeking more 
time to convince his main 
ally Gianfranco Fini, leader 
of the neo-fascist National 
Alliance, to agree to such a 
solution. 

Mr. Fini, whose party is 
credited with a poll-topping 
25 per cent of voting inten- 
tions, wants early elections. 

The Italian press 
Wednesday carried a docu- 
ment drawn up by the three 
main parties — 
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia, 
the Party of the Democratic 
Left and the National 
Alliance — which defines 
reforms, above all an elec- 
toral law — they have 
pledged to push through 
together. 

Mr. Fini, for his part dis- 
missed what he called an 
“accord of experts" and reit- 
erated Wednesday that “no 
step forward has yet been 
accomplished." 

Mr. Scalfaro has request- 
ed that the parties sign a 
written document before 
moving to form a new gov- 
ernment to avoid any last 
minute changes of heart. 

Meanwhile, bargaining 
behind the scenes on which 
candidates to put forward in 
the event of early elections 


was already underway, par- 
liamentary sources said. 

If no solution emerges in 
the coming days, Mr. 
Scalfaro could extend the 
consultations until Feb. 5, 
before dissolving parlia- 
ment and calling elections 
for April 14, after the Easter 
holidays. 

Mr. Dini, whose govern- 
ment is still handling day to 
day affairs, bad pledged to 
step down by the end of 
1995 after his “interim" 
administration has lasted 
almost exactly a year. 

Mr. Scalfaro accepted his 
resignation on Jan. 11 after 
a three-day debate in parlia- 
ment failed to secure the 
political backing to stay in 
office at the bead of his cab- 
inet of non-partisan tech- 
nocrats. 

A former Treasury 
Ministry in Mr. Berlusco- 
ni's cabinet, Mr. Dini has 
been praised for the dog- 
gedness with which he car- 
ried out a perilous but 
much-needed reform of 
Italy's chaotic pensions sys- 
tem and has earned the 
respect of international 
bankers for the relative sta- 
bility of the economy dur- 
ing bis tenure. 

Though close to Mr. 
Berlusconi, the circumspect , 
Dini avoided flagging his 
political colours, and his ( 
year in power has served to 
alienate him from the media 
magnate and his allies. 


U.K. Labour leader’s supporter 
refuses to quit in education row 


LONDON (R) — A close 
ally of British opposition 
leader Tony Blair Wednes- 
day refused to resign in a 
row over education which 
has tarnished Mr. Blair’s 
image of infallibility. 

Some Labour Party MPs 
said they were pressing Mr. 
Blair to sack health spokes- 
woman Harriet Hannan to 
prevent the party suffering 
further damage from claims 
she was guilty of hypocrisy 
in deciding to send her II- 
year-old son to a school 
which selects its pupils on 
their ability. 

“f am not resigning. I 
think it is in the best inter- 
ests of the party that 1 do my 
job," Ms. Harman said in a 
BBC interview. 

Mr. Blair, facing the most 


serious outbreak of faction 
fighting since he became 
leader in 1994. has said he 
will not sack Ms. Harman 
for a personal decision 
taken in the interests of her 
child. 

Ms. Harman has decided 
to send her son Joe to a 
grammar school in outer 
London — the type of “elit- 
ist" school abhorred by 
labour supporters — rather 
than an all-ability compre- 
hensive in her inner city 
suburb. 

She is likely to face a 
rough ride when she attends 
a meeting of Labour MPs in 
the House of Commons. 
Some Labour MPs said she 
will have to step down 
because of the depth of 
anger in (he parliamentary 


party. 

“I think Harriet Hannan 
can count and I suspect that 
at the end of the day, she 
will decide to do what is in 
the best interests of the 
party and get this issue out 
of the way," said left- 
winger Ken Livingstone. 

Mr. Blair's left-wing 
deputy. John Prescott, was 
reported Wednesday as hav- 
ing refused to appear on 
television to back Ms. 
Harman, who has supported 
Mr. Blair as he overhauled 
Labour policies and moved 
the party to the centre of 
British politics. 

Prime Minister John 
Major has been delighted by 
the Harman crisis. 


president 

SEOUL (R) — Veteran 
South Korean opposition 
leader Kim Dae-Jung 
accused his archrival 
President Kim Young-Sam 
Wednesday of seeking pun- 
ishment for his two dis- 
graced predecessors as a 
cynical election ploy. 

“I must say his motiva- 
tion for punishing two for- 
mer presidents is not pure,” 
Kim Dae-Jung, head of the 
National Congress for 
New Politics, told 
reporters. 

“The prosecutions are 
pan of the ruling camp's 
election strategy to gain 
victory in parliamentary 
elections." 

Former Presidents Chun 
Doo Hwan and Roh Tae- 
Woo, both ex-generals, 
were Tuesday charged with 
sedition over events sur- 
rounding the 19S0 army 
massacre of pro-democra- 
cy protesters in the south- 
ern city of Kwangju. 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh, 
now in detention, also face 
bribery charges as well as 
separate mutiny charges 
over the 1979 coup that 
pushed them to power. 
They face possible death 
sentences. 

Mr. Kim Dae-Jung said 
the sleazy links between 
politicians and business- 
men in the past and legal 
proceedings over rhe 
Kwangju massacre would 
figure high in parliamen- 
tary elections in April. 

Although legal steps 
against Mr. Chun and Mr. 
Roh were helping to reduce 
corruption and check the 
military's involvement in 
politics, they were also 
being used to smear the 
opposition, he told the 
Seoul Foreign 

Correspondents’ Club. 

He accused prosecutors 
of deliberately ignoring 
wrongs committed 3gainst 
him personally when 
announcing the outcome of 
an investigation into the 
Kwangju massacre, in 
which about 200 people 
were killed by official 
count. 
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Hundreds of Colombian university students protest in front of Congress demanding 
the resignation of Colombian President Ernesto Samper. The students, held back by 
soldiers, converged in front of the legislative building a day after former Defence 
Minister Fernando Botero told local television Mr. Samper knew about drug money 
entering his 1994 election campaign, reviving the country’s worst political crises in 
decades (Reuter photo) 

Colombia minister resigns amid crisis 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombian Health 
Minister Augusto Galan Sarmiento resigned 
late Tuesday, saying the country’s political 
crisis was “seriously undermining the cred- 
ibility of the government," a local televi- 
sion programme reported. 

Mr. Galan handed his letter of resignation 
to President Ernesto Samper during a meet- 
ing at the presidential palace, the CM night- 
ly news programme said. 

Mr. Galan ’s resignation is the first politi- 
cal loss for Mr. Samper following the latest 
series of drug corruption allegations against 
him. 

The country's most serious political crisis 
■'in decades worsened late Monday when 
• former Defence Minister Fernando Botero 
told two television news programmes that 
Mr. Samper knew drug' traffickers had part- 
ly financed his election campaign in 1994. 

Mr. Samper later denied the allegation, 
calling Mr. Botero a liar. 

“The political circumstances in which we 
are living show me ... that my presence 
before the ministry must come to an end," 
the programme quoted Mr. Galan’s letter of 
resignation as saying. 

Mr. Galan said in bis letter, parts of which 
were cited on the programme, that the crisis 
was “seriously undermining the govern- 
ment's credibility." 

Although a presidential spokesman could 
not confirm the report, the local RCN Radio 
networic also announced the resignation. 

Mr. Galan is the secood minister of Mr. 
Samper’s government to resign since the 
crisis erupted last summer. The first was 
Mr. Bolero, who stepped down last August 
after published testimony to prosecutors by 
the campaign’s treasurer implicated him in 
the scandal. 

On Tuesday. Mr. Samper made it dear he 
had no intention of resigning over charges 
he knowingly accepted about $6 million in 
campaign contributions from the Cali car- 
tel. 


“I don't think it's convenient for the coun- 
try — the idea of taking a vacation when 
there’s a crisis," he told the local Caracol 
Radio Network when asked if he had con- 
sidered at least stepping down temporarily. 

“You only go on vacation when there are 
no problems at the office,” he added. 
“We're going to continue with ihe reins of 
state in our hands. We're going to keep gov- 
erning, the country is not going to be set 
adrift." 

Mr. Botero, breaking a five-month 
silence, strongly disputed Mr. Samper’s 
repeated claim that if drug money entered 
his campaign it did so without his knowl- 
edge, saying in effect he was a liar. 

In a letter to the nation published in the 
daily El Tiempo newspaper Tuesday, Mr. 
Botero said the most pressing question he 
wanted to answer for all Colombians was 
whether or not Mr. Samper knew about the 
drug money that allegedly backed his cam- 
paign. 

“With infinite sadness, because I have a 
high personal regard for President Samper, 
I must answer clearly and convincingly that 
he did," Mr. Botero said. “I must also say 
that President Samper is seriously compro- 
mised in these events." 

Mr. Botero was not only the campaign’s 
manager but also Mr. Samper’s friend and 
right-hand man. 

Suggesting that his testimony could lead 
io Mr. Samper's ouster, Mr. Bolero added 
that his belated decision to tell the truth 
should help Colombia “close this sad chap- 
ter in its history.” 

About 1,500 university students chanted 
slogans calling for Mr. Samper's resigna- 
tion Tuesday in the centre of Bogota. Fears 
of growing political instability put down- 
ward pressure on the country's already 
depressed stock market and drove the 
Colombian peso sharply lower against the 
dollar. 


Scores hurt in strike-hit Bangladesh city 


SYLHET, Bangladesh 
t Agencies) — Opposition 
activists battled troops 
Wednesday as Bangladesh 
Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia launched her 
campaign for a general elec- 
tion which political oppo- 
nents have vowed to dis- 
rupt. 

The opposition called a 
day-long strike in Sylhet to 
disrupt Mrs. Khaleda’s visit 
and her launch of the cam- 
paign for the Feb. 15 elec- 
tions. 

Officials said the prime 
minister spent three hours in 
the city and offered prayers 
at the tombs of two Muslim 
saints, marking the official 
start of the campaign. 

Hundreds of troops and 
police were deployed to 
avert trouble. Witnesses 
said troops battled with 
opposition activists trying 
to stage a demonstration 
and set up road blockades. 
More than 40 people were 
injured, they said. 

Police arrested an unspec- 
ified number of opposition 
leaders and workers. 

Shops, schools and most 
offices were closed. No 
transport moved on the 
streets expect for vehicles 
carrying security men, wit- 
nesses said. 

Nervousness gripped the 
city as dozens of home- 
made bombs went off at the 


start of the strike at 6 a.m. 

‘The city looks as if it’s 
under an undeclared cur- 
few," one witness said. 
“The army is keeping a 
close watch on every person 
moving out on the streets 
and asking them over 
microphones to leave 
immediately." 

More bombs exploded as 
activists returned to the 
streets after Mrs. Khaleda's 
departure, witnesses said. 

Following prayers, Mrs. 
Khaleda held a closed-door 
meeting with local leaders 
of her Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), the 
only major party contesting 
the election. Other partici- 
pants come from a host of 
small opposition parties and 
alliances, many previously 
unheard of. 

The main opposition 
Awami League led by 
Sheikh Hasina and its allies, 
the Jatiya Party and the 
Jamaat-E-Is!ami, have 
vowed to boycott the Feb. 

1 5 election, which they call 
a Farce. 

They have been cam- 
paigning since 1994 for 
Mrs. Khaleda's ousting and 
the holding of elections 
under a neutral administra- 
tion on the grounds that the 
bnp had rigged a previous 
by-election. 

Mrs. Khaleda has rejected 
the demands as unconstitu- 


tional. 

Opposition leaders said 
they would call for more 
strikes wherever Mrs. 
Khaleda hits the campaign 
trail, sparking fears of wide- 
spread violence in the run- 
up to the elections. 

Mrs. Khaleda said in a 
televised spech Tuesday 
that opposition parties were 
out to disrupt a “peceful 
election" and urged Bang- 
ladeshis to vote without fear 
or prejudice. 

Meanwhile, poll officials 
said Mrs. Khaleda and 10 of 
her ministers will be 
returned unopposed in the 
Feb. 15 elections for the 
300 parliamentary seats. 

They are running in con- 
stituencies where there is no 
challenger to candidates 
from Mrs. Khaleda's ruling 
BNP, while 31 other party 
nominees are also unop- 
posed. the officials added. 

The ministers include 
Foreign Minister Mustafi- 
zur Rahman, Speaker 
Sheikh Razzak Ali, deputy 
house leader Badruddoza 
Chowdhury. Home Minister 
Abdul Matin Chowdhury 
and Finance Minister Saifu'r 
Rahman. 

Political analysts said in 
view of the opposition boy- 
cott and threat to disrupt the 
Feb. 15 polling, upcomin* 
voting exercise will proba- 
bly be a stopgap exercise 


peat*' 


2 charged In 
robbery of actor 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Two men were charged 
Tuesday with robbing and 
pistol-whipping actor 
Harry Dean Stanton of 
Godfather, Part D feme at 
his home over the week- 
end, court officials said. 
Alberto Guerrero, 20, and 
Jose Rivera, 18, were held 
on $945,000 and $960,000 
bail, respectively, on 

charges of caijacking, 
home invasion, robbery, 
asauh with a deadly 
weapon and false impris- 
onment The charges stem 
from the robbery Saturday 
of the 69-year-old actor 
who was featured in Repo 
Man, The Last Temptation 
Of Christ. Pretty In Pink 
and Godfather, Part IL 
Guerrero, Rivera and a 
third person who is still at 
large, knocked on 
Stanton's door and then 
pushed their way into his 
home in a secluded area 
near Hollywood, according 
to deputy district attorney 
Carol Fiscb. They tied up 
the actor, kicked him and 
hit him in the head with a 
handgun before fleeing in 
the actor’s Lexus, which 
contained a locating device 
which Stanton activated, 
she said. “They hit him in 
both eyes with the butt of 
the gun," Ms. Fisch said. 
Using the locating device, 
police found the car and 
staked it out, waiting for 
the assailants to return. A 
short pursuit ended when 
they crashed the Lexus into 
a tree. 


Attackers steal 1 r 
more than a purse 

HAMBURG. Germany ;.* ' 
(AFP) — A 43 year-old : ' ' 
Hamburg man took 3.000 *. 
marks ($2,100) in a v" 
Hamburg gaming saloon. 
only to wake up in a street- 
car and discover a cutpurse 
•had cut worse than his - 
purse. Police who inter- : - 
viewed the victim rnbospi- , " 
tal Tuesday said that , : ' 
according to his account, 
he had been at Hamburg r : " 
Railway Station late 
Monday night on his way 
home with his winnings. 
when two people attacked ;■ 
him with a spray canister. L*. ’ 
The victim fainted and later “ ; 
woke up in a moving 
streetcar to find himself 
covered in blood. — 
Emergency services con- |* ^ 
firmed that attackers had l.j, | 
not only taken his money 
but cut off the tip of his 
penis. i . . 

Despondent man : *~- 

cuts off organ 

Manila (AFP) - a ship- . 
yard welder cut off his x-r’ 
penis and slashed his neck is : . 
in an apparent suicide . 

attempt after his live-in • - 

partner claimed he was : 
impotent, local television - ; 
reported Wednesday. ABS- - • 
CBN Television said ■ !-• _ 
Armando Cabansag was 0 : \.- 
despondent after his 
unidentified lover of five - .... 
months told him he was 
impotent because he failed ' 
to impregnate her. and ' - 
threatened to end their • 
union. He was rushed to r 
hospital after severing his , 
penis and was in a stable ^ 
condition, the report said f /TT" 


f, • - ; 



No money-back 
guarantee for 
customer 

NANCY, France (AFP) — 
The disappointed customer 
of a prostitute complained 
to police in this eastern 
French city to get his 
money back after failing to 
perform in the back seat of 
his own car, police said 
here. The woman had 
accepted 200 francs ($40) 
from the 60-year-old, but 
after he failed to position 
himself appropriately, she 
lost patience, got out of the 
car and resumed her habit- 
ual pitch on the street. 
Police said the client 
lodged a complaint for 
“fraud." Interviewed, the 
prostitute told police she 
“did not provide a money- 
back guarantee for unsatis- 
fied customers." 
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World News 



Rescue workers and firemen in Secondigliano district, near Naples, spray water on the rubble after a huge explo- 
sion killed nine people. The local gas company said pipes may have ruptured when a condemned building in the 
area collapsed, causing gas to leak into the tunnel (Reuter photo) 

Death toll in Naples blaze rises to nine 


NAPLES, Italy (AFP) — 
The death toll from a spec- 
tacular fire which erupted in 
a Naples suburb overnight 
has risen to nine, while four 
people have been reported 
missing, authorities said 
Wednesday. 

Preliminary reports put 
the death toll at six — five 
construction workers work- 
ing on a slip road linking the 
peripheral district of 
Scondigliano with Naples, 


and a young girl. 

Rescue workers later 
unearthed three more bodies 
trapped inside burnt cars. 

The fire triggered several 
powerful blasts which sent a 
cement mixer and dozens of 
cars hurtling into a crater 
around 20 metres wide (66 
feet), firemen said. 

Water pipes were also 
exploded by the collapse of 
the building, and the crater 
has now filled up with 


water. 

Meanwhile, the Naples 
gas company issued a state- 
ment denying earlier reports 
that the blaze was caused by 
a gas leak. It said the col- 
lapse of a three-storey 
apartment block caused the 
gas pipes to burst, which in 
turn sparked the fire. 

An investigation has been 
opened to determine the 
cause of the blaze. 

Residents of the collapsed 


building said they had 
repeatedly complained to 
authorities that the building 
was in danger of collapse. 

Panic scenes broke out 
Tuesday night when author- 
ities evacuated around a 
thousand people from their 
homes, fearing further 
explosions. Several thou- 
sand people were also hit by 
gas and electricity cuts dur- 
ing the night. 


Hopes fade for 39 Sri Lankan crash victims 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Hopes were fast fading for 
the 39 passengers aboard a 
military helicopter which 
went missing over Tamil 
rebel dominated territory in 
northern Sri Lanka, defence 
officials said Wednesday. 

Air force planes and navy 
gunboats were still search- 
ing the sea off the northern 
peninsula of Jaffna but there 
were no signs of the wreck- 
age of the Russian-buih MI- 
17 which crashed Monday, 
a military spokesman said. 

“We have still not been 
able to spot any pan of the 
wreckage, dead bodies or 
find any survivors ” chief 
military spokesman Sarath 
Manasinghe said. 

He said the cause of the 
crash was still unknown. 

Tbe government has also 


sought help from the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) to 
locate the wreckage because 
the humanitarian organisa- 
tion works in areas under 
rebel control where the heli- 
copter was believed hit. 

The rebel Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE), in intercepted radio 
messages, bad reported 
shooting down of the heli- 
copter over the Indian 
Ocean, defence sources 
said. 

“The Tigers have said in 
(the northern peninsula of) 
Jaffna that they shot down 
the helicopter," a defence 
source said, adding that the 
guerrillas had made a simi- 
lar claim two days earlier 
when nothing was hit 

However, the LTTE's 


clandestine radio, the Voice 
of Tigers, as well as their 
regular statements issued 
from London have re- 
mained silent about (he 
crash. 

The MI-17 helicopter was 
taking troopers from the 
main air force base at PaJalv 
on the northern edge of the 
Jaffna peninsula to a small- 
er military base at 
Vettilaikemi when it went 
down. 

Evidence so far suggested 
that the aircraft may have 
been shot out of the sky by a 
rebel anti-aircraft gunner 
firing from a boat off the 
eastern coast of the Jaffna 
peninsula, probably near 
Point Pedro, defence 
sources said. 

The LTTE is known to 
have fired medium-range 


machine guns to bring down 
a Chinese built Y-S cargo 
plane off Jaffna in 
November last year, killing 
five crew members. The re- 
bels also posses heat-seek- 
ing anti -aircr aft missiles. 

The LTTE brought down 
at least five air force pl anes 
in the past year. The LTTE 
fired its first missile in April 
1995 to bring downed an 
Avro HS-748 plane near the 
Palaly Air Base. A total of 
241 people have died in 
those crashes. 

The Tamil Tigers are lead- 
ing a protracted campaign 
for an independent home- 
land in the island's northern 
and eastern regions. 

More than 50,000 people 
have died in the bitter sepa- 
ratist conflict in the past 23 
years. 


U.S. apologises to Austria over secret arms caches 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States publicly apol- 
ogised to Austria Tuesday 
for failing to inform succes- 
sive governments in Vienna 
that 79 secret arras caches 
were set up around the 
country half a century ago. 

“We apologise to the gov- 
ernment of Austria and to 
the people of Austria for the 
fact that since 1955, succes- 
sive American administra- 
tions did not inform Aus- 
trian governments of tbe 
fact of this programme,” 
State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums told a 
regular news briefing. 

The caches, including 
guns, ammunition, explo- 
sives and other supplies, 
were set up around the 
country in the early 1950s 
to serve partisans in the 
event of a Soviet invasion. 

Mr. Bums said a U.S. del- 


egation would go to Vienna 
this week to discuss with 
the Austrian government 
how to dismantle the arms 
ca-cbes, whose existence 
was first made known to the 
government in Vienna Sa- 
turday. 

“We certainly will be will- 
ing to listen to any requests 
made by the Austrian gov- 
ernment. That would only 
be logical, in view of the 
quite embarrassing situation 
in which we find our- 
selves," Mr. Bums said. 

He stressed Washington’s 
concern to maintain good 
relations with Austria and 
“to fulfil our responsibili- 
ties, now, as we try to end 
this intriguing and interest- 
ing episode from the cold 
war." 

He said it was “inadmiss- 
able" that successive gov- 
ernments since the Austrian 


state treaty in 1955 were not 
told of tbe caches, set up 
with the consent of the pre- 
1955 government. The trea- 
ty established the country's 
permanent neutrality and 
prompted the departure of 
Russian, French, British and 
U.S. forces which occupied 
the country after the World 
Warff. 

“I think here, as we look 
back on it. we think that the 
aim was noble, and the aim 
was correct And that was to 
cry to help Austria if Austria 
found itself under occupa- 
tion,” Mr. Bums said. “And 
I think that the Austrian 
people understand that” 

“Whai went wrong is that 
Washington, in successive 
administrations, from the 
Eisenhower administration, 
on until this one, simply 
decided not to talk to the 
Austrian government about 


it,” he continued. 

On Monday he said the 
existence of the caches sur- 
faced during a sweep of 
Central Intelligence Agency 
files under its new director, 
John Deutch. The adminis- 
tration is establishing a list 
of exactly where the caches 
were and what they contain. 

Mr. Bums said over the 
years four or five of the 
caches were inadvertently 
discovered by Austrians 
during construction work, 
but that the remainder have 
not been revealed. 

“And it’s now our job to 
locate each of them and to 
unearth them so that the 
Austrian people don't have 
to fear that any of these 
caches pose a threat to 
them" he said. 


U.S. says joint food aid to N. Korea possible 

in North Korea... It’s a very 
opaque society." 

He said South Koreans 
differed on the extent of the. 
food problem in the North. 

'There are some who may 
believe that it’s being exag- 
gerated. Others may believe 
it's quite serious but I don't 
want to prejudge our discus- 
sions in Hawaii.” he added. 

T am there to listen to our 
South Korean friends and 
our Japanese friends on 
their assessment of the situ- 
ation in North Korea gener- 
ally, including the food situ- 
ation." 

“There are many other 
aspects we have to discuss, 
convey our own impre- 
sisons and then together try 
to craft a joint approach,” he 
added. 

Mr. Lord said the United 
States would like some day 
to be able to work with 
North Korea. 


MANILA (R) — The Uni- 
ted States is prepared to ex- 
tend food aid to North Ko- 
rea, in concert with Japan 
and South Korea, to ease the 
famine threat to 130,000 
people in the Stalinist coun- 
try, a U.S. official indicated 
Wednesday. 

Winston Lord, U.S. assis- 
tant secretary of state for 
Hast Asian and Pacific 
affairs, said he would dis- 
cuss North Korea's plight 
with Japanese and South 
Korean officials at a meet- 
ing in Hawaii after his cur- 
rent Manila visit. 

Mr. Lord, who was leav- 
ing the Philippine capital 
Wednesday for the 
Honolulu meeting, said 
United Nations missions 
sent to North Korea were 
reporting “serious shortages 
and we have to take this as 
being a verv credible prob- 
lem”. 


“Clearly, we would be 
concerned on a humanitari- 
an basis of any suffering 
from people anywhere as 
would, I am sure. South 
Korean and Japanese 
friends,” Mr. Lord told a 
news conference. 

“So the humanitarian 
dimension of this will be a 
very important one and... I 
would hope we could agree 
in responding in a humani- 
tarian way,” he said. 

Officials of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Red 
Cross said Sunday more 
international aid was need- 
ed to feed the esti mated 
130.000 North Koreans on 
tiie brink of starvation and 
living in makeshift shelters 
amid bitter winter weather. 

The reported near-famine 
situation followed torrential 
rains which killed as many 
as 300 people and left more 
than 600.000 homeless in 


the isolated Communist 
state. 

Reclusive North Korea 
until recently viewed accep- 
ting foreign aid as an affront 
to- its sovereignty. 

Mr. Lord said the North 
Korean food situation 
would be part of “broad 
consultations” which U.S., 
Japanese and South Korean 
officials would have in 
Honolulu on “how we can 
show solidarity in our poli- 
cy toward North Korea”. 

The United States is try- 
ing to draw North Korea 
into the international com- 
munity to promote stability 
in the region as well as 
make sure that Pyongyang’s 
potential nuclear threat was 
frozen and eventually dis- 
mantled. he said. 

“It is very difficult to 
know exactly what the food 
situation is in North Korea 
nor to mention anything else 


Jordan Times, Thursday & Friday, January 25 - 26, 1996 


5 


Chechens free 45 hostages; 
still hold police as PoWs 


NOVOGROZNY, Russia 
(AFP) — Chechen sepa- 
ratists freed 40 to 50 civil- 
ian hostages Wednesday, 
but kept 23 police officers 
as prisoners of war, two 
weeks after a bold Chechen 
raid in the Russian Republic 
of Dagestan. 

The hostages were re- 
leased unconditionally and 
allowed to return to Dages- 
tan, travelling in a yellow 
bus from tbe eastern Che- 
chen town of Novogrozny. 

They were accompanied 
by a convoy of Dagestani 
leaders who were there to 
guarantee their safe return. 

But 23 police officers, 
also captured in Dagestan, 
were considered prisoners 
of war and would only be 
returned in exchange for 
Chechen prisoners captured 
by the Russians during the 


fighting in Dagestan, rebel 
chief of staff Aslan 
Maskhadov said. 

In Moscow the Russian 
ITAR-TASS news agency, 
quoting a Dagestani official, 
reported Wednesday that 45 
civilian hostages had 
crossed the border into 
Dagestan at 5:00 p.m. (1400 
GMT). 

Their bus was to arrive 
later in the day in Kizlyar, in 
tbe north of the republic, 
where a large crowd was 
gathering to welcome them 
back, the news agency said. 

Another Dagestani source, 
quoted by the Interfax News 
Agency, claimed that the 
returnees included some 
Dagestani police officers, as 
well as civilians. The police 
officers still being held by 
tbe Chechens were report- 
edly from Novosibirsk, in 


Siberia. 

Salman Raduyev, leader 
of the guerrillas who 
attacked Dagestan, said he 
held a further 29 power sta- 
tion workers seized in a sep- 
arate incident near tbe 
Chechen capital Grozny. 

They too would only be 
released in return for 
Chechen prisoners, he said. 

There were conflicting 
figures on the total number 
of hostages released 
Wednesday, with officials 
saying between 42 and 50. 

Mr. Raduyev led a group 
of about 200 guerrillas into 
Dagestan, attacked a 
Russian air base, then took 
hostages to guarantee safe 
passage back to Cbechenya. 

Tbe rebels and their cap- 
tives were trapped by 
Russian forces in the village 
of Pervomaiskaya, near the 


border with Chechenya. 

Before dawn last 
Thursday, the Chechens and 
dozens of hostages broke 
out of encircling Russian 
troops and escaped to 
Chechenya. 

In Moscow, Interfax 
reported that the hostages 
freed Wednesday had been 
exchanged for the bodies of 
42 separatist fighters killed 
during the hostage-taking in 
Pervomaiskaya. 

Officials from Dagestan 
handed over the 42 bodies 
after they had been identi- 
fied. a Dagestani source was 
quoted saying. 

The remains of other sep- 
aratist fighters still in the 
custody of Dagestani 
authorities will be returned 
to the separatists as soon as 
they have been identified, 
the source added. 


Japan premier easily 
beats back election calls 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
new Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoto sailed 
through his first test of 
strength with tbe opposition 
Wednesday, easily beating 
back calls for snap elec- 
tions. 

Buoyed by a day of 
sparkling economic news, 
Mr. Hashimoto also deflect- 
ed demands to shelve a 
scheme to use billions of 
dollars in taxpayer money 
to bail out failed home 
mortgage firms, the biggest 
lest for his new govern- 
ment 

In an almost dream start 
to bis first parliamentary 
session as prime minister, 
Mr. Hashimoto was never 
seriously challenged by the 
opposition’s first question- 
ing of him since he took 
over the leadership post two 
weeks ago. 

Mr Hashimoto's task was 
made easier by the 
announcement Wednesday 
of official figures which 
showed Japan’s contentious 
trade surplus fell for the 
first time in five years in 
1995. 

The Finance Ministry said 
the surplus in 1995 fell to 
$107.10 billion from a 
record $120.86 billion a 
year earlier. 

Tbe trade data pushed the 
dollar above 106 yen in 
Tokyo Wednesday morning, 
a figure which is also good 
for Japan’s economic recov- 
ery. 

There were no unexpected 
questions or revelations 
about the bailout scheme, 
despite opposition promises 
before parliament opened 
Monday that it would use 
the issue to force an early 
election. 

Instead, opposition leader 
Ichiro Ozawa, head of tbe 
Shinshinto (New Frontier 
Party), was content to spend 
most of his time simply out- 
lining his group's alterna- 
tive policies. 

Mr. Hashimoto plans to 


use 685 billion yen ($68 bil- 
lion) in public money to 
wind up tbe seven failed 
mortgage firms which over- 
lent mainly on real estate 
ventures in tbe 1980s “bub- 
ble” years when the Japan 
economy was flying high. 

The firms, known as 
^jusen”, had outstanding 
loans of about 10.72 trillion 
yen ($102 billion) as of 
June 1995, of which about 
8.13 trillion yen ($77.4 bil- 
lion) were problem loans 
and at least 6.27 trillion yen 
($59.7 billion) unrecover- 
able. 

There was no question 
even raised about Mr. 
Hashimoto's possible role 
in the debacle from his time 
as finance minister in 1990 
when the Finance Ministry 
introduced restrictions on 
tending to real estate devel- 
opers but exempted jusen. 

Mr. Ozawa only singled 
out Ml Hashimoto's prede- 
cessor. Socialist Prime 
Minister Tomiict< 

Murayama, and outgoing 
Finance Minister 

Masayoshi Takemura, as 
individuals whose actions 
needed to be examined. 

Mr. Hashimoto’s conserv- 
ative Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) is in a 19- 
momh-old coalition with 
Ml mnrayama’s Socialists 
and Ml Takemura's Saki- 
gake party. 

“It’s very regrettable that 
we cannot directly look 
closely into the responsibil- 
ities of former Prime 
Minister Murayama and 
former Finance Minister 
Takemura over the current 
parliament’s main issue on 
jusen,” Mr. Ozawa said. 

“I urge that there be a 
quick break up of tbe lower 
house of parliament to seek 
the people’s opinion,” Mr. 
Ozawa said in demanding 
polls. 

He said the polls were 
needed so tbe people could 
judge who was responsible 
for tbe jusen crisis. 


More staff leave Diana 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana lost a secre- 
tary and a chauffeur 
Tuesday just a day after her 
private secretary resigned, 
her office said. 

The departures are tbe lat- 
est in an exodus of staff that 
began in November when 
the princess gave a televi- 
sion interview, admitting to 
adultery and suggesting 
Prince Charles was unfit to 
become king. Her press 
secretary who was not con- 
sulted about the interview 
resigned the day after it was 
aired. 

“One secretary has re- 
signed and ooe of the 
chauffeurs is finishing up," 
Princess Diana’s spokes- 
man said. 

He would give no further 
information about why the 
secretary, Nicky Cockeli, 
had resigned but he said the 
chauffeur was leaving after 
more than five years of ser- 
vice because Princess 
Diana no longer needed a 
full-time driver. 

Ms. Cockell's resignation 
leaves Princess Diana, the 
estranged wife of heir-to- 
the throne Prince Charles, 
with just two relatively jun- 


ior staff to run her office. 

Her private secretary 
Patrick Jephson. who bad 
worked for Princess Diana 
or Prince Charles for eight 
years, quit Monday, saying 
his parting was “perfectly 
amicable” and denying 
media reports be was angry 
about tbe television inter- 
view. 

Princess Diana, 34, did 
not inform her advisers or 
her mother-in-law Queen 
Elizabeth about the inter- 
view until just a few hours 
before it was broadcast 

She won huge public 
sympathy from the televi- 
sion interview in which she 
talked of her misery during 
her marriage to Prince 
Charles, who has said he 
Dever loved her and con- 
fessed to having a mistress. 

But it infuriated the royal 
family and Princess Diana 
appears increasingly isolat- 
ed in her private life. 

The staff departures have 
left her without key advis- 
ers when she is negotiating 
with lawyers and the royal 
famil y over an expected 
di vorce from Prince 
Charles and her new public 
role. 



Taiwan President Lee Tfeng-Hui (right) and Premier 
Lien Chan wave to supporters during the open ceremo- 
ny of their election .campaign headquarters in Taipei 
Wednesday. Mr. Lee and Mr. Lien are the Nationalists* 
presidential and vice presidential nomj.^es, respective- 
ly, in Taiwan’s inaugural direct presidential elections 
scheduled for March 23 (Reuter photo) 

Lee Teng-Hui: Next 4 years 
to decide fate of Taiwan 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwa- 
nese President Lee Teng- 
Hui said Wednesday the 
next four years would 
decide if Taiwan is to lead 
the process of unification 
with China or simply be 
taken over by Beijing. 

“The next four years will 
be full of challenges. They 
will decide the fate of 
Taiwan, whether to surren- 
der or be united, or whether 
to lead the unification,” Mr. 
Lee toJd supporters during 
the inauguration of his cam- 
paign headquarters in 
Taipei. 

He did not elaborate on 
bow Taiwan could lead the 
process of unification, but 
said tbe country needed a 
president who was known 
on the international stage 
and had “fame, wisdom, 
courage and insight.” 

Of all the candidates 
standing for upcoming 
presidential elections only 
he and his vice presidential 
running mate Premier Lien 
Chan had tbe necessary 
qualities, Mr. Lee said 
adding that only when drey 
were elected would 
Taiwan’s future be secure. 

Mr. Lee is expected to 
win the island's first direct 
presidential elections 
against former dissident 
Peng Ming-Min of the pro- 
independence Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP), 
ousted ruling party Vice 
Chairman Lin Yang-Kang. 
and Chen Li-An, former 
head of the government 
watchdog, tbe Control 
Yuan. 

He called on all 13 mil- 
lion eligible voters to cast 
their ballots, saying the first 
popularly elected president 
must have at least 50 per 
cent of the votes. 

“On March 23, 1996. the 
people here will be their 
own masters to elect their 
own president ... This grand 
historic mission is jointly 
achieved by the 21 million 
compatriots here ... We all 
are making history,” said 
Mr. Lee, who will be the 
last president elected only 
by the 314-seat National 
Assembly. 


China, which view's 
Taiwan as a renegade 
province, has voiced suspi- 
cion over the elections, say- 
ing they are the first step by 
the island towards indepen- 
dence. 

Beijing has threatened to 
invade Taiwan if it formally 
declares independence. 

Meanwhile authorities 
Wednesday appealed for 
calm following a U.S. press 
report that China had com- 
pleted plans for an attack on 
the Nationalist island. 

“So far. we have not 
received any message that 
can confirm the report," but 
people “must remain calm 
and have confidence in the 
defence capability of the 
armed forces here," Chen 
Yung-Tso, acting 

spokesman of the Foreign 
Ministry, told reporters 
here. 

He was referring to a New 
York Times report 
Wednesday that China’s 
leadership has sent clear 
warnings to the U.S. admin- 
istration that it has complet- 
ed plans for an attack on 
Taiwan which could come 
after tire March presidential 
election. 

Mr. Chen said Taipei has 
maintained close but unof- 
ficial contacts with 
Washington, but so far the 
government had not 
received any message from 
the United States informing 
it of the reported attack 
plan. 

According to Vice 
Foreign Minister Huang 
Hsiu-Jih, China has repeat- 
edly said it would only 
attack if Taiwan declared 
independence or there was 
foreign intervention in 
Taiwanese affairs. 

“If the two preconditions 
cannot be established, it 
would be unlikely the 
Chinese Communists 
would attack Taiwan.” he 
said. 

State television here quot- 
ed news agencies as saying 
that both China’s Foreign 
and Defence ministries had 
denied the report. 
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Comprehensive peace in the making 

THERE IS much hope that the Syrian- Israeli talks 
that resumed in Washington Wednesday might lead to 
an early breakthrough. The two sides seem to be 
determined to achieve quick results. There are al- 
ways, of course, the obvious factors which have 
clearly influenced the two si.des to start talking to one 
another instead of at one another. Washington is 
known to Have been exerting pressure on Israel and 
Syria to deliver on their commitments for peace this 
year and preferably in the course of the few months 
remaining before the U.S. Presidential elections. 
President Bill Clinton needs to show that regional and 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East has been 
finally attained during his “first” tenure in office. 
Without Damascus joining the bandwagon of peace in 
the area, there can be no credible claim that peace in 
the Middle East has finally dawned on all the 
countries of the region. 

It is well-known that the 1996 presidential elections 
in the U.S. will be hotly contested with the Republican 
Party determined to snatch power from the Demo- 
crats in the White House as they succeeded in doing in 
Congress last year. An equally pressing point is the 
upcoming Israeli elections which Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres and his Labour Party would like to 
win on the basis of the much talked about regional and 
comprehensive peace that includes their country’s 
arch enemy Syria. Mr. Peres needs to know as early 
as possible whether to call for an early election which 
he appears to be poised to win in the wake of the 
assassination of his predecessor Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and the blacklash against the right that 
the assassination has caused. Waiting until October, 
the scheduled date of the Knesset elections, could pose 
a gamble for Mr. Peres and his party as the strength 
of his party may erode by then. Still the sticking 
points that have divided Syria and Israel so far have 
centred on the extent of Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights, the nature of the peace regime 
between the two countries and the security arrange- 
ments on the Heights. In retrospect, the principal 
issue remains the extent of peace that is envisioned by 
Damascus. Everything else is destined to fall into 
place the minute this dimension is resolved. 

Damascus has been credited with making the first 
move on the eve of the start of the new round of peace 
talks by making a concession on the placement of 
early warning systems on its territory to allay Israeli 
fears. Syrian President Hafez Assad insists with 
justification, though, on mutual security measures 
because his country too has a lot to fear from Israel. 
The history of the region corroborates the Syrian 
anxieties and we naturally support the demand of 
Damascus for total security arrangements as well as 
complete Israeli withdrawal from its territory. As for 
the kind of peace that the two countries should aim 
for, all that we can say in this regard is that it should 
correspond with the extent of Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights, the long-term Israeli nuclear 
weapons programme, the resolution of the Palestinian 
question as well as its water policy. These are 
reasonable and equitable parametres by which the 
two sides can determine the nature of peace that they 
may enjoy after so many years of hostility. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


SAMIR QTAM1 a writer for A1 Ra'i lauded the efforts of 
the Jordanian Consumers Protection Society (JCPS) of 
trying to help the public fight over rising prices, and the 
greed of certain merchants. Calling on the government to 
back the socity's endeavours, Samir Qtami said that the 
society can only succeed if it is supported by members of 
the public as well, by responding favourably to its calls, 
like it did in the case of coffee. The writer put fourth 
ideas to help control the rising cost of living, noting that 
it is almost impossible for the government to keep con-, 
trol over everything without immediate response on the 
pan of the public. He said that though the income tax 
department can help in this regard by collecting 
increased amounts of taxes from those merchants who 
accumulate sudden wealth, the chambers of industry and 
trade should cooperate with the government in ensuring 
that merchants abide by reasonable margin of profit for 
their goods and that the JCPS pursue a campaign of 
spreading awareness among members of the public on 
ways of fighting off xts of manipulation and profiteer- 
ing. 

A writer for AI Dustour has charged that the Telecom- 
munications Corporation (TCC) has failed over the years 
to keep its promises of expanding the telephone network 
in a manner that would cater to the requirements of the 
economic development The recent promises made by 
the TCC director about the immediate installation of 

5.000 new lines will not convince anyone that this is real- 
ly going to happen because the public has been hearing 
promises over the years without seeing any of them 
realised, said Mohammad Duoud. Of course, should the 

5.000 lines be installed in the coming month, as is 
promisd by the TCC, it will bring'relief to many citizens 
or businesses that have been waiting for them for so long, 
he said. But should the TCC find itself unable to keep its 
promises, it ought to declare the facts openly and frankly, 
he demanded. Needless to say that telephones are very 
essential factors for economic development, especially as 
the Kingdom is opening its doors to investors from 
around the world, added the writer. He said the TCC 
should revise its plans and undertake serious steps for 
meeting the economic challenges that await Jordan and 
the Middle East region in the era of peace. 


Time for a distinguished university 


IN VIEW of the many sig- 
nificant recent develop- 
ments — within the educa- 
tion sector itself, within our 
society at large and within 
the region as a whole — 
time appears to be ripe for 
the establishment of a dis- 
tinguished university. Even 
though we have good, very 
good and even excellent 
universities, we do not 
have any university of the 
exceptional calibre we 
have been dreaming of 
having for years. 

We must begin by affirm- 
ing our understanding of 
the conditions governing 
the establishment and per- 
formance of our existing 
universities (both public 
and private), our apprecia- 
tion of the many services 
they have been rendering 
and our true pride in the 
battles they have been wag- 
ing to survive, thrive and 
prosper. 

One must be fair. For 
decades now, our public 
universities have con- 
tributed crucially to the 
development and progress 
we have so far witnessed, 
and to the development and 
progress of many of our 
neighbouring countries. 
Within the Arab World, 
Jordanian universities 
(which are more liberal in 
their outlook and dynamic 
in their approach than most 
universities in the region) 
enjoy an excellent reputa- 
tion. and desexvingly so. 
Moreover, many of their 
graduates have distin- 
guished themselves in vari- 
ous fields. 

But we are all aware- of 
the many staunch impedi- 
ments which inhibit, and at 
times severely cripple, 
their performance. The bot- 
tom line here is that our 
pubic universities are, 
despite the imm ense 
autonomous status they 
enjoy, virtually state 
universities. As such, they 


have an obligation, first 
and foremost, to cater for 
the needs of the public for 
whose “service" they have 
been created in the first 
place, and not to look after 
their own needs, standards 
and status. It is extremely 
bard to strike a satisfactory 
balance between the 
demands of the public and 
the aspirations of the 
universities themselves. 

What do you do, as a 
public university, when at 
[be end of the year the par- 
ents of the sons and daugh- 
ters who have finished the 
tawjihi successfully want 
to see them join “our 
national" universities and 
not study abroad and thus 
“waste” valuable national 
funds and when they exer- 
cise all kinds of pressure, 
through the media and par- 
liament, to expand admis- 
sion? No matter bow con- 
scious or cautious you are 
about maintaining certain 
academic “standards” and 
“criteria" you will end up 
admitting more than you 
wish to admit Gasses will 
be crowded, and (he levels 
of students will be 
immensely discrepant Can 
you refuse appointment or 
tenure to a “son" of the 
“homeland" who has 
received a Ph. D. from 
somewhere in Lala or Lulu 
land on die grounds that he 
does not come close even 
to the bare minimum of 
standards? I can cite a zil- 
lion other reasons or inci- 
dents why our public 
universities cannot be what 
we want them or what they 
want themselves to be, but 
you get the picture. 

Why do we want a distin- 
guished university? 

Many reasons. One rea- 
son has already been sug- 
gested. namely, that we do 
not have distinguished 
higher education. Our pub- 
lic universities offer, in the ■ 
best of seasons, good basic 


education, and no more. As 
for our private universities, 
it is too early to tell what 
they will be like. At this 
point, most of them worry 
more about attracting 
enough students and 
instructors to apply than 
the quality of those stu- 
dents and instructors. 

The second obvious rea- 
son is that our universities 
do not cater well enough to 
the needs of our excellent 
students. Our public 
schools, thougb unsatisfac- 
tory in many ways, do pro- 
vide us annually with a 
number of students who are 
either outstanding and 
exceptional or have the 
potential to be so. And we 
also get many outstanding 
and exceptional students 
from many of our private 
schools which offer first- 
class education and experi- 
ence. With the way things 
are at our existing 
universities, these students 
do not find much challenge 
inside and outside class. 
This is something we have 
to worry about seriously. 

The third reason has to do 
with the changes and chal- 
lenges of the times. If we 
are serious about meeting 
the twenty-first century 
with different qualifica- 
tions and preparedness 
than we have meet the pre- 
sent century, we have to 
offer quality education not 
just at the school level but 
also at the university level. 
It is only through providing 
society with quality gradu- 
ates in the various fields 
and spheres that we can 
transform our society, our 
culture and our civilisation 
into so mething categorical- 
ly better. 

What kind of a university 
do we want? 

We want a university 
which focuses primarily on 
the humanities and the 
social sciences.- 1 honestly 
believe that wp., have 


enough qualified doctors, 
engineers and pharmacists. 
And I also believe that our 
exisisting public and pri- 
vate universities have been, 
and will continue to be, 
doing a good job at training 
students in (he various 
realms of science. What we 
need more than anything 
are qualified specialists in 
the various branches of the 
humanities and foe social 
sciences. So far, the less 
competitive students join 
these specialisations and 
the quality of education 
they receive is way below 
foe standards. Languages, 
literatures, sociology, his- 
tory, anthropology, histoiy, 
anthropology, education, 
psychology, journalism and 
religious studies are cmcial 
disciplines. I would argue 
that our main weakness is 
not so much in the techni- 
cal or technological know- 
how but in the attitudes and 
moral values which sbape 
individual performance. 
You can buy the most 
sophisticated computer 
system in the whole world, 
and you can easily train a 
person to use it; but bow 
can you guarantee that this 
person will take his job 
seriously and perform effi- 
ciently? How do we create 
sound moral values and 
healthy attitudes? Obvious- 
ly, through family and 
school education. But also 
through rigorous training 
in the humanities and the 
social sciences at the col- 
lege level. 

And we want it also to be 
a university which adopts 
the philosophy and 
approch of other distin- 
guished universities, with 
respect to its emphasis on 
interdisciplinary studies, 
on flexibility in catering to 
the individual needs of stu- 
dents, on competitive 
admission, on small num- 
bers, etc. -The most impor-. 
taut factor in the success of 


the institution (more 
important than any other 
factor) is the careful choice 
of the team which is to 
spearhead and lead the uni- 
versity and foe teac hin g 
sta ff who are going to 
translate the philosophy 
into action. The team has to 
be truly distinguished and 
exceptional and the teach- 
ing staff has to be truly dis- 
tinguished and exceptional 
(and I mean truly). 

Is it possible to have such 
a university in our part of 
the world? 

Yes. We now have so 
man y public and private 
universities which cater to 
the needs of exceptional 
students. We have enough 
excelling or potentially 
excelling students to 
choose from, and we have 
enough excelling or poten- 
tially excelling staff mem- 
bers to choose from. As for 
money, we do not need 
very much to establish 
whar we so far have estab- 
lished. And since we are 
talking about a hu mani ties 
and social sciences college, 
we do not need sophisticat- 
ed labs and advanced tech- 
nical tools. We do not want 
a gorgeous campus and 
fancy buildings. All we 
want are excellent adminis- 
trators. excellent students 
and excellent teachers. If 
we look carefully around 
us, we can easily find them. 

We take great pride in the 
attention Jordan is giving 
to the education of disabled 
students and students with 
special needs; and we take 
pride in Jordan’s increased 
commitment to quality 
school education. We want 
now some serious attention 
to quality education at the 
college level. Thi$ is a 
must 


Palestinian elections — first step towards state, democracy 


By G. FL Jansen 

EAST JERUSALEM — One 
should always take Yasser 
Arafat's statements, particu- 
larly if they are political pre- 
dictions. with a large grain of 
salt because they always tend 
to be too optimistic. Bui his 
prediction, just before the first- 
ever Palestinian general and pres- 
idential elections, that Die election 
would lay the foundation stone of 
an independent Palestinian state is 
solidly credible and seems to be 
coming true two days after the 
election. 

Thus, on the day before the 
election came a bold statement 
from Faisal Husseini. the 
unofficial leader of Palestinian 
Jerusalem, that the new Pales- 
tinian Authority would appoint a 
“governor'" for the Jerusalem Dis- 
trict as the Authority has appoint- 
ed governors for all the other lib- 
erated towns on (be West Bank. 
This caused anger and outrage in 
Israel which claims the city of 
Jerusalem as its exclusive, eternal 
capital, because a Palestinian gov- 
ernor appointed to oversee the 
affairs of the liberated villages in 
the Jerusalem District could be a 
first step towards the rcrxtemioQ 
of Palestinian rule over the east- 
ern sector of the city captured and 
illegally annexed by Israel in 
1967. Furthermore. Faisal Hussei- 
ni insists that, when the final sta- 
tus negotiations open in May. the 
entirety of Jerusalem, Jewish West 
Jerusalem and Palestinian East 
Jerusalem, will become the sub- 
ject of negotiation. 

On the day after the elections, 
Mahmoud Abbas ("Abu MazeiTj. 
head of (he Palestine Election 
Commission, proclaimed (hat the 
newly elected 88-member Councl 
will declare independence for 
Palestine during its first three year 
term. Gating his timing some- 
what muddled, Mr. Abbas also 
said that the election of the Coun- 
cil “has brought us five minutes 
from independence." Thus, con- 
firmhe that the most significant 
fact al-rut the election was the 
election itself and also confirming 

the opinion of a Palestinian 
observer. "We vote therefore we 
exist." The vote in and by itself 
has given the Palestinians a new 
sense of self-reliance. As the 
ambassador of the PLO to Lon- 
don. Afif Safich. claimed, "The 
event of the election is more 
important than ihc content of the 


election.” 

The one factor that, above all, 
led to Mahmoud Abbas's self-con- 
fidence and predictions is that a 
very important, intangible but 
slightly mysterious element 
known as “legitimacy" conferred 
by the simple an of dropping into 
a closed receplicle a piece of paper 
with a name or symbol on it. 

In the Arab-Israeli situation 

“legitimacy"’ could cut two ways. 
It could make life more difficult 
for the Israelis by adding to the 
boldness and courage of the Pales- 
tinians who are realising that, dc 
facto and de jure, they are now in 
charge of their own destiny, but it 
will also add to the problems of 
Mr. Arafat in dealing with his hith- 
erto subservient and obedient 
Palestinian citizens who now 
know that, unlike previously, 
when he, more or less, appointed 
himself as their leader and they 
accepted his decision, it is now 
they, the people, who have put him 
into authority as their leader. 

Likewise the Israelis will have 
to realise that it is going to be very 
different dealing with Mr. Arafat 


as a self-appointed chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the PLO 
and Me Arafat as the elected Pres- 
ident of the Palestine National 
Council. 

As one travels through the new 
Palestinian self-rule areas in 
Ra m alla h , Jericho or Bethlehem, 
one can almost feel the old Israeli 
unchallenged dominance slipping 
out of the picture, aided, ironically 
enough, by denunciations from 
Israeli right-wingers confirming 
that this “terrible" development is 
indeed happening to the Jewish 
state. Aided too. by claims from 
other Israeli hardliners that “we 
will return" to Ramallah. Jericho 
and Bethlehem, thus acknowledg- 
ing that they have given up areas 
of the West Bank, the heartland of 
the land given to them by their 
God Yahweh: an act erf" defiance 
and disobedience forced on them 
by their Palestinian enemy and the 
international community. 

For hardline Zionist Israelis tills 
must be a very dissplriting and dis- 
turbing time when old verities are 
being overturned. 

One very clear indication of 


slipping Israeli dominance, even in 
their “eternal, undivided capital” is 
that foreign leaders insist on meet- 
ing the Palestinian local leaders in 
Orient House, the PLO headquar- 
ters in the city, despite vigorous 
Israelis protests against such visits. 
The French and the Dutch foreign 
ministers have recently made such 
visits and the European Union 
Troika of the foreign ministers of 
Ireland, Italy and Spain visited 
Orient House on Monday. These 
count as moves towards sharing 
Jerusalem between Israel and the 
future Palestinian state, an offer 
made by the PLO but spumed by 
Israel- The Palestinian ambassador 
to the U.K. stated the plain fact 
when, following the elections he 
declared: “We have reasserted our 
presence in Jerusalem". 

This fact was confirmed by the 
Dutch foreign minister who just a 
week before the elections look 
place stared that his country con- 
sidered East Jerusalem pan of 
“occupied territory" and by the 
Irish foreign minister, speaking 48 
hours after the poll, wbo said that 
the status of Jerusalem had to be 


LETTERS 


Report unreflective of realities 


To foe Editor: 


THE JORDAN Tunes on Monday (Jan. 22. 1996) published a 
Iordan News Agency (Petra) report entitled “ICRC Gives Clean 
Bill of Health to Kingdom’s Juvenile Delinquent Reformatory 
Centres” on its Home News page. The article presented a report 
on a meeting held Sunday. 21. 1. 19%. between Head of the 
ICRC Delegation in Amman Yves Giovannoni and Public Securi- 
ty General Director Lt General Abdul Rahman Al Adwan. We 
would like to draw your attention to the fact that the report did not 
properly reflect die content and purpose of the meeting and. 
therefore, we wish to make the following clarifications: 

Mr. Giovannoni has been in Jordan for over IS months now. 
beading up the ICRC Delegation, which, amongst its various 
other humanitarian activities, carries out regular visits to deten- 
tion places in Jordan pursuant to an agreement between the 
authorities of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRCL and in accor- 
dance with the lCRC’s humanitarian mandate. ICRC delegates 
have since 1979 been visiting detainees held at the various deten- 
tion places. Their visits have followed standard ICRC procedures. 
Le. they freely interview all detainees without witnesses and 
without time limit in their place of detention. The purpose of 
these visits is to essentially assess the material conditions of 
detention and the treatment of the detainees. 

The ICRC usually writes confidential reports on its findings 
only to the concerned authorities and does not publish them, but 
reserves the right for itself to publish the full text of the reports in 
case the concerned authorities publish incomplete parts or differ- 
ent versions of the report Likewise, the ICRC only excep 


tionally resorts to public statements in view of discharging its 
duties. 

As an expression of the continuing good relations between the 
ICRC and the PSD, and in view of die latter’s 
interest in humanitarian issues, the head of the ICRC Delegation. 
Mr. Giovannoni. paid a courtesy visit to Ll General Adwan Sun- 
day and only briefly discussed the recent ICRC visits. 

Therefore, we were astonished at the contents of the Petra 
report, as published in the Jordan Tunes, particularly since most 

of the topics mentioned — like visits to the juvenile centres 

were never discussed. As a matter of fact. Lt General Adwan was 
recontacted today after the publication of the article in the press 
and expressed his sutprise at the quality of the report. 

We wish to seize this opportunity to praise the close of ties of 
cooperation between the ICRC and the Jordan News A«rencv 
(Petra), the Jordan Times and the other news media in Jordan. 

Mu’in Kassis, 
Press and Information Official, 
ICRC Office 
Amman. 

Editor's note: It is precisely because the Jordan Times cannot 
assume responsibility Jbr content in news agency reports that it 
insists on including a by-line at the top of each story. We do 
check content in reports, we edit and. rewrite where and when 
possible, depending on resources available fo tin's newspaper. 
But when that happens the by-line b changed, as is clear h evi- 
dent to our readers . 


settled in such a way as to be 
acceptable to “both parties," that is 
the Palestinians as weU as Israel, 
making it dear that Europe docs 
not recognise Israel's unilateral 
annexation of the city. 

And if the old Israeli physical 
do min ance in the territories is 
waning so too is the political dom- 
inance of Mr. Arafal over (he 
Palestinians who live there. 
Although he secured 88 per cent of 
the vote in the presidential election 
and his candidates took all but a 
dozen seals in the 88-seat Coun- 
cil, it is expected that the fact 
that they have been given a 
mandate from the people will 
make them more independent 
of Mr. Arafat and more respon- 
sive to the demands of their 
constituents than Mr. Arafat's 
appointees have done. Dr. 
Gil assan Khatib, a leading 
Jerusalem analyst, believes it 
will take some time but the 
new Council members will 
eventually use the powers the 
election has given them. 
"Democracy," he said, "will 
come after a year or two." 


By Ali Kassay 

Blistering 

blizzards 


Jordan, as everyone knows, 
is a land of sunshine. For 
eight months every year, 
the sun gently caresses the 
hilltops with its golden 
rays, almost uninterrupted 
by the slightest wisp of a 
cloud, offering perfectly 
clement weather for pic- 
nics, barbecues, and other 
such improving and invig- 
orating outdoor activities. 

However, people also 
need water. Every year in 
Jordan, as if by ritual, the 
rains take too long to come. 
There passes a weary time, 
each throat is parched and * 
glazed each weary eye. 
The anguished farmers, 
with the rest of the popula- 
tion behind them, start 
praying for rain. Eventual- 
ly, in answer to these 
ardent supplications, the 
Compassionate and Merci- 
ful God sends us rain, and, 
as if by common accord, 
the whole country comes to 
a standstill. 

The first drizzle brings a 
glimmer of hope to the 
farmers, that the harvest 
may yet be salvaged It 
also brings disgrumiement 
to foe rest of the population 
as the telephones cease to 
function. 

As the gentle spray 
develops into a shower, the 
rural population utters 
prayers of thanks for God’s 
munificence. City dwe- 
llers, on foe other hand, 
fold up and go home 
because the power has 
failed and there is no 
prospect in the foreseeable 
future of switching on an 
electric light bulb, to say 
’ nothing of a personal com- 
puter. 

_ Should the thirsty popu- Ji 
Hatton be further blessed 
with heavy rain, the streets 
become awash with the 
overflow from the sewers, 
manhole covers come off 
their moorings, and the 
boulevards of the capital 
become virtually impass- 
able rivers. The only place 
where water becomes 
scarce is, ironically 
enough, in the taps. 

Finally, comes the annual 
forecast of snow, and the 
whole population takes 
leave of its senses and 
starts boarding food in 
quantities sufficient to 
withstand a protracted 
siege. Notice, it takes not 
actual snow, but foe suspi- 
cion of it to bring the coun- 
try to a standstill. A year 
ago in December the Uni- 
versity- was shut, schools 
closed and Parliament sus- 
pended its debates, then, lo 
and behold, no blizzard 
manifested itself, and 
everybody felt a bit silly. 

Should foe snow actually 
start to fall, pandemonium 
prevails, particularly on the ^ 
roads. Drivers are ail 
gripped by panic and they 
proceed to chive at a snail's 
pace, with their hazard 
lights flashing, to make 
sure that other motorists 
have no inkling which way 
they want to arm. Motor •„ 
cars, poorly maintained at the 
best of times, fail to start or 
fall apart altogether, and 
refuse to negotiate the slight- 
est climb. Taxis disappear r 
from the streets. Shops close. 

On these occasions, the 
whole population of Jordan 
has but one thought on its col- 
lective mind: To go home, 
barricade all doors and win- 
dows, and remain within until 
the sun shines again. Then, 
putting thought into action, 
the citizenry moves with such 
firm resolution and unity of 
purpose that, were it chan- 
nelled into constructive 
endeavour, it would achieve 
miracles for Jordan’s socio- 
economic recovery and sus- 
tainable growth. 

All of which leads me to 
think about the- national cam- \ 
paign to combat desertifica- * v 
(ion. Are we sure that it is a 
good idea after ail ? I mean. 
given the way we behave •• 
when there is foe slightest hint 
of moisture in the atmosphere. ■- 
maybe aridity is a blessing in 
disguise. 
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Changes and exchanges can do a world 



HRH Prince Road Bin Zeid left for Israel Wednesday to 
pay a reciprocal visit to Dr. Nurit Noi of Ilan, the Israeli 
Organisation for the Disabled. Dr. Noi. who was in Jordan 
last fall, visited several of the Kingdom s institutions which 
address the needs of the disabled. Prince Rood, who is 
chairman of the Jordan Sports Federation for the Handi- 
capped as well as the Friendship Association for the Blind 
is expected to spend two days in Israel visiting counterpart 
institutions and meeting with principals working in the 
same and similar areas of concern. With the signing of the 
final agreements on bilateral cooperation in line with the 
Jordan-Israel peace treaty, many more such reciprocal vis- 
its are expected in various spheres of common interest. 


BETTER LATE THAN NEVER : It has been a lit- 
tle more than a year since Jordan has had an ambassador 
in Fran, but last week Sheikh Nouh Ali Salman Al Qudah 
was appointed as the Kingdom's new envoy to Tehran. 
Bom in Ain Jana in Ajloun in 1939, Sheikh Nouh earned 
his bachelors degree in Islamic theology at Damascus Uni- 
versity, a masters in comparative Islamic law from Al 
Azhar University in Cairo in 1980, and his Ph.D. from the 
University of Mohammad Bin Saud in Riyadh in 1986. He 
joined the Jordan Armed Forces in 1965 and was appoint- 
ed as mufti in 1972. When he retired as a major general in 
1992, Sheikh Nouh was appointed chief Islamic justice 
until he retired in 1993. His appointment as ambassador 
to the Islamic republic is his first diplomatic posting. 
Married with 10 children. Sheikh Nouh succeeds Ambas- 
sador Yassin Istanboli who was posted as ambassador to 
Pakistan. Sheikh Nouh has been awarded several medals 
and has been decorated numerous times. Ties between 
Iran and Jordan have been doing well, save for an incident 
late last year when an Iranian diplomat was expelled from 
the Kingdom. But as if to play down the incident. Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti said the envoy was not 
expelled but declared “persona non grata. " 


TOWARD GREENER PASTURES? Moving fur- 
ther eastward also, but heading for the balmy airs of Sin- 
gapore is the Wall Street Journal's Middle East correspon- 
dent. Peter Waldman. In Amman for the past two years . 
after a two-year stiru in London, and prior to that, in 
Jerusalem. Waldman says he found Jordan to be a “ terrif- 
ic base" because of the easy access to other countries, a 
“great airline." all the embassies you- need, 'and- people 
with useful information. ' He and his wife Charene Zalis, 


who has been freelancing as a television producer [pri- 
marily for the Public Broadcasting System ( PBS ) in the 
. U.S.J were delighted to set up house in Amman ’s First Cir- 
cle district. Amman will always be special to them for one 
other reason, their daughter Jenna was bom here. It is 
Waldman’s fifth city in 10 years with the WSJ, and he says 
it has been as delightful as any of the others and the 
friends he made here became as close as others he met in 
the U.S.. Europe and elsewhere in the Middle East. The 
couple's only disappointment was the lack, in the capital, 
of open and green spaces and parks for 1 5-month-old 
Jenna to romp in. In Singapore, where Waldman will take 
on the post of southern Asia correspondent, the Waldman - 
Zalis family will await the arrival of a second baby due in 
July. The family leaves in early February. Waldman says 
he feels very hopeful for Jordan in that he believes the 
country is “ready to reap benefits of its position out here. ’’ 
We wish them a safe journey and a healthy new baby! 


REWARDS IN SERVICE: U was more than hope 
that young Abdel Raheem Yousef received from the Rotary 
Club of Amman Cosmopolitan. The eight-year-old's fami- 
ly approached club president Wa 'el Karadsheh to see what 
could be done to help them with financial assistance to pay 
for a badly-needed eye operation for Abdel Raheem. The 
club was informed of the family's difficulty and quickly 
sought a way to help. Russian Ambassador to Jordan 
Alexander Saltanov, an active Rotation, contacted his gov- 
ernment and arranged to have Abdel Raheem operated on 
in his country. But soon afterwards Dr. Ziad Sharaiha, 
another member, identified a specialist in Jordan. Dr. 
Bakri Bitar. who performed the surgery on Abdel Raheem 
at the Arab Centre for Heart and Special Surgery in 
Amman: The surgery, reports the Cosmopolitan members, 
was a success, and they say they were happy to have been 
able to help, especially since they hold their motto, “Ser- 
vice Above Self, ” as a reward in itself. 


RIGHTS FROM STAGE RIGHT: If you have 

ever seen a Nabil <5 Hisham Theatre performance you 
know that no one is immune to their portrayals. So be pre- 
pared for their newest political comedy. “Ahlan Hitkuk 
lnsan!" — a genuine jab at human rights issues centred 
primarily on the Middle East. In a mixed bag of seven 
skits: women ’s ' rights; political -rights. 1 sOeiai rights and 
religious tolerance Hike centre siage-wiih ah ever-altemai ~ 
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Rotary Club of Amman Cosmopolitan President Wa f el Karadsheh launches the clubs latest community service pro- 
ject: Prevention of Car Accidents and Protection of Schoolchildren, at a recent club meeting in Amman. Also on 
the podium are club members Alexander Saltanov , the Russian Ambassador to Jordan, and Retired Genera! Skafik 
Jumean 


'mg cast of characters playing sometimes daring parts 
including Benazir Bhutto listing some kinky demands for 
women's rights, an Iranian mullah and an Arab Sheikh 
comparing notes, the Pope and Yasser Arafat meeting after 
the Palestinian elections, and a family from Salt who immi- 
grated to the U.S. to avail themselves of new freedoms. 
There is even a scene in which the actors play out a meet- 
ing between His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak asking about their rights as Arab 
leaders. Here we find Mr. Mubarak citing the assassina- 
tion attempt against him and the attacks he suffers from the 
media. ActressAmal Dabbas. the only woman in the com- 
pany keeps you riveted on her character, whoever she is. 


waiting for the next punch line or facial contortion. To the 
theatre team, led by Nabil Sawalha and Hisham Yanis, 
bringing this new show to the after iftar patrons at the 
Regency Palace Hotel, was taking a chance. They say this 
was truly the first time they were anxious about the humour 
and how the skits would be received by their audiences. 
But judging from the roars of laughter on opening night 
Tuesday, from a clearly wide-spectrum of the society. 
Altlan Hukuk looks like a new hit. 


Jennifer Hamamek. 


U.S. policy and new tensions 


BOOK REVIEW 


Crisis In The Arabian Gulf: An Independent 
Iraqi View 
By Omar Ali 

P'raeger Press, Westport. CT, 1993; 154 pages. 

Omar All’s sobering new study of the Gulf War is obvi- 
ously aimed at American readers. This fine book, which 
was a labour of love, was researched and written in the 
hope of elevating the pitifully low level of awareness here 
at home about how U.S. foreign policy, rather than being a 
force for stability and peace abroad, so often perpetuates 
old tensions and even creates new ones. Let us hope Amer- 
icans in significant numbers will avail themselves of All's 
careful scholarship. 

The book is well documented and systematically pre- 
sented. The author adroitly covers a wealth of detail with 
regard to the background of the war, For example, Ali thor- 
oughly reviews how Kuwait exacerbated long-simmering 
differences with Iraq by its decision to ignore its OPEC oil 
production quota and flood the world market with cheap 
oil. Th move had a devastating effect on the Iraqi econo- 
my, because at the time Iraq was in debt to Kuwait and 
other Gulf states to the tune of a whopping $40 billion as a 
result of its previous war with Iran. Iraq also was under 
intense pressure from Kuwait to repay the loans, and so 
was in desperate need of revenue from its own oil fields. 
Iraq therefore felt squeezed by Kuwaiti overproduction. 
Every dollar lost to Iraq per barrel due to the Kuwaiti- 
caused glut' was costing the country an estimated $1 billion 
in badly needed income. Not that this explanation justifies 
Iraqi aggression, far from it: but such details do shed light 
on how the Gulf crisis developed 

Though English is the author’s adopted tongue, not his 
first language. Crisis In The Arabian Gulf is a very read- 


able account. In fact, considering the wide gap between 
En gli sh and Arabic, the book is a considerable achieve- 
ment. Beyond this, the book deserves wide attention, 
because its unstated theme is a warning which Americans 
need to hear That the Gulf War was not an aberration. 
Given the tremendous wealth and power involved with the 
politics of oil. the recent disaster is likely to reconstitute 
itself in some new form and be repeated sometime in the 
future, if the lessons of history are not absorbed 
Unfortunately, there is no evidence, judging from U.S. 
policy following the war, that the lessons have been 
learned Cast in the light of Ali’s scholarship, the Gulf War 
and aftermath, far from ushering in a New World Order, 
mostly resembles the familiar old pattern of outside inter- 
ference that has characterised Middle East history for cen- 
turies. For instance, following the defeat of the Iraqi army, 
the allied forces all but insured that victory would not 
bring lasting peace, by ignoring legitimate long-standing 
Iraqi grievances regarding its border with Kuwait. Had the 
allies been interested in securing a lasting peace, they 
would have referred the border problem, which is really a 
legal question, to the International Court of Justice. 
Instead, they attempted to impose a settlement favouring 
Kuwait through Security Council resolutions, i.e. shades of 
former colonial rule again rearing its ugly bead 
How unfortunate that the U.S. media never questioned 
this matter of a just border settlement following the war! 
Because the border which the allies chose to install was the 
same line arbitrarily drawn in the sand in 1932 by Britain 
during the colonial period. In fact, that line is but one more 
example of the regrettable legacy of conflict left behind by 
Britain in its empire’s wake. Surely, the United States must 
have known that Iraq, though forced to swallow 
unfavourable terras as a result of losing the war, ultimate- 


ly will never be able to accept the present boundary. As Ali 
shows, any cursory reading of past Middle East history 
demonstrates as much. Rather than peace, therefore, the 
allied intent appears to have been the same as colonial 
Britain’s: To keep Iraq landlocked, weak, and in perpetu- 
al conflict with its neighbours. In other words, the allied 
strategy was the familiar colonial "divide and conquer”. 

Along similar lines, Ali touches frequently on another 
major theme, the conspiracy theory widely held through- 
out the Arab World. According to this view, the United 
States actually enticed Saddam Hussein to invade Kuwait 
to create a pretext to destroy Iraq’s growing military (and 
nuclear) power, and industrial infrastructure. Though Ali 
presents no bard evidence, the idea of a covert U.S. agen- 
da certainly is plausible. And it is supported by much cir- 
cumstantial evidence. The conspiracy view explains a 
number of puzzling questions, such as why the U.S. 
ambassador to Iraq, April Glaspie, failed to warn Saddam 
Hussein about the fetal consequences of aggression. More- 
over, why did the United States fail to act at the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council in the crucial eleven* hour to abort the Iraqi 
invasion? The U.S. surely knew that Iraq was prepared to 
use force if the negotiations with Kuwait failed. Saddam 
Hussein had informed Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
of the fact, information that Mubarak surely passed to his 
U.S. benefactors. Also, with orbiting satellite hardware in 
place with resolution capability sufficient to read a car 
licence plate from space, U.S. intelligence must have 
known that Saddam's troops were massing on the Kuwaiti 
border. In fact, it’s a safe bet that President George Bush 
was getting detailed hourly reports at the time regarding 
Iraqi military developments. Yet when the negotiations 
between Iraq and Kuwait broke down, with arrogant taunt- 
ing of Iraq by the Kuwaiti crown prince, instead of taking 


steps at the Security Council to dampen the crisis, the U.S. 
curiously bided its time. And predictably. Saddam blun- 
dered into the trap. 

Consistent with his internationalist perspective, the 
author is highly critical of U.S. policy, but he is no sup- 
porter of Saddam Hussein. Ali is a democrat whose mes- 
sage is that the only cure for the Middle East is more 
democracy, not less. The author argues — in my view per- 
suasively — that the war would never have happened if 
democratic institutions had been functioning in Iraq: 
because no democratically elected Iraqi leader would have 
been able to generate public support for a war policy. 
According to Ali, most Iraqis were tired of war, having just 
experienced a long and bloody conflict with Iran, and did 
not back Saddam's invasion of Kuwait. The real tragedy in 
the author’s view is that despite Washington’s rhetoric. 
U.S. policy in the region has never supported democracy, 
an analysis well documented by history, both past and 
recent For example, though a chief objective of the Gulf 
War was the liberation of Kuwait, today that state, which 
comes close to being a vassal fiefdom of the U.S.. remains 
as undemocratic as ever. Clearly, U.S. leaders have decid- 
ed that U.S. interests are best served by backing tyranny 
rather than democracy, a brutal truth that does not augur 
well for the future of the region, as elsewhere. This is one 
book that should be read by every Middle East scholar and 
every citizen interested in rectifying U.S. foreign policy. 

In fact, ray only criticism of Crisis In The Arabian Gulf 
is its steep price ($49). Readers may need to access this 
important book through their local libraries. 


Mark Gaffney 


It is a well-established custom and ritual to wish 
those close to us a happy New Year and to celebrate 
the end of the old year and make new resolutions 
for the coming year. All civilisations and all cul- 
tures have their celebrations and, as each country 
has its own “official time,” a carefully organised 
flight around the world would enable a curious 
traveller to see the New Year in and hear midnight 
strike 24 times in different places, as that is the tra- 
ditional way of passing over from Dec, 31 to Ian. 
I. 

By Wilma Levy 

PARIS — Each New Year celebrates a clearly established 
cosmic event, the completion of a new revolution of the 
Earth around the sun. But that is just the theory. In reality, 
it is far more complex. We are not in a stadium where the 
starting and finishing lines are clearly and materially 
marked, and, owing to problems of reference points, 
nobody really has the same calendar. 

Let us consider maners from ihe point of view of an 
astronomer to begin with, and see how much time pusses 
for the Earth to return to an imaginary line linking the sun 


Happy New Year!.... But which year? 


to another reference star. This would be the sidereal year, 
which is 365 days, 6 hours, 9 minutes and 10 seconds long. 
That would be perfect if the Earth's orbit was circular, 
which is obviously not the case. 

Let us now examine the situation from the point of view 
of a mathematician. The distance separating the Earth from 
the sun is approximately 147 million kilometres in January 
and 152 million kilometres in July. The anomalistic year, 
which measures the time it takes the Earth to return to the 
point nearest to the sun, is then 365 days, 6 hours. 13 min- 
utes and 53 seconds. 

Finally, let us see the problem from a geographer’s point 
of view. He would observe the return of Phoebus, influ- 
enced by the cycle of the seasons, back to the same point in 
the Zodiac belt. This is the tropical year and lasts 365 days, 
5 hours. 28 minutes and 46 seconds. 

There are thus three methods of calculation, producing 
three different results, and all of them are valid. It is an 
interesting problem, but a little embarrassing when it comes 
to choosing. 

Moreover, this hesitation marks the history of calendars. 
The Romans had their calendar begin on March 1. The 
Christians chose December 25 (the date established, in 337, 
by Pope Julius I as the day of Christ's birth), or the March 
25 which is the day of the Annunciation ro Mary. The Mus- 
lims prefer io begin with the day on which Mohammad left 
Mecca for Medina. In 1564, the King of France. Charles 


IX, fixed the beginning of the official year at January I. The 
Revolutionaries, who introduced the republican calendar, 
chose the autumn equinox as the beginning of the year. 

A second dilemma faced the many creators of calendars. 
The "scientific" year (whichever one it is) does not include 
a number of complete days. Indeed, the Earth's rotation (on 
its own axis) is independent from its revolution (its move- 
ment around the sun). Hence it is impossible to imagine an 
unchanging succession of years made up of the same num- 
ber of days. A similar problem arises for those who wanted 
to base their calculations on the phases of the moon. So 
what could be done? 

The Israeli calendar takes into account both the sun and 
the moon. It alternates years which can have twelve or thir- 
teen months, that is to say from 353 to 385 days, so as to 
create an “average** month equivalent to a lunation and an 
“average" year close to a tropical year. 

The Muslim calendar, however, is fundamentally lunar. 
Its average year has 354.37 days. A cycle of thirty years 
thus contains years having 354 days and 1 1 years with 
355 days. 

The Gregorian calendar, which is the one used in most 
Western countries, is strictly solar and was created in such 
a way as to ensure the closest concordance, over a long 
period, between official years and tropical years. That is 
why. in 1 582. Pope Gregory XIII reformed the ratio of leap 
years to ordinary years and the difference (today number- 


ing 13 days) between this new calendar and the Julian sys- 
tem, which is in use in Orthodox countries, appeared. 

When counting the years, the most widespread calendar 
begins Year One on the first of January following the pre- 
sumed date of the birth of Christ, while knowing full well 
that the margin of error for determining that year is esti- 
mated at +/- 4 years. The year before is considered as “Year 
One Before Christ.” Although this system may satisfy most 
people, it does not meet with the approval of scientists for 
whom it is not possible to pass from -I to 1. Already in 
1770, Cassini advocated that “-I" should become "0" and 
that hence “-2” should become “-i~ 

As the scientific journalist Albert Ducrocq poinis out “the 
standardises finally came along to put (heir word in. The 
International Standards Organisation proposed a standard 
ISO calendar to establish the days, months and years.** So 
the out-going year began on the 19.940. 101st day. As the 
first week of the year began in the week which hud the first 
Thursday in January, for the ISO. there were 52 weeks in 
1994 and there will be the same number in 1995. However, 
there will be 53 weeks a year if the year begins on a Thurs- 
day. or a Wednesday in the case of a leap year. 

Does that sound rather complicated? It may be true, but 
science cannot content itself with certainties which seem 
obvious to us. Bui do not let those few minutes or days 
gleaned from lime stop you from enjoying a verv happ.v 
New Year — L'Actiialile En France. 
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Unsolved incompatibilities 1 1 Start of an epic journey 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 

One of foe most annoying aspects of new technologies is 
the lack of compatibility between the Afferent equipment 
and software standards. Hie infamous fight between the 
VHS and Betamax video tape fonnats is still hurting. 
Since their early inception in the world of consumer 
video, VHS and Betamax have made life unpleasant to all 
those who wanted to share or copy tapes. Different VCR 
machines were also needed to operate the two fonnats. 
Now VHS seems to have won the battle, after it took its 
toll of victims. 

Tbe world of PCs is rich in similar examples. If MS- 
DOS and Windows now dominate the market of operating 
systems (OS), followed by Apple’s Macintosh System 7, 
more than six OS were vying for leadership in the early 
eighties. Users of personal computer were “treated” to a 
variety of keyboard layouts. Arabic standards, printing 
protocols, not to mention half a dozen disk recording for- 
mats. 

In the beginning of this year things look a little brighter 
than before, on most fronts though not on all. The number 
of leading Word Processing programmes, by far tbe most 
widely used type of software, has been reduced to practi- 
cally two. A large number of software manufacturers have 
adopted tbe Windows standard, and users can even per- 
form easy file exchange between the IBM-compatible 
machines and the Macintosh. Many of the hardware com- 
ponents are now able, without noticeable problem, to “talk 
to each other” to put it in computer jargon. 

If the general trend is towards more compatibility, how 
come manufacturers can still imagine creating new con- 
flicts? Four companies, two on each side of the ring, are 
developing the next CD-ROM standard. Sony-Phillips 
and Wamer-Toshiba will soon introduce a super, high- 


AMAZING FACTS 


♦BILLED as “a New Science Man” 30 years old Francis 
Lambert, of Suffolk, was on exhibition in 1820 in New 
, Bond Street. London, showing the scales which covered his 
body from his neck to his feet 


LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 


Pity me! 


Ashfiq aiayya! 


** It's odious! 


Ma aqbahu! 


** It’s a heart-rending sight. 

Hatha amron tatafattat lahul akbad. 


** It cannot be helped. 


Thursday, Jan. 25, 1996 


Fireman Sam 

The Legends Of Treasure Islands 
My Secret Identity 
NBA 

The New Leave It To Beaver 
Adventures Of The Old West 
Gillette World Sport Special 
French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 
Varieties 

Le Moode Est A Vous 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Archimede 
News Headlines 
Carol And Company 
Magazine 01 ( Documentary ) 

The Album Show 
Miami Vice 
News In English 

Feature Film — North Beach And Raw Hide 
Starring: William Shanter & Tate Donavan 
Matlock 


Friday, Jan. 26, 1996 


The Little Mermaid 
Irisb-The Happy Professor 
Bush School 
See How They Grow 
Lift Off 
Super Carrier 
Goldrush In Alaska 
Wondery Why 
Give Us a Gue 
French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 
Film 

Tempetes 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Ailo La Ferre 
News Headlines 
Short Story Cinema 
Sea Quest 

America’s Funniest People 
Widows (Ep. 4) 

News In English 
Second Chances (Drama) 


chip talk 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


capacity computer laser disc. Whereas the current disc can 
hold an average 700 MB (million bytes or characters), tbe 
new format will be able to store five times more informa- 
tion, with faster access to data. Tbe application is critical 
for quality images and video stored on CD-ROM. A cur- 
rent CD-ROM can’t store more than a few minutes of 
quality motion pictures. Tbe high-capacity disc will allow 
us to watch a complete movie on computer. The problem 
is tibat the two sides do not agree on the technical specifi- 
cations. v 

The implications of the new CD-ROM format are enor- 
mous. Tbe same media will be used in PCs and iA tbe 
future video recorders. It will probably transform both our 
computing habits and the way we use home video. Having 
two standards would create havoc like VHS and Betamax 
did before. This time however, the consequences could be 
much worse. Already consumer groups in the United 
States are talking to the developers urging them to come 
to a common agreement on technical characteristics. 
Everybody would benefit from such a alliance. 

In the meantime, and for tbe zillionth time, we users, ask 
tbe same unanswered question: What is going to happen 
to us? 


I catne across a folded piece of paper in my wallet tbe 
other day while I was looking for somebody’s card It was, 
or at least I thought it was, one of those messages you find 
tucked away within tbe pieces of Swiss chocolate, or 
something similar, that you get handed at some fancy 
party. Anyway, what it said was this: “Hide me inside you, 
where tbe sweetest things are hidden, between the roots of 
I roses and spices.” 

And ever since then, these words have been coming back 
to me over and over again. For certainly, tbe sweetest 
things inside each and every one of us are hidden, yet 
waiting to be discovered, because the things that we nor- 
mally do are eventually tempered by ourselves, our 
friends, our families, and our society. 

For it is an accepted feature of human beings to do some 
of the things that we as people do, sometimes because we 
want to, while at other times because of our belief that that 
is what others would like us to do, or simply imply that we 
should do. Through a constant barrage of hints and harass-’ 
rnent, no doubt. 

It is also in our nature, however much we would like to 
think otherwise, to pay attention to what others think that 
we should do. But above everything else, we have to 
realise dial while respecting what others say and keeping 
in min d how they feel about things, it remains most impor- 
tant that we be sure how we ourselves feel about and 
where we stand as far as tbe thing s that happen in our lives 
and the people we come across are concerned. 

This is why it becomes important to be able to take a 
break every now and then in order to be in a healthier and 
more enabling state of mind. T hink of it as a way of gain- 
ing a fresh perspective. 

And while some of tbe things that we do and that aid- 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


* BORN 14th March, 1829, Charles Chariesworth of 
Staffordshire died seven years later — of old age. From the 
very day he was born, he began to age rapidly and by the 
age of four, be was a fully developed man with a beaid. At 
five his beard was white and his face lined and wizened, his 
bands gnarled and knotted, be needed a stick to hobble 
, around. By the age of six he was bent and shaking tike an 
old man in his seventies, at seven he died of a heart attack. 
Charles Chariesworth ’s body bad cr amm ed a life span of 
three score years and ten into just seven. 


By: Mohammad A. Shuqair 


What the calamity! 


Ma bil'yad heela. PUPIL: ‘Because we have the same dog. 


Ya lilmnseeba! 


** It’s a dastardly act! 


Hatha amalon khasis. 


** How absurd! 


* FATHER: Why doesn't your cousin forget his lesson so 
■ quickly like yon? 

Ma askhaf ma taqool! SON: His bouse is close to school but ours is too far! 


** What a shame! 


Ya lil’aar! 


*♦ How wicked you are! 


Ma ashqaq! * A NEW and rather young female teacher had joined the 
school and one day she found written on the blackboard the 
** God forbid! words: “Johnny Jones can kiss and cuddle better than any 

La smahal’lah! boy in the class.” 

“Who wrote this?” she demanded and after a while she 
** What a pity! found out that Johnny Jones had written it hims elf “Right,” 

Ya liTkhasara! she said, “you can stay behind after class.” When be even- 
tually appeared, several of the other boys clustered round 
** Have mercy upon me, my Lord! him and said,” What happened Johnny, did she cane you?” 

**/' Ruhraaka Rabbi! “Oh. no, nothing like that,” replied Johnny, who was 

rather a big boy for his age. “but it pays to advertise.” 


What a pity! 


JOKES 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


♦ TEACHER: Your composition subject about tbe “dog” I. What is a “fool’s gold”? 
is just like your brother’s Nabil. Why? 2. To which English queen is the following attributed? 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Qasic Movie — Pillow Talk 
Stamng: Rock Hudson & Doris Day 


Saturday, Jan. 27, 1995 


Moorains 
Wish Kid 

Harry And The Hendersons 

Blue Heelers 

Voyagers 

Children's Programme 
Ordy 

Children Programme 
Cupido 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’Aventure 
Serie 

Chateau Vallon 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 
Stamp Of Greatness 
Hawaii Five-0 

A Fine Romance (Drama Ep I) 

News In English 

A Journey Across The Land of Islam 
Feature Film — Crystal Heart 
Starring: Lloyd Bochner & Simon Andrea 
Mancuso FBI 


Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Are You Being Served 
Oriental Rugs 
Hawaii Five-O 
Cinema. Cinema 
Women Of The World 
News In English 
Counterstrike 
The American Chart Show 
Stay Lucky 


Monday, Jan. 29, 1996 


Sunday, Jan. 28, 1996 


The Flintstones 
Droopy Master Detective 
Family Playhouse 
Islamic History In Jordan 
Voyager? 

Children's Programme 
Ordy 

Children’s Programme 
Cupido 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’Aventure 
Magazine 
Envoye Spencial 
Le Journal 
Magazine 


Bonkers 
Richie Rich 
Playabout 
Bustin' Loose 

Animals Of The Mediterranean 
Voyagers 

Children’s Programme 
Ordy 

Children’s Programme 
Cupido 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’Aventure 
Magazine 
C’Est Pas Sorrier 
Family Programme 
L'EcoIe Des Fans 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Cinq Sur Cinq 
News Headlines 
McHale Navy 
Invention 
Hawaii Five-0 
Russia — The Missing Years 
“Russian Aviation” Pan 2 
News In English 

A Journey Across The Land Of Islam 
Perfect Scoundrels 
Taurus Rising 
Ellen 


Tuesday, Jan. 30, 1996 


Captain Planet 
Jonny Quest 


PUZZLES 


M M M 


« e e le 


LOOK at this dia- 
gram. Start at the G 
and see how many 
different ways there 
are of spelling out 
GAMES AND PUZ- 
ZLES. In spelling this 
out yon are only 
allowed to move to a 
letter adjacent to the. 
previous one. Of 
course, if two ways of 
spelling out GAMES 
AND PUZZLES dif- 
fer by only one letter, 
you must still count 
them as two ways. 
Start counting! 




A A A A A A 


DID ODD D DO 


V ulu U U O 




Z 2 Z Z 


HU 


Spirit Of Adventure 
Scientific Eye 
Voyagers 

French’s Programme 
Ordy 

Children’s Programme 
Cupido 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L’Avemure 
Medical Magazine 
Savoir Plus Saute 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Ushoaia 
News Headlines 
You Bet Your Life 
Oriental Rugs 
Hawaii Five-0 
99-1 (Police Drama) 

News In English 

I’ll Take Manhattan Ep. 8 

Feature: “Prime Target” 

Staning: David Heavenar & Tony Curtis 


Wednesday, Jan. 31, 1996 


The Flintstones 
Speed Racer 

Islamic History In Jordan 
Amazing Stories 
Voyagers 

Children ’sProgramme 
Sophie Et Virginie 
Serie 

Le Cascadeur 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musiqul 
News Headlines 
Evening Shade 
Oriental Rugs 
Hawaii Five-0 
Horizon/Too Big. Too Soon 
News In English 
Prism 
Airwolf 
The Silk Road 
Second Thoughts 


It* 


& 


mately begin to define who we are, things such as writing, 
ramflin a part of a vicious circle where some people write 
but where not that many people show an interest in what 
is actually being communicated, foe taowledge that some 
people actually read and care is in itself fulfilling. And 
there can be no doubt about that And these are not meant 
to be comforting words, although no doubt they are, they 
are meant to encourage those who would like to put pen to 
paper in order to communicate a message or several mes- 
sages. 

More than anything, and in order to be very clear about 
things in one’s head, an escapist option probably remains 
the better solution. Escape not in foe sense of running 
away, but in the sense of getting away from things in order 
to step back, take a deep breath, and look at matters from 
the point of view of an outsider. If this is possible at alL Or 
may be just look at things from a distance. 

Maybe we all need to go through such a process of spir- 
itual transformation every now and then in order to be rid 
of tbe ghosts of a past drat is just that, plain and simple: A 
past A past that is there to be learnt from, there to help os 
focus on foe present and plan for tbe future. To plan each 
according to his or her priorities. To plan with faith and 
hope in a simple idea that any two people, and once they 
have managed to see eye to eye, could find a common 
ground where they can meet 

And in order to be able to focus, journeys are necessary 
if one is to break free, if only for a while, from the crush- 
ing routines and mishaps of life in a city tike Amman. To 
get away from foe rush for foe green traffic tight and away 
from the traffic warden perched on top of a bridge waiting 
to catch the next unsuspecting speeding driver. Away from , 
foe constant back-stabbing and mindless nagging. But 
also, beartbreakingly, away from those people that are 
most important to a person. I 


“When I am dead and opened, you shall find ‘Calais’ 
lying in my heart” 

3. Which prehistoric animal is related to foe elephant? 

4. hi World War n, who was known as “Lord Haw-Haw? 

5. In foe French Revolution, who were the Mountain and 
the Plain? 

6. From wbat tree do we get foe fruit known as conkers? 

7. If a king abdicates, what does he do? 

8. Why is Thailand sometime called the land of foe 
“Yellow Robe”? 
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*)| With bravado, Saul Zaentz invests in literature 


By Kate Dunn 

VpiENZA, Italy — In an 
' .olive grove beside an aban- 
t; doned monastery, the fUm- 
. makers are working their 
r way towards the 23d take of 
*' _ a key scene in “The English 
;f Patient/ 5 

■ Juliette Binoche, as Hana, 
a Canadian nurse from an 
r Allied medical unit, and 
Naveen Andrews as Kip, the 
t- Sikh bomb-disposal expert 

- and Hana's lover, reach for 
■ a complex, delicate moment 

when they simultaneously 
defuse a bomb and have 
. their first embrace. 

This $30 million movie, 
. ‘which will complete filming 
' next month in Tunisia and 
/“ will be released next year. 

also stars Ralph Fiennes 
• • (“Strange Days” and “Quiz 
. .Show”) as the enigmatic 
English patient of the title; 
Willem Dafoe as an Italian- 
7 ; Canadian thief turned spy 
and Kristin Scott-Thomas 
. as Katharine, the patient's 
lover before bis plane crash. 

. .. The film is a risk for its 
.■ - producer, Saul Zaentz, a 
man whose pictures — 
including “One Flew Over 
the Cuckoo’s Nest,” 
--..“Amadeus" and “The 
^ Unbearable Lightness of 

- Being" — have won 13 
Oscars. 

Zaentz, who is 73, is per- 

- baps the last of the great 

- independent producers. 
Other moviemakers admire 

- his choice of subject and his 
bravado in using his own 


money to make movies. 

But bis last outing, “At 
Play in the Fields of the 
Lord," in 1991, lost $20 
million. This time around be 
has $5 million of his and his 
partners’ money (Miramax 
put up the rest) invested in 
finding out whether a liter- 
ary masterpiece like 
Michael Ondaatje’s 

"English Patient,” which 
won England's Booker 
Prize in 1992, can turn a 
profit 

Right now, the scene on 
the hillside is not working. 
As the shadows cast by the 
Tuscan cedars grow longer, 
the director, Anthony 
Mingheila, calls for another 
break. Behind him sits 
Zaentz, who has been cred- 
ited with catching talent on 
the cusp of greatness, when 
he can still afford it 
Binocbe, who starred in 
Krzysztof Kieslowski's 
“Blue,” proved to be one 
such catch in ‘The 
Unbearable Lightness of 
Being.” Zaentz believes that 
Mingheila is another 

The producer has the 
patience to wait through 
take after take for the scene 
to son itself out Rather than 
screaming at his director 
about schedules and budget 
when the action stops, he 
tells a little story. 

“We were flying in a s mall 
plane in Brazil, looking for 
locations for ‘At Ply’,” he 
said. “It was 5:30 a.m. 
Hector Babenco, the film’s 


director, and everybody in 
back of the plane were 
sleeping. Then I looked up 
and saw in front that the 
pilot was asleep, too. After 
about 10 minutes, the pilot 
woke up by himself. He 
looked at me from the cor- 
ner of his eye, worried. I 
didn’t let on. He busied 
himself with the controls. 
We kept on course. 

“Later, when I told the 
story. Hector said, ‘Why 
didn’t you do something?’ I 
said: *We were fine. But if it 
had looked like we were 
going to crash, I would have 
put my hands around his 
throat’ .” 

That story describes the 
way Zaentz works: certain 
he has hired the right talent, 
be gives them latitude. As if 
to illustrate the point, an 
exasperated. Mingheila jogs 
up the hills to talk to his 
producer. “It is going any 
better?” 

The white-bearded Zaentz 
just nods and nods. 
Reassured, Mingheila walks 
down the hill, pauses to take 
Binoche’s hand and speaks 
quietly to her. He does the 
same to Andrews. A few 
more takes, and it's a wrap. 

in an age in which suc- 
cessful movies are likely to 
be based on comic books, 
“The English Patient” rep- 
resents the other extreme. 
Zaentz has money riding not 
only on a relatively untested 
director but on a period 
film, an anti-war story about 


love and betrayal of individ- 
uals. ideals, nations and 
races. In “The English 
Patient,” die ideas alone 
could make it a difficult 
film to pull off. 

•“The English Patient’ is a 
very hard sell,” said 
Mingheila, who brought tbe 
book to Zaentz’s attention 
after the producer called 
him in London to say bow 
much he had liked “Truly, 
Madly, Deeply,” a romantic 
ghost story written and 
directed by Mingheila. “The 
English Patient is too 
uncompromising for the 
amount of money it is tak- 
ing to make. That’s why 
Saul is one of only two or 
three producers in the world 
who could rustle up the 
money for iL” 

It’s been an unlikely life 
for an ex-sailor from New 
Jersey who, at tbe end of 
World War D. intended to 
become a chicken farmer. 
Instead, Zaentz fell into the 
recording business in 
California. (He now lives in 
Berkeley). In the 1960s his 
Fantasy Records label, 
known for jazz and the 
Creedence Clearwater 
Revival, made him a for- 
tune. 

Bored, he announced to 
his partners that he wanted 
to make films out of two 
‘60s novels, “At Play in the 
Fields of the Lord,” by Peter 
Matthiessen, and “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo's Nest,” 
by Ken Kesey. Shortly 


thereafter he sent a copy of 
the Kesey novel to tbe 
Czech expatriate director 
Milos Forman. 

“No major studio wanted 
to finance ‘Cuckoo’s 
Nest,'” Forman said by tele- 
phone from Los Angeles. 
“So he bad to do it himself, 
and the film had to be 
cheap. 1 was a director 
whose work he respected, 
but I was still cheap because 
my first film, ‘Taking Off,’ 
in 1971 bad been a flop." 

A decade later, Forman 
told Zaentz that he should 
make a film of the play 
“Amadeus;” their second 
Oscar-winning collabora- 
tion was bom. 

“Saul is tbe producer ideal 
because be realised that a 
film has to be made by one 
person, tbe director, not by 
committee,” Forman said, 

Mingheila is a more recent 
convert. “Everything about 
Saul is beguiling if you're a 
filmmaker,” he said, 
“because he has such 
courage and such confi- 
dence in tbe people he elects 
to work with ” 

Binoche saw a more 
grandfatheriy side and 
appreciated the fact that he 
had the courtesy to leave the 
set during her nude scenes. 
“Saul is not there to control 
things but to give of him- 
self,” she said. “I need 
warmth and understanding, 
and Saul is there for that.” 

Zaentz said be was com- 
mitted to “dorng honour” to 


modem literature through 
art films that attract picky 
artists like Binoche, 
Rennes, Dafoe and the cin- 
ematographer John Seale, 
all working for less than 
what they would usually 
earn. 

In the face of great an, he 
said, egos must be put aside: 
“As Ingmar Bergman said, 
actors have to get to the 
point where there’s no you 
and there's no me. Not only 
tbe actors but everybody 
should think that way ” 

Novelists, too, trust 
Zaentz with their books. 
Mingheila wrote the screen 
adaptation of “The English 
Patient” with substantial 
help from Ondaatje, a 
Canadian of Sri Lankan ori- 
gin. 

“It's been a wonderful col- 
laboration,” said Ondaatje 
of working with both 
Mingheila and Zaentz. “I 
thought it would be. given 
the quality of Saul’s other 
films made from books I 
love, including ‘At Play.”* 

These days Zaentz is scan- 
ning the bookshelves for his 
next project. Tbe only 
requirement, be said, is that 
he and his director “must be 
equally passionate about the 
book we want to make into 
a film.” 

Fiennes summed him up 
this way: “Saul is extremely 
unusual in that he’s bung 
onto a generosity of spirit in 
a murderous business” — 
The New York Times. 


Pavlova’s ashes cause continuing controversy 
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By Jennifer Scott 
Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Nearly 
65 years after her lonely 
, death in a Dutch hotel room, 
Russian ballerina Anna 
‘Pavlova is still leading fans 
a merry dance. 

■ After a rags-toriches life 

■ marred by greed, exile and 

deceit, there appears to be 
little peace in death for the 
acclaimed dancer who 
immortalised Saint-Saens’s 
■dying swan in 4,000 perfor- 
mances; ’’ ■ ■’ ; ■ ■ ? u s 

' The controversy cenmss“ 
on her ashes, which 
languished in a white mar- 
Dle urn for more than half a 
:enmry in the north London 
suburb of Golders Green, 
near her British home. 

Jean Thomassen, a Dutch 
painter and Pavlova fanatic, 
says he has discovered new 


evidence that Pavlova’s 
dying wish was to “return to 
her beloved Russia, after the 
Communists have fallen.” 

He portrays Pavlova as a 
tragic, exploited figure 
whose heart remained in 
Russia despite her capitalist 
beliefs and lifestyle. 

But the absence of a will 
after her death in the Hague 
in 1931 has led to a pro-, 
tracted international battle 
for her ashes which has 
enmeshed the Russian and 
British embassies and even 
QueeiF' Beatrix ?:, -df "" the 
Netherlands. . 

In a new book drawing oh 
what Thomas sen says is 
previously nnseen evidence 
from Dutch archives, the 
painter claims to identify 
the illegitimate Pavlova's 
father as a wealthy Jewish 
banker from St Petersburg. 

He also claims conclusive 


evidence that Pavlova’s 
business manager and puta- 
tive husband Victor Dandre 
was in fact never manned to 
the ballerina. 

“Dandre was a mafia 
gangster a crook and villain. 
His ashes lie under Anna's 
at the crematorium in 
Golders Green but they 
should be thrown in the 
bin,” Thomas sen said. 

He depicts Dandre as a 
money-grabbing parasite 
who drove tbe ballerina to 
perform right to foe end and 
who plundered her British 
bank account^whilelshe lay 
dying. 

He even disputes foe accu- 
racy of Pavlova’s famous 
alleged last words “prepare 
my swan costume”. 

“In fact Pavlova asked her 
private maid Margarine to 
bring her the designer dress 
she recently bought in Paris 


and send it back for a refund 
so she could use the money 
for one of her orphanages.” 
Thomas sen says. 

He recounts evidence 
from those who knew 
Pavlova personally of her 
wish to rest one day in 
Russia. 

He points to her choice of 
cremation, which is strictly 
forbidden under foe rules of 
foe Russian Orthodox 
Church, as proof of the bal- 
lerina’s desire to return to 
her place pf birth. 

“I’m sure Anna would 
have.;, returned, home-, to 
Russia earlier if she was not 
prevented from doing so by 
Dandre, who was forbidden 
from going back because of 
fraud charges there,” 
Thomassen said. 

But Harvey Thomas, a 
non-executive director of 
Golders Green 


Crematorium, where 
Pavlova's ashes rest along 
with those of Sigmund 
Freud and actor Peter 
Sellars, said Thomas sen’s 
crusade was misguided. 

“As far as we can see this 
“last wish’ of Anna's has 
never been documented,” he 
said. 

He says Pavlova’s marital 
status is irrelevent. since 
Dandre was legally given 
power over her estate 65 
years ago and at that time 
expressed the wish that foe 
ashes should stay at Golders 
Green Crematorium indefi- 
nitely. 

His will authorised 
trustees to “consent to the 
removal of the ashes of my 
wife...to Russia” if her hon- 
our and security could be 
assured — a fact 
Thomassen points to in his 
argument. 


Given the board of direc- 
tors at the London cremato- 
rium are the only remaining 
trustees with the power to 
grant such a request, 
Thomassen would appear to 
face an'uphill struggle. 

“We’ve already made a 
decision foal this is some- 
thing that could simply not 
be considered by the 
board,” foe crematorium’s 
Thomas said. “Tbe recent 
elections in Russia have 
brought her enemies (the 
Communists) back to power 
and foe security situation 
there is intolerable.” 

The number of people 
who visit Pavlova’s ashes 
has dwindled to barely one a 
week. 

“It’s very sad. Anna did 
not want to rest in 
England,” Thomassen said. 
“I will continue to fight 
until she is back in Russia." 


Delacroix and the light of the orient 


A special event recently took place in Paris. 
The Arab World Institute (Institut du Monde 
Arabe) exhibited about a hundred works by 
Eugfene Delacroix, to pay homage to the 
painter and to the visit that he made to 
Morocco in 1832. It is the first retrospective of 
Delacroix in the French capital, in sixty years. 
A sale, held after the artist’s death in 1863, dis- 
persed his works, which explains why the 
paintings on exhibition come not only from 
various countries in Europe, but also from the 
United States and Japan. 

By Nelly Brunei 

PARIS — "Delacroix returned from Morocco dazzled by 
light”, wrote the painter Paul Signac, ‘‘and intoxicated by 
the harmonious and powerful vividness of oriental 
:olours... And, since then, in his work, one would always 
find something of that radiant, sonorous and melodious 
Orient". 

Tbe painter made this journey thanks to Coudi Mornay 
who had been put in charge of a diplomatic mission, by 
King Louis-Philippe, with the Sultan Moulay Abdul 
Rahman and chose Delacroix as a travelling companion. At 
■:the time, he was aged 34 and is said to have led rather a 
sedentary life. 

The Orient was in fashion, whether it was the Maghreb, 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Persia or India. Delacroix discov- 
ered a completely different life there which, first of all, con- 
jured up Antiquity for him. Until then, the traditional visit 
to Italy had been a must for artists. “Just imagine”, he wrote 
to a friend, “what it is like to see people resembling Roman 
Consuls, Catos or Bonuses, who do not even lack the dis- 
daining air that the masters of the world should have, lying 
in the sun, walking in the streets or repairing shoes.” 

“I employ part of my time working with pleasure”, he 
added, “and another considerable part of my time just 
enjoying living in this country where life is so pleasant”, 
indeed Ramadan, an outbreak of cholera and flooding 
delayed the diplomatic mission. Delacroix took advantage 
of this free time to explore this mysterious country and to 
tty to understand its suange customs. He drank-in 
Moroccan life, visited the bazaars and bought unknown 
articles, oriental slippers or caftans. Moreover, some of his 
finds are exhibited after his paintings in the Arab World 
Institute. 

Thanks to foe interpreter of the French consulate, 
Abraham Benchimol, who became his friend, many doors 
opened to him. He found his female models among his 
acquaintances. He was thus able to observe the nonchalent 
life of women, sheltered from indiscreet looks, and then 
paint their costumes made of silky cloth, their jewellery and 









‘Les Muletiers De Tetouan’ by Eugene Delacroix 
their flesh. 

Precious notebooks, lead-pencil or pen sketches often 
touched up with watercolours, as well as a few fine canvas- 
es. put across his strange impressions. Nothing of this ori- 
ental magic escaped him, neither the plants with their vivid 
colours, nor the sun rising over foe hills, nor the fantasia 
displays of horsemanship that he was fond of. It was, in 
fact, he who introduced the word into the French language. 

Beauty ever present in the streets 

Delacroix wandered about with his notebook in his hand. 
He was dazzled by what he saw, by the “beauty that was 
ever present in the streeis.” And, in a telegraphic style, he 
noted in the margins of his sketches: “The good-looking 
man with green sleeves, foe mulatto slave who poured the 
tea in a yellow caftan and an Arab cloak tied at the back, 
turban, the young bare-headed man, the almost negro with 
a pointed bonnet and a blue caftan”. He would transpose all 
these details in the eighty paintings on Moroccan subjects 


that he was to do. In the evening, be would take up his pre- 
cious notebook of sketches and it was then that be painted 
his Moroccan fantasia, T6touan muleteers, Jewish bride, 
and Moroccans playing chess. 

Yet he admitted that sometimes he was in despair. “All 
that I could do would be very little indeed compared with 
all that there is to do here. Sometimes, I am completely dis- 
couraged and I am sure that I am only bringing back a 
shadow.” 

He returned with seven travel notebooks of which, unfor- 
tunately only four still exist. They were extremely fragile 
and could only be handled with great caution. So they have 
been published in a facsimile version and it is the latter that 
could be seen in the display-cases of the Institute, as an 
introduction to the large paintings. 

Enriched by his Moroccan experience, which transformed 
his way of painting, Eugfcne Delacroix received the revela- 
tion of colour and of a new light which fascinated him so 
much, foal “precious and rare influence of foe sun which 
gives everything a deeper life” — L ‘Actualite En France. 



Charles Aznavour 


Aznavour — 
the authentic 
troubadour 

His appearance which was far from that of a 
young film star and his throaty voice did not 
make Charles Aznavour’s path to fame easy. 
Today, after a career spanning 50 years, his 
songs are still timeless and his reputation 
worldwide. 

By Karine Dubois 


PARIS — Charles Aznavour, whose real name is 
Shanoun Aznavourian. was bora in Paris in 1924 of 
Armenian parents. His father, who was a barytone singer 
and his mother, who was an actress, gave him a taste for 
the stage very early on. 

At the age of 9, young Charles made bis stage d£but 
playing “Ud Bon Petit Diable”. That same year, he had 
his first taste of film-acting in thefamons “Les DispanijS 
De Saini-Agil". , I 

He was not drawn to his studies but preferred the cosy 
'atmosphere of theatre corridors. He was already driven 
by a single passion. It was one for writing. Later, at the 
Club De La Chanson, be met Pierre Roche, a young 
pianist and composer with whom be formed a duo. 

His first songs were sung by other singers such as 
Chevalier, Mistinguett, Gr£co and, above all, Piaf, who 
took him under her wing. In the space of a few years, as 
a journalist was to write. Trance was totally 
Aznavourian”. There was not a single singing tour in 
which at least one song by Aznavour did not figure. 

Yet, although foe lyricist was praised to foe skies by the 
public and by critics, as a singer, he was scorned. His 
beginnings on tbe stage were catastrophic. This short, 
skinny man, with his veiled voice, was rejected and 
mocked. 

And then, in 1953, he suddenly became a hit. In 
Casablanca, the spectators rose to their feet and even 
refused to let him leave. The echo of their applause 
resounded as far as Paris. Success calls for success and 
he was taken on at tbe Moulin Rouge. Bruno Coquatrix, 
foe manager of foe Olympia in Paris offered him a three- 
week contract in his music-hall in tbe first part of foe 
Sidney Bechet Show. This was followed by a fabulous 
performance at the Alhambra. It was the consecration of 
a singer who. at tbe age of 30, became foe no. 1 star in 
France. 

At that time, the cinema also opened its doors to him. 
Between two shows, be acted in “La T£fe Conrre Les 
Murs”, which won him the Acactemie Du Cinema’s 
Grand Prix for acting, in 1959. He also played in “Les 
Dragueurs", Francois Truffaut’s “Tirez Sur Le Pianiste” 
and “Un Taxi Pour Tobrouk” with Lino Ventura, to men- 
tion but the most famous ones. 

Public despair 

In 1965, foe singer who had reached the apex of his 
fame, appeared for twelve weeks at the Olympia, a per- 
formance which had never been achieved before. He 
became the symbol of a new realistic romanticism. His 
songs present ordinary people, completely common situ- 
ations and painful experiences. Nobody before him had 
dared to sing tbe loneliness of a homosexual (in foe song 
“Corame Ils Disent”) or described the waning of foe 
desire to please (“lb Te Laisses After”), which led 
Cocteau to say: “Before Aznavour despair was unpopu- 
lar." 

The singer is acclaimed by foe public, but he does not 
forget his difficult beginnings for all that. “I had seven- 
teen flops, but I'm not complaining about that, on the 
contrary. And if I managed to become somebody, it is 
thanks to seventeen years of hard work.” 

His recitals take him all over the world. In 1963, he 
sang at the prestigious Carnegie Hall in New York. His 
tunes were taken up by the most prestigious internation- 
al singers such as Frank Sinatra, Ray Charles and Placido 
Domingo, not forgetting Liza Minelli. 

Although be is fulfilled, that does not leave him insen- 
sitive to the problems of foe world. Since the earthquake 
in Armenia in 19S8, he has led a relentless fight with his 
association “Aznavour Pour L’Armfinie”. He has, more- 
over, received the title of permanent ambassador of the 
Republic of Armenia to UNESCO. 

Aged over 70. this creator who is always bubbling over 
with anistic ideas, is starting on foe complete edition of 
his works in a record collection called Aznavour 
L’Aufoentique. It is a fine opportunity, to discover or 
rediscover “La Boheme”, “Mourir D' Aimer”. “Que 
C’est Triste Venise” and other eternal classics which are 
the treasures of the French cultural and popular heritage 
— L' Actualite En France. 



D Health & Medicine 


Recognising and assessing 


pain in children for more 


effective treatment 


Pain In child ren, which had been 
underestimated or even ignored and 
under-treated by health professionals, 
benefits from a better approach in 
France today. Although the efficiency 
of evaluation grids of a child’s suffer- 
ing is now acknowledged, treatment 
based on powerful analgesics or mor- 
phine is still unjustly qualified as 
being dangerous. 

By Virginie Jacoberger 


PARIS — Pain mingled with fear, exaggerated anxiety and 
depression, and unspeakable suffering. The complexity of 
pain in children was, for a long time, ignored and underes- 
timated. As certain doctors refused to take this phenomenon 
into consideration, this attitude was not recognised as being 
scientifically unfounded until the late 1980s. “For a long 
time, it was considered that the memorisation of pain did 
not exist in children, that its assessment was impossible as 
it was too subjective, that the use of the major analgesics 
was too dangerous and that the use of morphine would lead 
to undesirable effects, ones which would be incompatible 
with a paediatric prescription. For a dozen years now, we 
have been able to prove that these ideas are completely 
erroneous,’' notes Dr. Daniel Annequin who is in charge of 
the Paediatric Analgesia Unit, created a year ago, at the 
Armand Trousseau Hospital. 

This unit, which is unique in France, is exclusively devot- 
ed to dealing with and preventing pain in children. It also 
offers training to medical staff and made it possible to 
implement new techniques for administering analgesics, 
particularly their being controlled by the children them- 
selves. “There was a real problem of credibility of pain in 
children whereas we are quite capable of recognising it 
very precisely and measuring it with the help of evaluation 
grids established from various criteria such as the facial 
expression, sleep, crying, restlessness, etc., with the grids 
varying according to the age of the patient. Regular and rig- 
orous observation of the child thus provides essential infor- 
mation. Scales of behaviour have to be used systematically 
when the child does not speak. From the age of five or six, 
the best assessment is the one thar the child makes himself." 
Dr. Annequin explains. 

Dr. Catherine Dolfus, who is in charge of the day hospual 
and works in the Paediatric Haematology Department at the 
Trousseau Hospital, comes up against the distress of young 
patients every day. She is far too aware of the unbearable 
j, pain of young children suffering from leukaemia or cancer 
and doesinotagree with some of her fellow doctors on the 
V point of. treating pain. “Unlike elsewhere, in the 
'V. Haematology Department there has always been a real 
awareness of pain. Because of the seriousness of the dis- 
eases that we treat, we have always keenly felt the pain of 
the children. There are no more constraints when treating a 
child who has cancer than when treating an adult The prob- 
lem for a child is to be able to evaluate his pain and its 
intensity.” 


It is not easy for a child to express his pain and a young 
patient who suffers does not necessarily scream. Starting 
with the principle that importance should always be given 
to a child's moaning. Dr. Catherine Dolfus confirms the 
necessity of a self-evaluation of pain. “In our department, 
the nurses permanently have very practical tools which are 
easy to use to enable children to show the intensity of their 
pain, such as simple graduated rulers, or cubes for the 
youngest For slightly older patients, we also use drawings. 
Some children represent their pain very precisely oq drawn 
figures.” 

‘This aid, when compared with a more general view of 
the disease, is often fundamental for the diagnosis. I will 
add that I am often struck by the precision of this self-diag- 
nosis. Young patients always express themselves with a lot 
of rigour and accuracy.” This method is accompanied by 
prolonged observation of the child. 

It is essential to evaluate the pain as more than 50 per cent 
of children suffering from cancer have acute pain. 
Chemotherapy is one of the most effective treatments ami 
can make the pain disappear in 24 hours, but it sometimes 
leads to serious side effects in young patients. Besides hair- 
loss, this often aggressive treatment can cause abdominal 
pain, risks of haemorrhage and considerable lesions in the 
mouth. At that stage, children have to be given other drugs 
than minor analgesics. Dr. Catherine Dolfus points out that 
“The use of powerful analgesics in children is relatively 
limited. For derivatives of codeine, there is no authorisation 
for putting them on the market in France for use by children 
under fifteen. For a long tune, people were also terrified of 
using morphine whereas it has been (roved that in the case 
of pain relief, there is no addiction.” 

Although morphine is a taboo subject and many health 
professionals are reticent to use it, it is. nevertheless, con- 
sidered as the best treatment for unbearable inflammation 
in the mouth, for instance. The effectiveness of morphine 
means that it can be used for limited treatment, often last- 
ing ten days or so. Using very low doses to begin with, mor- 
phine-related drugs can be administered to very young chil- 
dren so long as they are accompanied by strict respiratory 
supervision. 

However, the use of such drugs cannot become common- 
place as they can carry risks for the child owing to their 
high toxicity. “Certain combinations are dangerous during 
chemotherapy. This is the case with non-steroid anti- 
inflammatory drugs, which are responsible for kidney col- 
lapse, and certain analgesics.” notes Dr. Pierre E>u four from 
the Onco-Haematology Department of the Hautepierre 
Hospital in Strasbourg. In haematology, it is out of the 
question to treat a child outside a therapeutic protocol 
which presents the best there is at the time of treatment and 
serves, as a guide to the possible side-effects and manifesta- 
tions of the pain. The treatment of the disease is always 
accompanied by a supporting treatment and it has been 
assessed that the cost of this extra treatment was two or 
three times higher than that of the chemotherapy. However, 
as a result, there has been a clear improvement in hospital 
conditions for young patients today — L’Actualite En 
France. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


BIG DEAL 
B7 Penni Singleton 

ACROSS 


0 Bridge. eg. 
UUmocsni am 
T*5mil amount 
19 WortNp 
SO Spsmnctaera 

21 Big WTO 

22 

23 Siam 

24 Long union 

25 Flaming ana 
McShsno 

3S Smoothly 
oaghttVeotad 
27 Shaky abode 

30 Fortune cooUs 

rnmgi? 

32 Baton tee 

33 Sandra Or Ruby 

34 Utta Utana 

35 flower ernem 
38 FaBuUgt* 


38 — oroaeaui (law 


at nod* 

48 Great — 
Itmwlard region) 

49 Special occasion 
mmooga 

51 Condttonol 
obhvton 

52 Avar at Francs 
55 Thrash 

58 Fleur* 

57 Wmgkko 

58 Jason's 

59 Parer or Pant 

83 Amos and Aanor 

84 Scartstm homo 
65 Sours of 

■*dotpr— d 
OouMaUofi 
67 Cmdonsed 
version- tbtsr 


69 O r g a n luulu w 
arioUam 
78 Aeon word 

77 Sensory 
■ppondage 

78 Saturate 

80 Harper Votoy—' 1 
83 Lament 

87 Flshrrg poles 

88 Heal 
M Rhyme 

schema 

91 Ad — 

92 Bee unde 
83 Gold Agger 
9* Handouts? 

99 Sumy bond 

too Threefold 

101 Osthcti 

102 Bitter to Um 
teste 

104 Prime 


106 Bernadette of 
Lourdes, aajr. 

107 Lorry. Curly, 
and — 

IDS Amazement 

111 Brought into 
harmony 

115 Container 

119 S»* 

120 Forbidden 

122 Jaw 

123 Fragrance 

124 Pelntng style 

125 Adams or 
McCkirg 

ITS Robert — 

127 Kind of noire 

128 ' — Bowing nWi 
mA and honey* 

129 Tow tint 

130 FtW 

131 Estimated 


HHiflil 

■!■■■ 


9HM 


DOWN 

1 Suffuse 

2 So long Pedro 

3 Aquatic Otam 

4 Retirement nest 
aggs Otbr. 

5 Havahan nontier 

6 Couples, eg 

7 *— Restaurant* 

8 A2 bly 

9 Afl oriole 

10 Reset In an angry 
way 

11 So. triers «r 

12 Ftev 

tl AteSer <tom 

14 Tending (ho 

turkey 

15 Sotos case 

16 Fumy King 

17 Final 

18 Wind dir. 

28 Room, InB 

harem 


29 Couturier label 
pomjps 

31 Oboorwd 
36 ahftoihoce 
3? Daughter o< 
Cadmus 

39 Momerof ApoOo 

40 Creek Mere 
*2 Fnasri*Fite 


43 Open -too 

44 TV home 

45 Fruit a rinks 
48 Braid 

47 Blooming oush 

48 Genus of beeSm 
50 Money aemad 

ebb» 

52 Wheu, o< stale 

53 Slravtnsky 
V Morose 

58 Entertammonf 
acronym 


59 Wine process 
BO Shut up 

81 Aeror Lorenzo 

82 Subside 

68 Notan rhepdehar 

68 Cancel 

70 — Plena* 

71 Microorganism 

72 Afphabot run 

73 Winds up 

74 Three menses, at 
limes 

73 Hindu garment 
79 TV gourmet. 

Graham 
* Agreement 
Bt A (It. In Aspen 
82 praloent 

84 Math Art 

85 Coala — 

K Construction 
pinco 

90 Pneedy antra 


92 Emphatic one 
83 1002 

85 Ut up. poetically 
98 Night (gra 

97 FrewJ 

98 SUtsUcs 

09 La — lor rrte. 
CA 

102 Sauraorod 

103 Weed a stove 
105 Piarusl Nero 
108 Homo 

103 Udv 
110 Qlonfy 
in swung jump 

1 12 Turner or Lotaae 

1 13 Tattered 

114 FLCOtaWy 

116 VoBay 

117 Dam 81 
116 Trickle 

1 T9 Ttotosh leader 
I2t Storage choir 


Up in an I 

Hiim MHIIilil iliidi 

didlll illliailllll 
dHH mmmm +mm *mmm 
*■■■ mmmm aamaa mmm 
MBS dlliail did I 

■ idBBBBBBBBBBaaaflBfliia I 

I aBB BBBBBBB BBBB 

aaa aaaaaBB bbbb bbbb 
aaaa aaa aaaa aaflaa 
aaBBaaflaaaaB aaBaai 

mmmmmm aaaaa mmmmm ■ 

■ mmm aaa aaa aara 

■H0BBBBB BBBBBBBHBBBB 

aaaaa aaaa aaaa aaaaa 
aaaaa aaaa aaaa aaaaa 
bbbbb aaaa aaaa aaaaa 


Diagramtess, 21x21 
By- Frances Burton 


•CROSS 
1 Proofreader’s 
mark 

8 Recede 

9 Spans msk&ng 
10 —Ihe line 

(obeyed) 

12 Ghms In filum 
18 Letter opener 
17 RBI. eg 
10 BtoMcasb 

20 Singled 

21 Ponanouo snakes 


25 Fufl arieni 
covered 
2? Poem 7 In a 

Sonnier, house 

29 Furmy Johnson 

30 Those on 
pOOD Stole 

31 "I cannot le* —■ 

32 Appetizers 

34 Program of Pventa 

38 Pawowr 

39 Cravat] 


40 Edge 

41 Scheme 

•2 *— Smile be 
your. * 

43 Ramba portrayer 

45 Chided 

48 *Hiyi— * 

49 Signs of things to 
coma 

50 Highlander 

51 Form of toflo 

52 Vouder* 


53 Adoioocont 

54 Sermon's grown 

55 Kudo* 

55 Cobbler's 

concern 
W Couptf— 

63 Horae race 
07 Marouto de — 

68 Destroyed 
89 Rodpe abor. 

70 Oljfcewoikgr. 
bushy ' 


Lest Week’s Ciypleiriae 

1. K seemed to be all too odd to tho bookie whoa he looked to 
sen the lime was ten to one. 

2. Instructor Caught class of young swimmers how to make 
butterfly kick for their backetroko. 

3. Claustrophobic rodeo down bad a panic attack when told 
to take bis turn in the barrel. 

4. Why do shorts usually ride up while pants drop down? 


DOWN 
1 Lkno 
2&M 

3 — room 

4 QKeSy 

5 Recants 

B Andsolonh eocr 

7 Crows 

8 CavtterMWM 
it Cherished 

13 Sroryitflsf* him 


14 Ohio hurt 

15 Aver abb*. 


19 Soil gadget 
21 Utterly slupd 
£2 Egyptian 

praaidem. once 

M DroofiMviry 

24 Bargain event 

25 Sroathtng 
Kurds 

28 Deed up 
28 DraRm'ing 

31 In front ol 

32 PuncltKBran 
merit 


33 tar At 
Seasons' 

3* hjndofhal 
35 Quote as amngray 
Mftnlfed 
37 Turn loose 

41 5cwmo9 

42 Actress Jews* 

44 Spoils 

45 Hope or EuborJta 
48 Give off 

■17 PhUowpfiar 
DoKarin 


50 Gordon tool 
!2 — .Magnon 

54 Canons 

55 Horae km 

56 Kitchen ulcrois 

57 Crime 

58 Needs 

91 Th* Wfng there 
63 Get-iro-and-go 
04 Station 
65 *Th* — tin 

Rises’ 

68 DDE's command 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.UZWJTL NHWHYN HXWH XY FN QZH WJLWFA 
ZJ BZLD. XT BFUU K O W A U C UZZD WB 
ZBXYLN HZLDFQK WBWC W$C AWC ZJ BXT 
BYYD. —By Earl Ireland 

3.Z YPEX BSE DJX Y8TT8C YSBL QDVHB 
LXKVXQ EXQX2EYJ. HFTUVBN, JXHF V«J ZD 
JZCl cvz Z GZDVCX EITZLN: YJVYUXG 

QSPF. -BySolTabrokar 


3 . AS D FI 9 EH WEJKLF 1 S BLMMISIO HEF EHJtN 
MSEJ ASDPIS’B CXEWC. CLF MSEJ 
CINGER 60 W 9 BJK. _ By Balkan J.Rugg 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 


enritifl BDaB 

aQCiQ BofiaQ □gragp apaa 
QDQuatiaQe 
□□□nooaci □GDQP^aOQDU 
UDDO noaua flaaa 
HEntma 0ODOB wQDaOQOD 
BBDDQ DQtjUB EODQU ODD 

□uaa noaDGoaquoD oedd 
ano onaeo craaD d ec 
□ aoQCJGa BOQciu paoo 
idupo naana pf5raoa 
aaaan duqi 

iSSSB 1 


4. UP-UP STRING WTOS ATWEL R P - R P EP 
TSSOHU LP.LP EP ANG TIE- —By Ed Huddloea 


idqq qOqOQ nDanogp 

ua Oaao OoonO DBc 



lona 

uacanaDQau 
DDOB SciatfCf UDQBB OQMU 
inoD 


Jsssy , 

cebo poaou aaaao o. 



noo 
nnnn 
on fin n 

GTOCia 

nnnn 

niiit.inn nn 
non Done 


I80VUYT3 

nnonn annn. 

pnDBWnnnnn 
□EM nnfflono 

rmnnna 
□nnaaa 


naan ono 


fssil 03 gSSR 


rronatru fltiB 

nnrannn Bnci^moa 

laobgn nnii rjnno 
innodnoann nmnn 
Jana nnnnn Dilnora 
nnaoo Qnnn 
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Pain in children has been ignored for a long time 

Gulf War health damage remains mystery 


By WUIiUm Mac Lean 
Reuter 


KUWAIT — It is Kuwait, 
early 1991. Pillars of dense 
black smoke spew from oil- 
fields torched by Iraqi 
troops in the dying days of 
the Gulf War. 

Environmental resear- 
chers visiting a hospital 
ward for premature babies 
notice with alarm that air 
filters on incubators are 
clogged with tar from oil 
smoke. 

“If the air was so dirty in 
one of the most sterile parts 
of a hospital, what were 
children on the street 
breathing?” Fatima Abdali, 
a scientist on that April 
1991 visit, now wonders. 

Five years on, no one 
seems to know the answer. 

Scientists say the Gulf 
country could face a rise in 
oilfire-related cancers and 
respiratory diseases in the 
next decade because of the 
long-term effect of severely 
pollute^ air inhaled by resi- 
dents in the nine months 
that the fires burned 

It may also face future 
pollution of the water table 
and continuing air contami- 
nation from the residue of 
millions of tonnes of oil 
spilled onto the desert floor 
during the fires. 

But a climate of secrecy 
and the authorities' desire 
not to alarm the population 
have kept Kuwaitis in the 
dark about problems some 
of them may face in years to 
come from the conse- 
quences of Iraq’s 1990-91 
occupation, they add. 

“There is a lot to be con- 


cerned about and a lot of 
research to be done, bat it is 
very costly," said Jasseai 
Al-Hassan, professor of 
biochemistry at Kuwait 
University. 

“Authorities have not 
wanted to tell the people the 
extent of the damage... To 
me this is disastrous,” said 
Yacoub Al-Sultan. assistant 
director general of the 
Kuwait Institute for 
Scientific Research. 

Kuwait has no record of 
so-called Gulf War syn- 
drome. a mysterious combi- 
nation of ailments reported 
by American and British 
veterans such as fatigue, flu 
and joint pains. Also, 
Kuwait has seen no rise in 
rates of cancer or of birth 
defects. 

But since the war doctors 
say they have noticed an 
increased incidence of asth- 
ma. pneumonia, hyperten- 
sion. cardiovascular dis- 
ease. diabetes and allergies. 
They say data on this has 
- either not. been collated or 
systematised, or. is confi- 
dential. 

The country’s maternity 
hospital repents a 26 per 
cent increase in the national 
incidence of miscarriage 
between 1989 and 1993. It 
says that in the absence of 
research to pinpoint the 
cause. Gulf War pollution 
and stress cannot be ruled 
out. 

Kuwait has conducted 
research into the health 
risks of the crisis. But the 
work has lacked focus, 
detail and coordination and 
suffered lukewarm official 
backing, scientists say. 


The lacklustre effort has 
meant no one knows 
whether or not a health 
emergency lies in store for 
the tiny Gulf country. 

“Wf are almost losing a 
golden chance to under- 
stand a sad phenomenon,” 
said Ahmad Al-Shatti, an 
occupation health physician 
who headed a now-aban- 
doned state research pro- 
ject. 

“We wanted to draw 
lessons from what happened 
and help others be prepared 
in case such pollution hap- 
pens elsewhere.” 

Dr. Shatti's project was 
intended to be a long-term 
study of the health of 2.000 
families to probe possible 
links between health and 
environmental war damage 
such as the oilfires. It began 
in 1991 but petered out for 
lack of state support in 
1994. 

Dr. Shani says moves are 
afoot to revive the study in 
some form, but some 
Kuwaiti officials and scien- 
tists remain bitter "and per-’ 
plexed that research has not 
had a higher priority. 

Hundreds of tonnes of 
potentially carcinogenic 
chemical compounds 
known as poly aromatic 
hydrocarbons and metaJ 
particles were propelled 
into the atmosphere in oil- 
fire smoke or onto the 
desert floor in spilled crude 
oil that formed lakes. 

Despite a big clean-up, 
two million barrels or more 
of residue remains on the 
desert surface or sunk into 
the soil. 

Kuwait has one of the 


world's dustiest climates. : ' 
Asthmatics worry that sum- . 
mer dust storms may whip 
up inhalable oilfire rem- 
nants from the desert that : 
could worsen their condi- . 
tion. 

Government officials 
have repeatedly said that ? 
their post-war health 
research has been adequate - 
and statements that will : 
unnecessarily alarm the .. 
public should be avoided 
They have said they will not 
hesitate to study any issue - . 
causing concern. 

But Dr. Sultan says back- - 
ing for research has been 
uneven. He says he suspects - 
the policy is founded on a . . 
desire not to worry 
Kuwaitis or the expatriates 
who helped rebuild the - 
country. 

“We need precise research . 
work,” urges Maternity J 
Hospital Director Saeed 
Othman. “Tt's a question 
mark. You need to identify ' 
the exact cause.” 

“You cannot simply 
. ignore the problenL..You : 
'need to have’ data,” sad V 
V American cancer specialist^" 
Philip Salem, an adviser to 
the U.S. government on : 
Gulf War syndrome. 

Dr. Salem, on a visit to . 
Kuwait last year, called fix ~ 
a revival of Kuwait's • 
research into oilfire-related - 
illness. 

“There is a myth in the 
Arab World that research is ; - 
a luxury, ‘it is not some- ■' 
thing we need to do for our- - ; 
selves, we can always ” 
import it from fee West’.' 1 - 
he said. “I believe that this ? - 
is wrong.” 


Expert: AIDS wanes in West, grows in Africa and Asia 


By SonaU Verma 
Reuter 


NEW DELHI — The world 
is grappling with separate 
epidemics of the HIV virus 
with fresh cases no longer 
rising in Western nations 
but increasing rapidly in 
Africa and Asia, an AIDS 
expert said. 

“We have two HTV epi- 
demics in the world,” 
Professor Max Essex of the 
Harvard AIDS Institute told 
a conference on infectious 
diseases in the Indian capi- 
tal. 

“We have the epidemic in 


the West, which has some- 
thing of the order of two 
million people infected and 
is plateauing or decreasing. 

“Conversely, if we look at 
the other epidemic, the epi- 
demic of sub-Saharan 
Africa and Thailand. 
India...we see the number of 
people infected is of the 
order of 15-20 million and 
rising, increasing rapidly,” 
Prof. Essex said. 

Prof. Essex said AIDS 
contracted in Western 
nations mainly through 
homosexual contact and 
intravenous drug use was 
spread by HIV1-B, a strain 


of the human immunodefi- 
ciency virus (HTV). 

But AIDS in South Asia 
and sub-Saharan Africa is 
caused by other varieties of 
the virus, HIV1-A, C and E, 
which are contracted almost 
entirely by heterosexual 
contact, he said. 

“Ninety to 95 per cent of 
the disease is not in hetero- 
sexuals in North America 
and Western Europe. 
Conversely, in virtually 
every other pan of the 
world, 90 per cent of HTV 
cases are associated with 
heterosexual contact.” he 
said. 


He said sex education in ” 
developing countries was 
practically non-existent 
compared to AIDS aware- -t 
ness among youths in the - * 

West, a strong reason under- ' : - 
lying unprotected sexual ; : 
activity and the prolifera- ^ 
lion of HTV infection. 

Prof. Essex cautioned 
researchers against comp' 3 ' ' : 
cency, saying most plann^T- 
vaccines and therapy for ■* - 

AIDS were developed in the : 
West and were consequent- 
iy geared io dealing wiih . 
HTVl-B alone. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Iron pyrites (FeS) or copper pyrites (CuFeS). 
“Pyrites" is a common term for either. Often mistaken by 
early prospectors for gold ore, it can sometimes be seen in 
a lump of coal. 

2. Mary Tudor (1516-1558). 

3. Mammoth. Could be 11 to 12 feet high, and tusks 
could be 13 feet long. Lived during the Ice Age. and bod- 
ies have been discovered preserved in the ice in Siberia. 

4. William Joyce. An American who became a British 
citizen, he made propaganda broadcasts for Germany. He 
was found guilty of treason, and hanged. 

5. Two groups of political parties who served in the leg- 
islative assembly. The Mountain (consisting of the 
Jacobites and Cordeliers) were in the highest part of the 
hall on the speaker's left. The plain (consisting of more 
conservative members) were in the low central section and’ 
to the right of the speaker. Some historians believe that the 
“left” and “right” used as terms for political parties was 
derived from this. 

6. Horse chestnut. 

7. Gives up his throne. 

8. Because there are so many Buddhist priests to be seen 
there, all wearing their yellow or saffron robes. 


PUZZLES 


The number 


of different ways of spelling out 
GAMES AND PUZZLES 
is 

3432 
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HISTORICAL MOSQUES OF INDIA 



'(it ns 


ACCORDING TO a survey of 
the “Rashtfiya Sahara".an Urdu 
weekly, its editor. Dr. Aziz 
Burney, claims that there are 
about • 350,000 mosques in 
India. Most of these are 
remarkable in terms of archi- 
tecture. But the Shahi Jama 
Masjid, built in the heart of 
Shahjahanabad. die walled city 
of Delhi, is the queen of all 
mosques in terms of both beau- 
ty and architecture. This 
mosque belongs to the Mughal 
era. 

Equally graceful are several 
other mosques built before or 
after die Mughal mosques. 
Mandu’s (Indore) Jama Masjid 
built in the 14th century by 
Hoshang Shah, Bhopal's Taj- 
ul-Masjid, Calcutta's Hpu 
Sultan Masjid, Delhi's 
F&tabpari Shahi masjid, Agra's 
Jama Masjid, are a few exam- 
ples of heritage par excellence 
as far as mosques are concern d. 

The source of Islamic archi- 
tecture can be traced to 1200 
AD., a time when the Slave 
dynasty was at the helm. This 
continued till 1250 AD. After 
that came the imperial rule of 
the Khilji dynasty (1296 A.D. 
to 1320 AD.). Tughlaqs ruled 
in India from 1320 AD. to 
1413 AD. The Sayyids and 
Lodis succeeded them. They 
held power from 1413 AD. to 
1526 AD. The Mughals were 
the last Muslim rulers whose 
empire ended in 1857 AD. 

In the provinces of Punjab. 
Gujarat. Malwa, Bidar, 
Gulbaiga, Jaunpur, Bijapur. 
Golconda, Khandesh, Kashmir 
and Sasaram the rulers built 
some exquisite mosques. In 
terms of architecture, in no 
country was the movement of 
Islamisation more epoch-mak- 
ing than India. 

The exact meaning of the 
word “masjid” is “the place of 
prostration before God." 
Derived originally from the 
somewhat humble dwelling of 
the founder of the creed at 
Medina in Arabia, traces of the 
shape of this domestic habita- 
tion are still to be detected in 
the developed mosque scheme. 
as it is basicaly an open conn-, 
yard surrounded by a pillared 
verandah, in a way an elabora- 
tion and enlargement of an 
Arab's house. 

The original intention was 
not to provide any specific 
structure for devotional purpos- 
es, as prayer can be performed 
in the open air with nothing 
between the devotee and his 
God. But those concerned had 
not calculated on the natural 
craving of mankind for an 
enclosed building in which 
worship could be conducted in 
an appropriate environment, 
away from the distractions of 
daily life, and it was not long 
before a house of prayer came 
into being. 

This began with a rectangular 
open space or “satin”, the four 
sides being enclosed by pil- 
lared cloisters or “lirwans". 
with a fountain or a tank in the 
centre for ablutions, a ceremo- 
ny described as “the half of 
faith and the key of prayer." To 
meet the demands for some 
focal point in the scheme, the 
cloisters on the Mecca side (in 
India on the west) of the court- 
yard were expanded and elabo- 
rated into a pillared hall or 
sanctuary, with a wall at the 
back containing a recess or 
alcove called a "mehrab" indi- 
cating the “qibla" or direction 
for prayer. 

On the right side of the 


“mehrab” stands the “min bat'’, 
or the pulpit while a portion of 
the sanctuary is screened off 
into a compartment for women. 
An elevated platform from 
which the “muezzin" summons 
the faithful to the prayer is also 
a necessity, and usually takes 
the form of a high tower or a 
“minaret" 

In every large town there is a 
pivotal mosque known as the 
“Jumma Masjid” (the collect- 
ing mosque) or as Arabs call it 


earliest event took place in the 
8th century when much of the 
lower Indus came within the 
influence of the Caliphs of 
Baghdad. 

The second and a much later 
event occurred when, in the 
first half of the 12th century, 
the Ghaznavids from 
Afghanistan administered their 
possessions in the Punjab from 
Lahore, where a viceroy occu- 
pied an important group of 
palaces and government build- 


the pattern of Akbar’s mosque 
at Fatehpur Sikri, though the 
interior is closer io the Jama 
Masjid of Agra, Shahjahan was 
prompted to built this mosque 
when Jahangir showed him the 
Fatehpur Sikri mosque that 
truly depicted the grace of the 
Mughal heritage. 

This mosque was the largest 
in the world at the time of its 
construction. Huge mosques 
have been built since then in 
Iraq, Indonesia, Dubai etc. The 



Jama Masjid, Delhi 

“Al-masjid-ul-jamiat”. This 
designation is given to the 
mosque where the faithfuls 
attend the Friday afternoon 
prayers. During the Muslim 
rule in India, the architecture 
had undergone many changes. 
Mosques are a fine example of 
that. 

With the establishment of 
(heir capital at Delhi, towards 
the end of the 12th century, the 
architectural models of Islam 
began to be introduced in India. 
Prior to this, two instances of 
penetration by Muslims are 
recorded in which buildings 
according to Islamic needs 
were erected, but of these no 
actual traces remain, although 
the traditions still survive. The 


MazratbaJ Mosque, Srinagar (Kashmir) 


ings for this purpose. These 
were almost destroyed by the 
invaders of Ghor in the same 
century. But the real impact 
was made in the 13tb century 
only with the Slave dynasty 
ruler Qutub-ud-Din Aibak 
occupied the throne in Delhi. 

Jama Masjid 

India's largest mosque, the 
Jama Masjid, lies about 400 
metres to the west of the Red 
Fort that was built by 
Shahjahan in 1656 in six years 
at a cost of 1 million rupees. 
Shahjahan called it the 
“Masjid-e-Jahanuma” (the 
mosque displaying the world), 
claiming that he had built it on 


architect of this grand mosque 
was Ustad Khalil. Above each 
entrance to the prayer cham- 
ber's side wings are marble 
parels inlaid with a lengthy 
black stone with Persian 
inscriptions written by the 
famous calligrapher of 
Shahjahan’s time. Noorullah 
Ahmed. These verses extol the 
magnificance of the mosque, 
besides lavishly praising 
Shahjahan. 

An eminent feature of this 
mosque is its shaiply neat and 
gracefully imposing appear- 
ance from whatever angle one 
looks at it Its massive and 
artistic domes differ from the 
other pre-Mughal mosques in 
the way that the earlier Sultans 
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had black-coloured half domes, 
whereas the domes of the 
Mughal mosques, in compari- 
son. arc nicer to look at and 
craftily built. Mughals mostly 
used marble for their domes 
with stripes of black. Even the 
Shahi Masjid of Lahore built 
by Aurangzeb. is a replica of 
die Jama Masjid. 

Katra Masjid 

One of the most beautiful 
mosques of the eastern region 
of India is in West Bengal's 
Murshidabad district. Known 
as the Katra Masjid. it was built 
by Murshid Quli Khan, the 
diwan and subsequently the 
subedar of Bengal during 1700- 
27. under (he emperorship of 
Aurangzeb. Murshid Quli 
Khan shifted his capital from 
Dhaka (now in Bangladesh) to 
Maqsoodabad in 1705 and 
named it after bimself. He built 
many other edifices also, but 
only to be demolished by the 
later rulers. The Katra Masjid 
alone remained intact. 


Bhopal Mosque 

Taj-ul-Masjid at Bhopal, 
built by Aurangzeb’s daughter, 
is considered to be the most 
beautiful one by the Mughals. 
To some people, it is more ele- 
gant than even the Jama Masjid 
of Delhi. But the same can be 
said about the Mecca Masjid of 
Hyderabad built by Qutub Quli 
Shah, the Bahmani ruler. Then 
the two Jama Masjids of 
Bengalore too are of historical 
as well as architectural impor- 
tance. 

Kashmir Mosques 
The mosques of Kashmir are 


conspicuous by their inimitable 
style of architecture for most of 
them arc built of wood. But one 
such mosque. Charar-e-Sharif, 
was burnt last year by some 
mercenary militants. The tech- 
nique of building wooden 
structures in Kashmir is histor- 
ical and has certain local and 
environmental reasons. A vari- 
ety of cedar tree “deodar" 
(Cedrus Deodara) is the wood 
mainly used. It is floated down 
the rivers to its destination in 
the form of huge balks. 

The Jami Masjid of Srinagar 
was built exactly in 1400 A.D. 
by Sikandar Butsftikan and 
enlarged by his son and succes- 
sor Zain-ul-Abedin. Although a 
considerable portion of rljis 
immense congregational 
mosque from an early date may 
have been composed of brick 
masonry, its interior bas expen- 
sive timber work, and conse- 
quently. on three occasions, 
been damaged by fire. It has a 
courtyard of about 240 feet in 
diametre surrounded on all 
sides by colonnades, the entire 
area being contained within a 
lofty exterior wall making a 
rectangle of 285 feet each side. 

Around the courtyard, a con- 
tinuous arched arcade with a 
clerestory is carried, but in the 
centre of each side the 
sequence of arches is interrupt- 
ed by the imposition of a large 
structure of almost independent 
appearance, having a square 
frontage containing an arch- 
way. while above rises a pyra- 
midal roof and steeple. The 
lofty colonnades extend around 
the entire building, four isles 
deep on three sides and three 
isles deep on the fourth side. 
They are composed of rows of 
pillars each made out of a sin- 
gle "deodar" trunk, varying 
from 25 feel to 50 feet in 



Tbj-ul-Masjid, Bhopal 

height, and as they amount to 
as many as 378 in number, 
some idea of the slender verti- 
cal ity and elongated effect of 
the interior perspective may be 
gained- Kashmir's other 
famous mosque is the “Patthar 
Masjid” (stone mosque), which 
is built with stone as well as 
timber. 

What is most commendable 
about Indian mosques is that 
they are all full of grace and 
only a few are in a dilapidated 
state. The community people 
take care that their area’s 
mosque is well looked after. 
They contribute money etc to 
maintain them. The mosque of 
Nawab Qasira in Qasimjan 
Street of the wailed city of 
Delhi was rebuilt in this man- 


ner. The total cost came to 
about one crore rupees, but the 
people of the nearby locality of 
Ahata Kaley Sahab managed to 
collect the amount. This 
mosque is an architectural 
blend of the Turkish. Arab and 
Indian styles. Similarly, a 
mosque in Bombay's Juhu area 
in the vicinity of the airport has 
been built at a cost of three 
crore rupees, all in pure white 
marble. 

Though it is the Waqf Board 
in India that looks after the 
mosques, but the real help 
comes through the n am mis and 
the community people. 
Incidentally, the Indian govern- 
ment has recently increased the 
salaries of the masjid staff 
almost three-fold. 
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Arab banks under fire 
for failing to merge 


Oman targets higher trade 
surplus in 1996- 2000 plan 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
senior Arab banker Wednes- 
day criticised regional banks 
for foiling to merge to face 
world competition and urged 
local authorities to take mea- 
sures to spur such a process. 

Mahmoud Abdul Aziz, 
chairman of the Beirut-based 
Union of Arab Banks 
(UAB). said mergers had be- 
come necessary to face giant 
banking units emerging in 
Europe and other countries 
integrating their economies. 

“1 bave to concede that 
there is a stronger resistance 
to mergers and changes in the. 
Arab World than in Europe, 
America or other areas,'* Mr. 
Abdul Aziz told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) daily 
A1 Ittihad. 

“We here still have the 
characteristic of thinking only 
of our persona] interests and 
that creates a resistance to 
merger although it has be- 


come the language of world 
banks and the trend gained 
pace in 1995,” he said. 

More than 300 commercial 
banks operate in the 22- 
member Arab League, with 
assets of over $500 billion. 

Arab officials have repe- 
atedly called for mergers to 
strengthen the financial posi- 
tion of national banks and 
expand their operations. 

The calls gamed momen- 
tum, after the Bank for Inter- 
national Settlement (BIS) 
classified Arab states, except 
Saudi Arabia, as high risk 
countries in lending activities 
oo the grounds their banks 
fall short of capital adequacy 
[eve is. 

“We hope the Arab central 
banks will use their powers to 
convince bank owners and 
shareholders of the import- 
ance of mergers," Mr. Abdul 
Aziz said. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz, an Egyp- 
tian. also criticised the BIS’ 


Basle committee for its classi- 
fication of Arab countries, 
saying most banks in the re- 
gion have met its require- 
ment for adequacy, the ratio 
between i shareholders' equi- 
ty and assets. 

Basle, which comprises the 
central banks in leading in- 
dustrial countries, has set the 
minimum adequacy level of 
eight per cent for banks worl- 
dwide to ensure such units 
have enough funds to deal 
with financial crises. 

“Arab banks have met the 
Basle adequacy require- 
ment,” Mr. Abdul Aziz said. 
“Unfortunately the Basle de- 
cisions were taken in a period 
which followed a psycholo- 
gical crisis of international 
banks. I think such a classi- 
fication is wrong and has no 
basis because it assumed all 
Arab states, excluding Saudi 
Arabia, are located in a high- 
risk region." 


Asian tigers urged to give more 
for less developed neighbours 


MANTLA (AFP) — Asian 
Development Bank President 
Mitsuo Sato has called on 
Asia's tiger economies to give 
more to a fast-shrinking fond 
to alleviate poverty in the 
region's poorest countries 
amid reluctance from West- 
ern donors. 

Mr. Sato said U.S. and 
European donors are to meet 
next month in Bonn, Ger- 
many along with Hong Kong, 
Singapore, South Korea and 
Taiwan to discuss reple- 
nishing the Asian Develop- 
ment Fund, which is expected 
to run dry after this year. 

He said the discussions 
would take place “in less than 
ideal conditions” because 
“the overall trend is clearly 
towards a shrinking of the 
total volume of concessional 
resources for development 
assistance." 

The development fund, 
which is replenished every 
five years, is sourced from 
the budget of industrialised 
donors and is loaned without 
interest exclusively to Asia's 
poorest countries on repay- 
ment terms of up to 40 years. 

The fond’s current five- 
year programme, worth $4.2 
billion, runs out at the end of 
1996 and Mr. Sato said he 
was seeking about $5 billion 
for the nexft programme. 

It loans money for projects 
in health and sanitation, 
education and the environ- 
ment, which other private in- 
stitutions and the capital mar- 


kets are reluctant to finance 
because of low investment 
returns. 

“Funds will be available in 
1996. but the question is next 
year.” Mr. £ato said in a 
news briefing at the bank’s 
Manila headquarters. “We'll 
be running out of money.”'- 

Asian Development Fund 
tending last year increased 24 
per cent to $1,455 bOlion, the 
bank said. 

Mr. Sato said that although 
Asia continued to lead the 
world in terms of eoonomic 
growth, the region was still 
home to majority of the 
planet's poorest people, par- 
ticularly in South Asia and 
Indochina. 

He said that while infras- 
tructure projects were crucial 
to Asia's fast-developing eco- 
nomies, funds were needed 
for socially relevant program- 
mes to make the gowth equit- 
able. 

Mr. Sato declined to say 
exactly how much money was 
needed to replenish the 
Asian Development Fund, 
paying the precise amount - 
would be discussed in Bonn 
and succeeding meetings. 

He invoked “Asian soli- 
darity” in urging the region’s 
wealthy nations to do more to 
help their less developed 
neighbours as the United 
States and traditional donors 
from Europe hedged on dona- 
tions due to budgetary prob- 
lems. 

Washington still has to pay 


about $347 million in arrears 
to the current Asian De- 
velopment Fund programme, 
and other donors bave taken 
this as a signal to hold their 
contributions as well. 

U.S. officials have com- 
plained in the past that Asia's 
economic dragons — those 
that have achieved the wealth 
of the industrialised countries 
— were not giving money in 
proportion to their economic 
status. 

“We’re easy targets to get 
cuts. It’s very easy to cut the 
bilaterals (when a donor 
country has budgetary prob- 
lems),'’ said Asian Develop- 
ment Bank chief information 
officer Maurice Bauche. 

Mr. Sato said the participa- 
tion of the Asian tiger econo- 
mies was critical to the Bonn 
discussions. 

But he added that 
Washington's commitment 
was crucial to the survival of 
the Asian Development 
• Fund. The United States and 
Japan are the biggest contri- 
butors to the fond. 

Mr. Bauche said some of 
the Asian tigers, which were 
former recipients of the 
bank’s soft loans, would be 
attending the donors' meet- 
ing for the first time. 

Mr. Sato assured Western 
donors that Asia was not 
“wasting” resources and 
cited the region's “excellent” 
economic performance in 
seeking more funds. 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Jurgovan 


ACROSS 
1 Moved smoothly 
5 Sharif 
9 Styx flows 
through it 
U Cipher 1 

15 — Alto 

16 Reduce in 
intensity 

17 Hurry-up letters 

18 Mobile 
giantess? 

20 Restored 
building, briefly 

22 Follows deuce 

23 Field shelter 

24 Miami maiden? 

27 WWII battle sue 

28 Discriminative 
one 

33 Reclined 
35 Muslim holy 
book 

39 Bistro patron 

40 Vicinity 
42 Expert 
•w Thought 
45 Tabulations 

47 Basic character 

49 Mischievous 
child 

50 Preferences 
52 Poet Teasdale 

54 Denver signora? 
60 Top man 

64 Volcanic output 

55 Slep 

66 Enid parent' 7 

69 — Domini 

70 Angry 

71 On 

72 NM ski resort 

73 Kind of pamt 

74 Pause 

75 Abstract being 

DOWN 

1 Neckwear 

2 Worthless one 

3 Pocatello party 
giver? 

4 Exit 

5 WWII gp, 

6 Mediterranean 
island 

7 Frighten 

8 Baih wear 
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1 55 156 157 


160 161 162 163 
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Yesterday's puzzle solved: 


9 Inferior actor 

10 Blind as — 

1 1 Stun 

12 English school 

13 Mailed 

19 Certain voles 

21 Cheat 

25 Condemn 

26 Guided 

29 Forum dozen 

30 Gary 
grandmothers? 

31 Appear 

32 Comer 

33 Tar 

34 Solo 

36 Sheep 

37 Blvd 

38 After deductions 
4i Lawyer, abbr. 

43 Space gp. 

4fi Part of a min. 

48 Fellows 
51 Alone 
53 Revolve 

55 U S. junsr 

56 Egg-shaped 
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57 — gin fizz 

58 Children in 
'Chihuahua 

59 Ascended 

60 Seethe 


61 Gumbo 

62 Bed support 

63 Satisfy 

67 Evil spell 

68 Inclined 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf state of Oman expects 
its trade surplus to surge by 
nearly 15 per cent in its 1996- 
2000 development plan due 
to an increase in crude pro- 
duction and non-oil exports. 

Figures released by the 
ministry of development 
showed total exports were 
projected to jump in 13.38 
billion Omani riyals ($34.78 
billion) during the fifth plan 
from around 10.52 billion 
riyals ($27.35 bfltion) during 
the fourth development plan. 

Imports were also forecast 
to surge to 10.06 billion riyals 
($26.15 billion) from 7.63 bil- 
lion riyals ($19.83 billion) 
due to an expected economic 
upturn and multi-billion- 
dollar projects within re- 
forms. 


This will boost the pro- 
jected surplus in the trade 
balance to around $8.6 billion 
in the fifth plan from S7.5 
billion in the fourth plan. 

Oman approved its fifth 
development plan last week 
with a lower projected spend- 
ing of 10.09 trillion riyals 
($26.23 billion) compared 
with nearly 10.8 billion riyals 
($28 billion). 

Reduced expenditure, part 
of overall economic reforms, 
slashed the estimated budget 
deficit to around $1.39 billion 
from $5.82 billion. Officials 
said the shortfall would likely 
disappear at the end of that 
plan. 

Government spending re- 
mains the main factor in eco- 
nomic activity in Oman and 


die spending cot is expected 
to be cushioned by a pro- 
jected increase of 87 per cent 
in public and private invest- 
ment to around $18.9 billion. 

Nearly 53 per cent of the 
investment would be pumped 
into the energy sector, mostly 
in a multi-teuion-dollar gas 
liquefaction project that will 
produce around six million 
tonnes of LNG by 2000. 

While the project is set to 
sharply boost Oman’s in- 
come, if will hurt tire balance 
of payments in the short nm, 
according to official figures. 

Interest on .loans to the 
project will combine with 
those to finance reforms and 
a forecast 1.7 per cent growth 
in foreign labour to widen the 
gap in tiie balance of pay- 


Governor says confidence 
In Bahrain remains strong 


MANAMA (R) — Confi- 
dence in Bahrain's financial 
market, largest in the Gulf, is 
strong among banks and 
other financial institutions 
despite anti-government un- 
rest, central bank governor 
Abdullah Saif said Wednes- 
day. 

“Bahrain’s market enjoys 
foil confidence at ail levels,” 
the head of the Bahrain 
monetary agency (BMA) told 
Reuters. 

“Financial institutions in 
Bahrain posted good results 
in 1995 and a number of them 
will reveal their figures in the 
coming days which will prove 
that their results, services and 
operations were good despite 
all circumstances they 
faced.” he said. 

Protests by Shi'ite Muslim 
opponents of the Bahraini 
government broke out in De- 
cember 1994 in support of 
demands for the release of 
political prisoners and the 
restoration of a parliament 


dissolved 20 years ago. 

The unrest died down in 
April after the death of at 
least 13 civilians and three 
policemen in violent clashes. 
It resumed this month but at 
a lower scale. 

A Bahrain-based senior 
banker, commenting on the 
riots, said “anything in any 
country which disturbs the 
natural confidence of the 
(financial) institutions in un- 
helpful." 

Bahrain is the Gulfs major 
financial centre with around 
100 banks including 47 
offshore banking units whose 
assets climbed to $67 billion 
at the end of September 1995 
from $65 billion a year ear- 
lier. 

A new Russian bank, Ros- 
siyskiy Kredit Bank, opened 
a representative office in 
Bahrain last year and Mr. 
Saif said the BMA was study- 
ing requests of international 
banks to open offices on the 
island. He gave no details. 


The central bank governor , 
said Bahrain's market, which 
provides various financial 
services to Arab Gulf states, 
would remain a major finan- 
cial centre in the region de- 
spite pressures from new in- 
ternational and regional mar- 
kets. 

“I think Bahrain's market 
has made positive steps and 
placed itself in international ■ 
markets and the expertise 
which the financial services in' 
the Gulf cannot ignore.” Mr. 
Saif said. 

“The development in man- 
aging institutions and prorid- 
ing various services and 
banking instruments to inves- 
tors and clients will help keep 
institutions developed and 
successful,” he added. 

At least three Bahrain- 


based banks reported higher 
net profit in 1995 including 
Investcorp Bank which post- 
ed record profit of 70.3 mil- 
lion. 

Al Ahli Commercial Bank 
made a record $14 million net 
profit in 1995 and Bahrain 
Middle East Bank reported a 
97 per cent increase in net 
profit to $5.6 million. 

“I think there is competi- 
tion not only regionally but 
also internationally. Any in- 
stitution which is able to 
overcome these challenges 
will succeed," Mr. Saif said. 

“The banking service is 
dynamic. There are always 
challenges but you have to 
qualify yourself... thank 
God, our institutions have 
the expertise to face the chal- 
lenges.” he added. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Honrf Arnold and Mike Arglrion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Remember. Invest wisely 

7 «-?- 


THE BETTER HALF 


6LAS6 


By Glasbergen 



EXOID 


NEARY 


CUSILE 


STESUL 



HOW THE 

MILLIONAIRE MAPE 
HIS FORTUNE. 


Now arrange the ducted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


“Computer tennis is better exercise 
because there’s less stress on 
your knees and elbows.” 


Answer: WITH 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHESS DIZZY CLERGY BANTER 
Answer: Making cakes tor the bake sate left her like 
this — STIR CRAZY 


Peanuts 
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meats to 3-32 billion riyals 
($8.63 billion) at the end of 
the fifth development plan 
from 1.35 billion riyals ($3.51 
billion) at the end of the 
fourth plan, according to the 
figures. 

Oman has been locked in 
reforms to offset a decline in 
oil prices and diversify its 
economy. They include pri- 
vatisations. more incentives 
for the private sector, and 
improvement of investment 
laws. 

The Gulf country, which is 
not an OPEC member, pro- 
duces around 840,000 barrels 
per day (b/d) and officials 
said output would likely 
climb to 880,000 b/d towards 
the end of the fifth develop- 
ment plan. 


HOROSCOPE i J 

FORECAST FOR THURs. 

DAY, JANUARY 25. 19% S l } 
ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 1 

Study into an accepied system - •* ' 
which can assist you in the 
. improvement of your business 
matters. . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Listen carefully to the 

views of partners even though •. - ' 

you are quite sure of your own ' 

and be more cooperative to get 

good results. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) v''.. 

This is a good day to get /" \ ' ' 

started on some venture which '-V' - . " 

can be worked on far into foe " 
future. You will bave greater ’ 
success. _ . . . • 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 21) Plan to get into : 

amusements today which wig 
please you for some time to ’ 
come, and contact compatibles 
to accompany you. x 

LEO: <July 22 to August 21) 

Be more cooperative with 
those who dwell with you, 'and J- 
don't be so concerned with V:-’ ' 
your own personal wishes. ' - 

VIRGO: (August 22 t 0 

September 22) Go after foe ' 
data you need which can help 
you to be more successful i n 
the future. Make a fine hn- 
pression on bigwigs. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to • ■“ 

- October 22) Financial affairs ; ' 
should be first on the agenda f 
this morning, so work consis- 
tently at this time and become '■ 
more successful. * 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are dyna- . 

mic today and have fine ideas 
for gaining your personal aims. . • 
so go after them in a positive’ L-- 
manner. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Sit in foe 
quiet of your study and analyse • [ ■ ■ 
how far you have travelled 
towards your goals and foe 
distance still to be covered. - 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 r • 

to January 20) Get into that :"J.. . ' 

plan with a good friend which i '-' ■ 

can last for some time to come 

today, and both can benefit • 

greatly. «... 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Early handle out- 
side affairs and keep at them 
until you gain fine benefits yon 
desire. Arrive on time for 
appointments. f* 

PISCES: (February 20 to • ' 

March 20) Plan to handle acti- 7 . _ . 

rities which are different from ’j j" 
the norm, but which will last - .. 

quite far into the future. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 

JANUARY 26, 1996 i -j 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Be sure you know what " “ 

you want to accomplish this .£■'.! 
morning, and then make 7— . . 

■"your plans to gain aims i .. . . . 

wisely. r' ' 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May __j ■' 

20) Get in the outside r - 
world early today and get 
much completed for which 

you have little time during 

work days. <■ ■ - 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June =, 

21) Hit on the interesting 
philosophy of life on which 

to best operate, later today, “ - 

and then see a bigwig who 
can help you. 

MOON CHILDREN'. (June 
22 to July 21) Handle 
duties wisely this morning, 
and then you can keep any 
promises you have made 
later this evening. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be a partner and com- 
plete that contract this I 
morning, work cm details 
later today. Outside situa- 
tion should* be studied. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to .T^--. 
September 22) Anything 
which needs your attention '7-=- 
can be handled early today, 
and then you can plan the • . 
future wisely with your > 
partners. ' 

LIBRA: (September 23 toji. 

October 22) This morning 
should be spent at fun or 
sports, and later today you V'* 
can get duties handled well- “cc; 

Avoid heavy expenditure 

of money. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Try 1° 
understand any problems jLv 
which kin have, and cheer UnS J » 
them up; help them to 
solve problems wisely. 5 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novem- \< ■ 
tier 22 to December 21) _ 

This is a good morning to " 
run errands and make visit* . 

which are important. Enjoy \ > r ,. ^ • 

family at home and feel 

content. 

CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) Be mod- 
em in handling monetary 
affairs this morning, and 
later today study into 
periodicals which give good 
suggestions. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 r Qf)y* 

to February 19) Plan how L wljCJ 

best to gain personal wishes 

this morning, and then do 

the tasks required for such ■ '»! 

purpose. p. 1 

PISCES: (February 20 t0 |j 

March 20) Now you under- 

stand what should be com- \Hih_ 1 

pieted today and tonight in j 

order to gain your fondest £ a , ( 

wishes. Then get in touch 

with friends. \ 

Birthst one of January: Garnet — , \ 

Bose Quartz 
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Fokker wins breathing 
space to reorganise 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRJCDAY, JANUARY 25-26, 


• \MSTERDAM (R) — 
Dutch planemaker Fokker 
W.V. Tuesday woo court pro- 
ection from creditors at its 

• Jbree aircraft building units, 
rinning vital time to reorga- 
lise and seek potential part- 
jeis. 

. The future of the 76-year- 
)ld company bad been in 
Joubt since Monday, when 
ts major shareholder, Ger- 
nany's Daimler Benz A.G., 
aid it would no longer pro- 
/ide financial support. 

“Tonight we have asked 
or, and received, protection 
- rom creditors,** Chairman 
3eu Van Scbaik told a news 
inference at Fokker’s Am- 
.terdam headquarters. 

The month-long protection 
jrder effectively gives Fok- 
. :er breathing space to look 


for potential partners for the 
aircraft assembly lines in Am- 
sterdam, which turn out some 
four dozen regional jets a 
year. 

“In the coming four weeks 
we will try to finish work in 
progress. We will take all 
measures to keep as much of 
the company operating as 
possible,” Mr. Van Scbaik 
said. 

During the four-week 
“cooling-off’ period, Fokker 
said creditors would not be 
able to seize goods from air- 
craft plants on which they 
have a claim. 

Effectively splitting the aid 
company in half, Fokker said 
that a group of its other 
smaller businesses, including 
aircraft services, military and 
space equipment operations, 
would not come under court 


protection. 

These units — Elmo (an 
independent unit producing 
advanced electronic units and 
electrical systems), aircraft 
services, special products and 
the company’s 50 per cent 
stake in Fokker Space — 
employ around 3,000 workers 
in the Netherlands, a little 
under half of the company’s 
7,900-strong workforce. 

Both the Dutch cabinet 
and Fokker's board met 
separately in crisis session 
earlier Tuesday in a bid to 
thrash out a plan to salvage 
businesses threatened with 
closure. 

After reporting a record 
first-half net loss of 651 mil- 
lion guilders ($394 million) 
last autumn, Fokker has been 
kept alive through Daimler’s 
financial guarantees. 


Saqer Insurance to offer 
shares for public 
subscription next month 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Saqer Insurance 
Company, the first insurance 
■firm to invite public subscrip- 
tion from among five newly 
registered firms, will place 
1.500,000 shares with a face 
value of JD 1 each in early 
February, a company official 
said Wednesday. 

The founders of the com- 
pany have already raised 25 
per cent of the JD 3 million 
capital, with underwriters 
making up another 25 per 
cent to raise the paid-up 
.capital be paid up in two 
years after registration. 

The company was reg- 
istered in January, three 
months after the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade opened 
registration of new insurance 
companies in line with new 
regulations adopted- in 1994 
that lifted a ban on new 
insurance companies. 


The ban was adopted in the 
early 80s after the govern- 
ment felt that there were 
enough insurance firms in the 
country to meet the demand 
and was lifted after intense 
lobbying by new operators 
who wanted to enter the mar- 
ket. 

Six new companies have 
already been registered — 
the Arab Insurers with a 
capital of JD 2 million, the 
Arab German Insurance 
Company (JD 5 million), the 
Jordan Islamic Insurance 
Company (JD 2 million), the 
Jordan International Insur- 
ance Company (JD 2 mil- 
lion). the Amman Insurance 
Company (JD 2 million) and 
the Saqer Insurance Com- 
pany (JD 3 million). 

The insurance market in 
Jordan is looking forward to 
a boom in business amid ex- 
pectations of intense econo- 
mic activity in the wake of the 
breakthroughs in the Middle 


East peace process.' 

By law, all consignments 
coming into and leaving the 
country should be insured by 
local insurance company. 
This provision protects the 
interest of local firms against 
international competition. 

There are many importers 
who acquire additional insur- 
ance from international firms 
to satisfy the requirements of 
exporters. 

Local insurance operators 
say that there is an increasing 
trend on the part of foreign 
exporters to accept insurance 
offered by Jordanian com- 
panies in view of the strength 
that some of them have ac- 
quired in recent years. 

The founders of Saqer In-, 
sura nee include Aii Farid 
Saad, Yahya Zahran, Ahmad 
Alawout. Ziad Al Majali, 
Nayef Tarawneh, Michael 
Sayegh, Mohammad Barakat 
and Mohammad Haitham 
Nabulsi. 
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Granada wins control 
of Forte after bitter battle 


LONDON (R) — Leisure 
and media company Granada 
Tuesday won control of bote! 
and catering group Forte af- 
ter a batter £3.9 billion ($5.9 
billion) takeover battle. 

Granada said in a state- 
ment that it had received 
acceptances from sharehol- 
ders with 60.89 per cent of 
Forte, with the total still to be 
counted, and so emerged 
victorious from one of the 
biggest and most dramatic 


takeover struggles Britain has 
witnessed in recent years. 

“We are naturally delight- 
ed with the outcome. Sir 
Rocco (Forte) and his col- 
leagues put a powerful and 
spirited defence," an elated 
Granada chief executive Ger- 
ry Robinson said in a state- 
ment. 

“We said from the outset 
that we regarded this as a 
significant opportunity for 
Granada and that we could 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

Following are 

the buying and selling | | 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 

Wednesday. 



One U.S. dollar 

1.3675/86 

Canadian dollar 


1.4808/18 
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Dutch guilders 


1.1906/16 

Swiss francs 


30.44/48 

Belgian francs 
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French francs 
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Japanese yen 
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Danish crowns 
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Singapore dollars 


0.7358/63 

Australian dollars 


7.7325/35 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling 

$1.5100/10 


Gold (ounce) 

$40110/402.60 



realise substantial value from 
it," he added. “Our job now 
is to take full advantage of 
the potential for the benefit, 
of existing and new sharehol- 
ders alike. 

Defeat was a bitter blow 
for Forte Chairman Rocco 
Forte, who had fought tooth 
and nail to preserve the inde- 
pendence of a company 
which traces its origins to a 
milk bar run by his father in 
central London in hte 1930s. 

The writing was on the wall 
for Forte from early Tuesday 
when a key shareholder came 
out in support of Grana'da. 

Fund manager Mercury 
Asset Management, which 
holds more than 14 per cent 
of Forte shares and has a 
similar stake in Granada, 
announced its backing for 
Granada a few hours ahead 
. of the 1300 GMT final dead- 
line for the offer- 

Mercury gave no reasons 
for its decision but is known 
to be an admirer of Granda’s 
management and Mr. Robin- 
son in particular. 

Granada launched an ini- 
tial £ 3.4 billion ($5.1 billion) 
bid for Forte on Nov. 22 and 
sweetened it with a special 
dividend and increased cash 
alternative two weeks ago. 
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King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 609420 
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Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 




Number of lawsuits on returned 
cheques surge to 7,498 in 1995 

☆☆ COURT RECORDS show that lawsuits stemming 
from returned cheques were on the rise consistently since 
1991, but a sharp increase was witnessed last year. The 
number of lawsuits in 1995 totalled 7,498, compared to 
5,959 in 1994. In 1991, the number of such lawsuits was 
2,552. The number rose to 2,660 and 3,821 lawsuits in 1992 
and 1993. According to a Central Bank memorandum sent 
to all licensed banks on Jan. 11, 1996, the number of 
returned cheques during December 1995 was 40,487 for a 
total value of JD 36.35 million, compared to 34,452 
returned cheques for a value of JD 32.56 million during 
November 1995. Within Amman alone the number of 
returned cheques last month was 34,330 for a total value of 
JD 31.93 million while in November 1995 the number was 
29,233 returned cheques carrying JD 28.29 million in value, 
the memorandum said (Al Dustour). 

Refrigerated transport sector suffers 
JD 10 million ioss 

■ trtr JORDAN’S REFRIGERATED transport sector was 
estimated to have incurred JD 10 million of loss in 1995 and 
more than JD 30 million over the past five years. The 
estimates were given by Abdul Rahim Al Jammal, general 
manager of the Refrigerated Trucks’ Services Company in 
the north, who hoped that the Jordanian-Israeli transport 
agreement would provide more opportunities for transport 
to compensate for the losses of previous year. There are 
between 800 and 1,200 Jordanian refrigerated trucks in 
operation (Al Dustour). 

Public shareholding companies 
employ 44,562 workers 

•frit STATISTICS PUBLISHED in the tenth directory of 
the Amman Financial Market sbow that a total of 44,562 
workers were employed by 148 public shareholding com- 
panies at the end of 1994. The number represents one per 
cent of the population of the Kingdom. The companies 
employed 2.876 non-Jordanians, 78 per cent of whom werar 
working for the Arab Bank Ltd. due to its large overseas 
network. Jordan Phosphate Mines Company ranked first, 
as it employed 5,516 workers followed by the Arab Bank 
Ltd with 4,404 staff. The Jordan Petroleum Refinery was 
third with a workforce of about 4,000 (Al Aswaq). 

Housing department carried out 82 
projects costing JD 175m since 1965 

■trtr THE HOUSING and Urban Development Depart- 
ment implemented 82 projects since it was set up in 1965 
until 1992. The projects comprised 15,500 housing units, 
for a total cost of JD 175 million, and covered 1.5 million 
square metres of build-up area. The department’s “invest- 
ment programme” which was started last year includes 
establishing 21 new housing projects at a total cost of JD 36 
million. The programme calls for readying 11,271 plots of 
land at Al Talibeh, *Ein Al Basha ana Abu Nseir in 
Amman Govern orate as well as Salt City. The department 
launched housing projects costing JD 600,000 at Karaklast 
week. The project, known as Al Maij Housing, involves 
readying 206 plots of land that will be organised on a total 
area of 126 dunums (Al Dustour + Al Ra’i). 

Losses from occupational accidents 
estimated at JD 14.6 million 

frit A SENIOR official at the Ministry of Labour 
estimated total material losses resulting from occupational 
injuries in 1995 at JD 14.6 million. He said that as a result 
of 3,492 inspection visits to check on safety measures at 
various factories and workshops, the ministry issued 1,253 
warnings and 872 violation notices and dosed 27 establish- 
ments (Al Ra’i). 
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Agassi shuts down Courier to reclaim No. 


Huber knocks out Martinez to reach Australian Open semifinal 


MELBOURNE (Agencies) 
— Boris Becker has sounded 
an ominous warning to his 
rivals at the Australian Ten- 
nis Open after derailing con- 
fideni young Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in their 
quVrter-final here on 
Wednesday. 

Becker.' who revived his 
ailing form last year appear- 
ing m the Wimbledon final 
and winning the Grand Slam 
Cup last year, destroyed sixth 
seeded Kafelnikov. 6-4. 7-b 
(11/9). 6-1 in one hour 52 
minutes. 

It will be a bank of the red 
heads with Becker facing un- 
seeded Australian Mark 
Woodforde in Friday's semi- 


final. Woodforde. ranked 
67th in rhe world, upset 
seventh seeded Swede Tho- 
mas Enqvist. 6-4. 6-4. 6-4 in 
two hours five minutes in the 
night's final march to reach 
his first Grand Slam semi- 
final. 

Thirty year old Wood- 
forde. playing in his 38th 
Slam, is Australia's first 
Grand Slam semi-finalist 
since Pat Cash here in 1988. 

Earlier. Andre Agassi 
triumphed in a battle of wills 
to blunt pugnacious Jim 
Courier in five sets and re- 
claim the world No. 1 tennis 
ranking. 

Only Michael Chang 
stands between Agassi and 





Switzerland’s Martina Hingis shows her disappointment as she 
loses to S. Africa's Amanda Coctzer (Reuters photo) . 


UNITtP NATIONS 


NATIONS U N 1 E S 

D( MCCt'i) It N PVJ* ill 
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THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF & 
WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST IS 
RECRUITING AT ITS . 
HEADQUARTERS IN AMMAN: 
EDUCATIONAL PLANNING OFFICER, 
GRADE 17. (VN#HQ (A) 08/96) 

FIXED TERM THREE YEARS. (Re-Advertise- 
ment) 


(Monthly take home pay about JD 724 plus de- 
pendency allowance; plus monthly provident fund 
JD 151 payable at the end of service; compulsory 
medical insurance). 

DUTIES: Establishes guidelines for the preparation 
of the Department of Education's workplans. Directs 
the Education Statistics Officer in establishing the 
related data base containing statistical data needed 
for purposes. Coordinates with staff in the other 
Divisions the preparation of the Department's work 
plans especially the biennial workplans and field 
visits plans Develops, in coordination with the staff 
in the other divisions, performance indicators norms 
and standards and the related designs and tools for 
the evaluation of the Department" of Education's 
workplans and programmes Assists in monitoring 
the implementation of the educational workplans 
and m the evaluation of their impact against the 
established norms, standards and performance 
indicators Prepares evaluation reports on the imple- 
mentation of the Department s plans as well as the 
Field's plans. Performs such other duties as may be 
assigned. 

QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED: Advanced uni- 
versity degree in economics and/or planning; Diplo- 
ma of at leasl one year duration, in educational 
planning from a recognised institution. 

EXPERIENCE: A minimum of ten years experience 
in educational planning and administration. 
DESIRABLE QUALIFICATIONS: Competency in 
the use of computers and the related applications. 
Knowledge and competency in the application of 
Education Management Information System (EMIS) 
m planning for the development of the education 
programme 

Candidates are requested to submit a detailed 
UNRWA Personal History form not later than II 

FEBRUARY 1996 to: 

The Office of the Coordinator 
UNRWA Headquarters Amman 
Attention: Personnel Officer 
P.O. Box: 140157 (Bayader Wadi Seer) 
Amman 11814 

Full consideration will be given to disabled candi- 
dates whose disability does not mitigate the effec- 
tive o eriirmance oi the duties of the ;ob. Priority will 
be giver, to fun cuahiiea 'eoistered Palestinians. 


another finals' appearance as 
his title defence stepped up a 
few notches in a rousing. 6-7 
(7/9), 2-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-2 victory 
in a match carried over from 
Tuesday because of rain. 

“The dynamics of our 
match-up is real clear,” 
Agassi said of his f2th meet- 
ing with Courier. “One of us 
is always trying to impose the 
will on the other, to dictate 
play, and when one person is 
dictating play they look like 
ten times the player than the' 
other guy. 

“So when he has raised the 
intensity and I don’t answer 
he can beat me and took like 
the much better player, and 
likewise if I can turn if 
around and play aggressive 
and control the points ail of a 
sudden he looks like a com- 
pletely different player. 

“Really it’s a battle for the 
whole match and who's going 
to control the tempo, the 
pace, the rallies and the 
points, and when he raised 
his level it left me with little 
choice. 


“When you are two sets 
down to a player like Jim 
you're not thinking about 
anything except not being 
embarrassed really... you're 
getting pummelled and 
you're trying everything to 
put up some resistance. 

“It’s easy to feel like a hero 
coming from two sets to love 
down, but the reality of it is 
you don't have a choice but 
to go for everything inside of 
you and hope that it's there." 

Courier, a two-time winner 
here in 1992-93 and looking 
tremendous in the second set 
and part of the third, paid 
tribute to Agassi for digging 
himself out of the hole to 


"My hat’s off to him... he 
came up with the shots when 
he needed them.'' 

It was Agassi's third five- 
set battle at this year's Open, 
but Wednesday’s win was sig- 
nificant — Agassi snapped a 
six-matach losing sequence 
against his long-time rival 
Courier and denied Austrian 
Thomas Muster the chance of 


leapfrogging him to claim the 
top ranking from Pete Sam- 


pras. 

Agassi now meets fifth 
seeded compatriot Chang in 
Friday's’ semi-final. 

Becker rated his straight 
sets demolition of 21-year-old 



50% 

Discount on all 
Hollowware / 
Flatware 
Cooper Ludam- 
SheffiekJ 
Products - England 
Ramadan month 
working hours : 
9:00 am. - 4:00 pm. 
7:00 pm. - 10:00 pm. 
Friday 10:00 am.- 4:00 
7:00- 10:00 pm. 

Jabal Amman 
2nd Circle Tel : 


641117/642397 


cinema 


TEL: 634144 CINEMA 



opened on the Flinders Park 
centre court and play was 
stopped. 

When the match restarted 
about 45 minutes later under 
lights and with the sliding 
roof in place. Martinez slip- 
ped heavily with the score at 
4-2. grazing the knuckles on 
her right hand and slightly 
injuring an ankle. f 

She went on to lose the set 
6-2. and with her forehand 
obviously suffering fell be- 
hind 3-0 in the decider, losing 
I! straight points with a suc- 
cession of drives landing well 
over the baseline. 

The injury was treated but 
Huber, scenting victory, took 
the ball earlier and with her 
forehand at last finding its 
range and direction, kept up 
the momentum to break for a 
third time to take the match 
at 6-1. 


Jim Courier of the U.S. (left) congratulates 
compatriot Andre Agassi after their five set 


quarter-final match at the Australian Open in 
Melbourne (Reuters photo) 


Kafelnikov among his top 
three wins in Australia in 10 
visits Down under. 

"I said after I won my first 
two matches here (both five- 
setters) after struggling hard 
and being down twice that 
maybe that was a good sign 
for me. I worked my way in' 
and 1 had plenty of practice 
on the match courts.” Becker 
said. 

Becker, one of the great 
characters of modern tennis, 
has won five grand slams and 
44 titles in 12 years on the 
tour. 

Becker's windmill serve 
was his main weapon against 
Kafelnikov. The red-headed 
German slammed down 28 
aces against the Russian, who 
had not been beaten in nine 
matches in Australia this 


what makes the difference 
between the greatest players 
and a good player, there's no 
question Boris is a great 
player. 

Woodforde. who finished 
rhe match with Enqvist flat 
on his back at the realisation 
of his achievement, said it 
was a sweet feeling. 

“It's quite incredible, 
words can't describe it and 
it’s so exceptional that this is 
ail in my own backyard." 


Huber knocks out Mar- 
tinez 


summer. 

The triple Wimbledon 
champion, who had won two 
of his previous three encoun- 
ters with Kafelnikov, all in- 
doors. fought back from 1-5 
down to take the second set 
tiebreaker 1 1-9 and swing the 
quarter-final his way. 

Kafelnikov, who spoke 
earlier this week of his confi- 
dence in winning the Austra- 
lian major title, praised 
Becker's performance. 

“I knew it was going to be 
a difficult match... that's 


Germany’s Anke Huber 
ended the Spanish challenge 
in the women’s section of tne 
Australian Open on Wednes- 
day, knocking out number 
two seed Conchita Martinez 
in three sets to go into only 
her second Grand Siam semi- 
final. 


The 21-year-old ninth- 
ranked Huber came back 
from a set down to beat 
Martinez 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 in one 
hour 44 minutes in a match 
disrupted by rain in the mid- 
dle of the "second set. 

Martinez, a semifinalist in 
the last four Grand Slam 
events, bows out with com- 
patriot and third seed Arant- 
xa Sanchez Vicario. who was 
beaten on Tuesday in an ex- 


Learn FRENCH the easy way 


A special programme for business 
people. Flexible hours. 

Please call 645 866. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Modern fashion designer is looking for a 
secretary with high knowledge of 
computer, English (French is an asset) 
and accounting. 

Please send CV to P.O.Box 927248, Amman. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 
IN WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

* The first is a 200 sq.m, independent first floor apartment 
consisting of fwo bedrooms, guest room, sitting room, dining, 
glassed-in veranda, garden and garage. 

* The second is a 220 sq.m, second floor apartment, consisting of 
three bedrooms, guest room, living room, glassed-in veranda. 

Each of the two apartments has independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711,664256 


1) FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

350 square metres, 4 bedrooms, super 
deluxe furniture. Centrally-heated, air 
conditioned. 

For further information please call 811229 - 865229 


2) FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Composed of 3 bedrooms.. 

For further information please call 811229 

Both flats are situated in Jabal Amman 5th Circle 


TEL: 699238 CINEMA 


TEL 677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


Pierce Brosnan 


as 

James Bond 007 


POCAHONTAS 


Shows: 12.30, 2:15 p.m. 
Svlvester Stallone... ..in 


Goldeneye judge dredd 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:05. 8:30. 10:30 p.m. 


Shows: 6:45. 8:30. 10:30 


CONCORD “1” 

* ACE VENTURA "2" 

CONCORD “2” 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 12:30. 2:30, 6:30. 8:!?0. 10:30 


traordinary marathon against 
U.S. teenager Chanda Rubin 
which went to 16-14 in the 
final set. 

In an error-riddled match. 
Martinez had held her game 
together more than a "way- 
ward Huber in the first set 
but then fell behind 3-1 in the 
second when the heavens 


Martinez’ defeat means 
that Spain will be unrepre- 
sented in the women’s singles 
semifinals for the first time 
since 1990. Rubin, the con- 
queror of Sanchez Vicario. 
now plays number one seed 
Monica Seles on Thursday 
for a place in the finals. 

The eighth-seeded Huber 
said she sensed that Martinez 
had lost her concentration 
afrer rhe fall but also recog- 
nised the advantage of play- 
ing indoors- after the break 
for rain. 





Anke Huber of Germany celebrates after winning her quarter- 
final match against Spain's Conchita Martinez at the Austra- 
lian Open on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


CAR FOR SALE 

FOR SALE BY END JANUARY, 1996 

Honda Prelude 2.0 Si, 1987, red. sun roof, 
mileage: 135,000 km. Automatic transmission, 
duty unpaid. $ 4,000 

Contact: 826178 from 0800 - 1330 on work days 
683981 from 1500 -1800 


FOR RENT 

3 luxurious (super deluxe) floors located in 
Abdoun, behind Housing Bank. 

4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, dining, living, 
kitchen, laundry and other extra facilities. 

Tel: 822866 
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Opening lead- Queen of 0 
When you can move freely from 
hand to hand, you mighL be able lo 
afTord wasting entries with guy 
abandon. But when entries are at a 
premium, make sun you use them 
wisely. 
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•PAQJ10987 
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The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


The auction is straight forward. 
Once North shows even minimum 
values. South wants to be in a heart 
game, and the direct route is the 
best way lo get there. 

West leads the queen or dia- 
monde. You can see nine tricks, and 
there are several ways to iry for a 


Cameroon, 

Angola 
out of 
African 


Nations’ 

Cup 


DURBAN (AFP) — CW • 
roon and Angola will now 
pack their bags and go home 
after their 3-3 draw here on 
Wednesday meant both sides 
were eliminated from the 
African Nations Cup. 

Francois Omam-Biyik, 
1990 World Cup veteran, - 
scored with a header in the . 
26th minute, before Joni . 
equalised with a 39th minute 
penalty for the sides to go in 
one apiece at the break. 

Paulano and Quinzinbo "" 
put Angola 3-1 ahead before 
two late goals by Georgets 
Mouyeme and an injury tune 
own goal by Helder meant 
the sides drew 3-3. 


The result meant South 
Africa qualify alng with 
Egypt, wno beat the hosts 1-0 
at the FNB stadium in Johan- ; 
riesburg on Wednesday. 

Cameroon dominated the 
early stages and deservedly 
went ahead when Omam- 
Biyik rose to a cross from 
Marc Foe on the right to head 
past goalkeeper Antonio 
Orlando. 

Angola equalised from the 
spot through Joni, after 
Paulao was brought down in 
the box by Cameroon goi& 
keeper Boukar Alioura. 

7116 crowd of 3,000, pre>^ 
dominantly school childrea| 
who were let in free, werer 
treated to a goal feast in 
second half. . & 


* J 


Angola took the lead in die& 
54th minute through AJvesX 
who drove a fierce left footer - 
from 25 yards past Alioum. ■' 
Angola went further ahead 
in the 78th minute when.. 
Novo Wilson raced through a 
huge gap in the Cameroon 
defence and passed to the 
unmarked Quinzinho who 
side-footed home. 


Cameroon staged a late re- 
vival after bringing on their 
full quota of three substi- 
tutes. They reduced the de- 
ficit in the 80th minute at a 
free-kick when Georges 
Monyeme rounded his mar- 
ker to fire past Orlando. 

Cameroon forced die draw 
in the 92nd minute when 
Biyik headed goaJwards and 
defender Jesus Helder could 
only help the ball on its way 
into the net with a back- 
header. 


* sc; > 


sPacers j 


Soares warns bigger nations: 
Gabon coach Alain da Costa 
Soares, whose team have 
been the surprise package of 
the tournament and have 
already qualified for the 
semi-finals, warned bigger 
nations should not underesti- 
mate them. 

If Gabon win Group C, 
they would stay in Durban 
and play the runners-up of 
Group D, probably Ivoiy 
Coast or Tunisia, on Jan. 28. 

Soares had admitted sooh 
after the team's arrival in 
Durban that most of his play- 
ers coudl be classified as 
amateurs and only handful of 
the 22-man squad had experi- 
ence of playing in Europe. 

“But,” be warned, “this 
fact in itself should not be 
sufficient reason for team's 
with more professional play- 
ers in their ranks to be rates 
above us.” 


10th. Hie problem is that you haw 
only one entry to dummy, an jou 
have to put it to nod use. 

The worst of all is to win the ■» 
of diamonds and lake a trump 


finesse. Barring a singleton king, 
which assures the contract no mat- 
ter what you do. this line works 
only if the king of trumps is with 
East and the suit breaks 2-2, which 
ia against the odds. 

Somewhat better is to use your 
entry lo lake the spade finesse. 
Thai works whenever East holds 


the spade king, and that win occur 
50 perrent of the timet 


But the best line of all is to take 
advantage of dummy's jack of 
Spades. Win the opening lead in 
hand and bang down the ace and 
queen of spades. Now you can win 
Wesfg diamond continuation on Lhs 
table and cash the jack of spades for 
the fulfilling trick, discarding a k»- 
er from hand. TTiat bne (ails only if 
spades break worse than S-3 or dia- 
monds are 6 - 1 , which is consider- 
ably against the odds. Did you spot 
Uie winning play? 


theatre & I Hl5ham . 9 

UN EM A/TEL; 618274-618275 TEL: 625155 


Nadia AJ Jundi. Farouq Fishawi, 
and Mahmoud Hamida in 

The Woman that Shook 
the Throne of Egypt 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


THeplay 

“Ahlan Tatble” 

Welcome Normalieatioi 


Shows: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation call 625155 
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Chicago Bulls forward Dennis Rodman looks 
to pass after grabbing a rebound from New 
York Knkks forward Charies Oakley (right) 


Miller scores 40 points 

* >J te 

as Pacers scorch Suns 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — 
Reggie Miller was hot, hot, 
hot. 

The Indiana sharpshooter 
scored a season-high 40 
points playing just 2 l /5 quar- 
ters as the Pacers built a 
31-point lead and coasted to 
117-102 win over the Phoenix 
Suns on Tuesday. 

“Reggie was on fire and I 
think a lot of guys had good 
nights." Pacers coach Larry 
Brown said. 

Dale Davis had 16 points 
and 11 rebounds and Antonio 
Davis added 16 and 10 for the 
Pacers, who won their 13th 
straight home game despite 
the absence of centre Rik 
Smits (sore foot). 

Charles Barkley had 20 
points and IS rebounds and 
Kevin Johnson added 17 
points for the Suns, who have 
lost five of their last six and 
are 1-3 under new coach Cot- 
ton Fitzsimmons. 

“They kicked us from one 
end of the building to 
another,” said Fitzsimmons. 
"Reggie had a great game." 

Miller was 12 -of- 16 from 
the field, including 6-of-S 
from three-point range. 

“We played well tonight." 
said Miller. “We are getting 
better and better each 
game." 

Indiana opened its largest 
lead at 88-57 on a three- 
pointer by Mark Jackson with 
4:26 remaining. 


free throws with 29 seconds 
left to lift the Dallas Maver- 
icks past the Kings 111-109. 

Kidd, who totalled 29 
points, 10 rebounds and 10 
assists, scored the Mavs’ last 
five points, all on free 
throws. 

Mitch Richmond scored 36 
points and Brian Grant 
added a season-high 24 and 
16 rebounds for Sacramento, 
which had a six-game home 
winning streak snapped. 

In New York, Michael Jor- 
dan scored 33 points and 
Scortie Pippen added 19 as 
the Chicago Bulls won their 
12th straight. 99-79 over the 
Knicks, to improve to a 
league-best 35-3. 

Luc Longley had 14 points 
and 10 rebounds for Chicago, 
which can tie the 1971-72 Los 
Angeles Lakers for the best 
three-loss start (39-3) by win- 
ning its next four games. 

Chicago outrebounded 
New York 48-3? and scored 
29 points off 25 turnovers. 

In Orlando, Shaquilie 
O'Neal scored 20 points and 
Dennis Scott added 19 as the 
Magic won their 28th straight 
home game, 105-90 over the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Nick Anderson scored 17 
points and Penny Hardaway 
added 16 and eight assists for 
Orlando, which remained un- 
beaten in 21 home games this 


season and extended its home 
winning streak to 43 games 
over Eastern Conference 
opponents. 

Trevor Ruffin scored 23 
points. Vernon MaxweU 
added 19 and Lasalle Thomp- 
son grabbed 18 rebounds — 
10 offensive — for Phi- 
ladelphia, which plummeted 
to its sixth straight loss and a 
7-31 .record, worst in the 
NBA. 

In Toronto, Tracy Murray 
scored 16 points and Damon 
Stoudamire added 11 and 11 
assists as the expansion Rap- 
tors beat the New Jersey Nets 
86-79 for their second straight 
win. 

The Raptors held the Nets 
to 31 points in the second 
half. Alvin Robertson re- 
corded a. franchise-record 
seven steals as the Raptors 
forced 27 turnovers. 

New Jersey welcomed 
guard Kendall Gill, acquired 
in a trade for Kenny Ander- 
son. but lost forward Ed 
O'Bannon to a shoulder in- 
jury. Gill scored 1 1 points on 
4-o f- 12 shooting in 37 mi- 
nutes, mostly filling in for 
O'Bannon. 

Shawn Bradley scored 20 
points to lead the Nets, who 
were without forward Jayson 
Williams, who did not travel 
due to a stomach virus. 


“When you have a guy as 
hot as Reggie was tonight you 


NBA RESULTS 


get the ball in his hands and 
you play off of him." said 

Toronto 

86 

New Jersey 

79 

Jackson, who had nine 

Atlanta 

84 

Cleveland 

72 

assists. 

Indiana 

117 

Phoenix 

102 

In Cleveland, the Atlanta 

Orlando 

105 

Philadelphia 

90 

Hawks got 23 points and 10 

Chicago 

99 

New York 

79 

assists from Mookie Blaylock 

Utah 

.96 

Portland 

72 

and held the Cavaliers to just 

Dallas 

111 

Sacramento 

109 


11 points in the fourth quar- 
ter en route to their ninth 
straight victory 84-72. 

Steve Smith added 20 
points for Atlanta, which 
trailed 44-35 at the half and 
61-59 after three quarters but 
limited the Cavaliers to 3-for- 
20 shooting in the final 
period. 

The Hawks are on their, 
longest win streak since tak- 
ing 14 in a row during the 
1993-94 season. 

Cleveland, which had a 
four-game home win streak 
halted, got 17 points each 
from Danny Ferry and Ter- 
rell Brandon. 

In Sacramento. Jason Kidd 
capped his eighth career 
triple-double by sinking two 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

REPUBLIC DAY FUNCTION 
Friday, 26th January 1996 
All Indians and persons of Indian origin and their 
families are cordially invited to participate in a 
function and Open House to commemorate the 
Republic Day of India. 

Time: 6:30 p.m. in the evening 
(in view of Ramadan) 

Date: Friday, 26th January 1996 

Place: Indian Embassy premises, 1st Circle, Jabal 
Amman, behind Malhas Hospital. 


Premier League’s 19th 
week kicks off today 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As the 19th week of the Premier League 
Soccer Championship kicks off Thursday teams will be 
looking to score victories after standings remained totally 
unchanged after the latest matches. 

With only four weeks remaining in the competition A1 
Ramtha are still in the lead but are followed closely by 
titieholders AJ Wihdat. 

A1 Ramtha now have 40 points after their 3-0 win over 
last placed A1 Russeifa who have lost all their matches so 
far and have no points in the standings. They also have the 
worst scoring record at 15-73. 

A1 Ramtha's upcoming opponents will be A1 Ahli who 
are now wellloutside the relegation zone following their 
two consecutive victories. AJ Ahli last beat A1 Jazireh to 
improve their overall points to 25 although remaining in 8tfa 
place. 

Titleholders AJ Wihdat overcame Sahab 2-1 to remain in 
second place. A1 Wihdat will next face 5th placed A1 
Qadissieh while Sahab play A1 Jalil. 

Former champs A1 Faisali remained third and improved 
their scoring record after a 6-0 drubbing of A1 Jain. 

Kufisoum continued their impressive results beating A1 
Baqaa 3-2 to remain in 4th place only one point behind A1 
Faisali. 

A1 Qadissieh remained fifth after they held A1 Hussein to 
a goalless draw. A1 Hussein thus remained sixth and will 
meet Kufisoum Friday. 


Schedule of 19th week 

Thursday 25/1 .............................. Faxsati-Jazireh 

Thursday 25/1 ............ Rnssetfa-Baqaa 

Friday 26/1 ..... — .. — Sahab- Jafil 

Friday 26/1 ............................. Wihdat-Qadissiefa 

Friday 26/1 ........................... Hussein- K nfrsoum 

Saturday 27/1 ................................ AhU-Ramtha 


STANDINGS AFTER 18TH WEEK 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 


18 

12 

4 

2 

29 

6 

48 

Wihdat 

18 

11 

5 

2 

33 

16 

38 

Frisafi 

18 

18 

5 

3 

32 

12 

35- 

Imfrseui 

18 

9 

7 

2 

27 

16 

34 

Qnfisach 

18 

9 

4 

5 

27 

16 

31 

Hbskxb 

18 

7 

6 

5 

31 

16 

27 

Jamvh 

18 

7 

s 

6 

33 

24 

26 

AM 

18 

6 

7 

5 

26 

28 

25 

Baqaa 

18 

5 

3 

19 

24 

42 

18 

Sahab 

18 

2 

8 

8 

14 

26 

14. 

JaM 

18 

2 

2 

14 

21 

58 

8 

RosseHa 

18 

. 


18 

15 

73 

. 


in the second period of their NBA game 
Monday at New York's Madison Square Gar- 
den (Reuters photo) 


Walsh returns to 49ers 
as assistant coach 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Bill Walsh, who guided the 
San Francisco 49ers to three 
Super Bowl titles, is rejoining 
the team as an assistant head 
coach, the !NFL club 
announced Tuesday. 

Walsh will assist with the 
49ers’ offence, a system 
which be constructed in lead- 
ing the team to three NFL 
titles in 10 seasons. Marc 
Trestman will remain as 
offensive coordinator under 
bead coach George Seifert. 

The re-hiring of Walsh 
continues a coaching shake- 
up of the 49ers, who won last 
year's Super Bowl but lost in 
the second round of this 
year's playoffs to the Green 
Bay Packers. 

The 49ers added a quarter- 
backs coach Monday with the 
hiring of Matt Cavanaugh, 
who was a backup for the 
Niners under Joe Montana 
from 1983 to 1985. 

Walsh said his return was 
not a threat to Seifert. 

“I think I have a good deal 
of knowledge, wisdom and 
expertise, which is a re- 
source. This is done in the 
corporate world all the 
time," Walsh said. 


FOR RENT 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Two bedrooms, large kitchen, large (salon + 
dining room + sitting room), master bathroom 
and guest bathroom, central heating and hot 
water 24 hours, TV and VCR + one extra 
channel connected with 3.5 Mt. dish, 1st floor, 
elevator and car parking. 

Located in Shmeisani, Amman, near Red 
Cross International Building. 

Family use only. 

For information please call 679850 Amman 


The BricishCuunril 



5 Input sessions and teaching practice. 
;; Course starts 5 February. 

For experienced and new teachers. 

5 For native and non native speakers. 

■;! Certificate from England. 

i ARABIC for FOREIGNERS 
IS ENGLISH CLASSES 

sj all ages and levels. 

S phone 10,30 to 5 pm (not Thursdays 
i? and Fridays) 

;; Tel: 636147 , 6381 94 , 624686 

Registered in England os a charity no 209131 



m 
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A1 Ahli’s team — will they be able to keep their title hopes afire 

First Division Basketball Championship' 

1st round concludes today 
with Ahli - Orthodoxi clash 


“I'm part of an overall 
resource system that will try 
to field the best possible 
team. I'm just a player in this 
mechanism. I nope it's an 
active, energetic position, but 
not a decision-making role. 
I'm working for George now. 

“The position as I under- 
stand it is to be a resource, to 
help different people. This is 
sort of an emeritus position.” 

Walsh led San Francisco to 
championships in Super 
Bowls 16,19, and 23 before 
he resigned as head coach in 
1988 following the club's 20- 
16 victoiy over the Cincinnati 
Bengals in Super Bowl 23. 
Walsh took over the Niners 
in 1979 and posted a 102-63-1 
mark in his 10 seasons as 
head coach. 

Walsh became a broadcas- 
ter for NBC for three years 
before returning to Stanford 
University as head coach in 
1992. He went 17-17-1 in 
three years. 

Walsh said his friendship 
with Seifert and his dose 
relationship with 49eis owner 
Ed Debartolo and dub presi- 
dent Carmen Policy played a 
key role in bis decision to 
return. 


By AJeen 

Jordan Times 
% 

AMMAN — The tradition- 
al-match of the season be- 
tween all-time rivals A1 
Ahli and A1 Orthodoxi 
awaits basketball fans 
Thursday night at the 
Sports Palace. 

With no agreement 
reached between the Jor- 
dan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) and Jordan Televi- 
sion on live coverage, 
thousands of fans are ex- 
pected to attend the first 
round final. 

Despite the decade-long 
popularity of the clash of • 
the Kingdom's usual top 
two teams, this year is quite 
different after AJ Jazireh 
recently scored a 76-73 up- 
set of titleholders A! Ahli 
and entered the race for the 
title. 

If At Jazireh maintain 
their form, the fight for the 
Kingdom's basketball title 
will no longer be limited to’ 
the two teams who have 
dominated the game for de- 
cades. AJ Jazireh had given 
AI Orthodoxi a hard time 
before losing 72-66 proving 
that the team was no longer 
content with third place. 
Therefore, AI Jazireh’s re- 
sults against both teams in 
the .second round .will be 
crucial in determining the 
winner. 

AI Ahli's defeat to AI 
Jazireh brightened AI 
Orthodoxi's prospects leav- 
ing fans stunned and offi- 
cials happy at the fact that a 
third team was now 
seriously challenging the 
crown. 

AI Ahli had not lost a 
match since 1991. boasted a 
mighty lineup and chal- 


Bannayan 

Staff Reporter 

lenged any team to beat 
them in the next five years. 

In fact, over the decades 
AI Ahli had only lost to AI 
■ Orthodoxi whenever they 
were defeated as both 
teams have maintained an 
unrivalled dominance over 
the game for as long as fans 
can remember. 

Pripr to their match 
against AI Orthodoxi news 
from AI Ahli's camp had it 
that the team and officials 
had somewhat overcome 
the snags that resulted in 
their unexpected defeat fol- 
lowing which AI Ahli had 
contemplated relieving 
Ukrainian coach Sasha of 
his duties. 

However that does not 
seem to be the case at the 
moment and AI Ahli are 
expected to live up to their 
fans' expectations. 

Although missing the 
efforts of centre Naser 
Bushnaq, AI Ahli now 
have a coherent lineup 
headed by veterans Mar- 
wan Ma'touq and Yousef 
.Zaghoul. Ma'touq saved 
his team against AI Jazireh 
netting 26 points including 
7 three-pointers. Team- 
mates include Faisal Nsour, 
Mohammad Shamali. Mar- 
wan Saeedi, Ramez Ham- 
moudeh who have been 


training under their Ukrai- 
nian coach for the past five 
season. 

Sasha had enabled AI 
Ahli to clinch the crown in 

1990 ending AI Orthodoxi's 
dominance of the game 
from 1976-1989. AI Ortho- 
doxi took back the title in 

1991 but AI Ahli came back 
to win in 92, 93, 94. (The 
competition currently 
underway is for the 1995 
season).' 

AJ Orthodoxi also have 
not put their fans' mind to 
rest, after foiling to score 
big wins expected after 
their long training camp 
during which they hosted 
and beat top teams from 
Iraq and Syria. 

They are led by veteran 
Hilal Baraka t, accompa- 
nied by younger teammates 
Mun taser Abultayyeb, and 
a new lineup of promising 
young players like 
Mahmoud Shaban and Fadi 
Saqqa who represented 
Jordan in the World Youth 
Championship. 

AI Orthodoxi now lead 
the standings and a win 
Thursday would un- 
doubtedly boost their 
chances for reclaiming the 
title. 

AI Abli-Orthodoxi 
match will be held at 8:30 
p.m. and will be preceded 
by AI Watani-Jazireh 
match. 


STANDINGS 



P 

W 

L 

SG 

SA 

PTS 

Orthodoxi 

3 

3 

- 

285 

181 

6 

Ahli 

3 

2 

1 

270 

171 

5 

Jazireh 

3 

2 

1 

202 

185 

5 

Jafil 

4 

1 

3 

228 

273 

5 

Watani 

3 

- 

3 

163 

338 

3 


Bemardini close to Monte Carlo triumph 

MONTE CARLO (R) — Pre-race favourite Annin . cost Bemardini 12 seconds. 


MONTE CARLO (R) — 
Surprise leader Patrick Ber- 
nardini of France kept his 
cool and moved close to his 
first victory in the Monte 
Carlo Rally on Wednesday. 

After the two last timed 
stages before the traditional 
night finale, Bemardini in a 
Ford Escort enjoyed a com- 
fortable lead of three- 
mi nurtes and 29 seconds over 
compatriot Francois De- 
lecour in a Peugeot 306. 


Pre-race favourite Armin . 
Schwarz, who has been 
slowed down by transmission 
failure on his Toyota Cetica 
since the race started on 
Monday, was third 4:56 back 
and with little hope of a 
triumph when the winter clas- 
sic ends on Thursday. 

Schwarz kept fighting to 
clock the fastest time in the 
day's first timed stage, a 15- 
kilometre sprint from Clu- 
manc to Lambruisse which 


But Bemardini was back in 
control with the best time in 
the next section over 16 
kilometres from Loda to 
Luce ram which Saw Schwarz 
lose 1:12. 

“It's the transmission 
again," said the German. 
“AH we can do now is keep 
the pressure up, drive as fast 
as we can and see what hap- 
pens." 
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BRITISH EMBASSY 
ANNUAL NOTICE TO ALL BRITISH 
CITIZENS LIVING IN JORDAN 

Have you registered with the British Embassy? If you are a 
British citizen and live in Jordan, please contact the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, in order to obtain a registration 
form. 

If you have registered during 1995, please confirm your 
continuing presence in Jordan by re-registering as soon as 
possible. Please also notify the Consular Section about any 
changes of address and/ or telephone number. Such confirmation 
is m the interest of all British nationals in Jordan, 

If names are not re-registered within three months the Embassy 
will be obliged to consider that those concerned have left the 
country. The names will accordingly be deleted from the register. 

If you are a citizen of a Commonwealth country which does not 
have an Embassy or Consular in Jordan, Please ask the British 
Embassy, Consular Section, about registration formalities. 

The British Embassy is located in Abdonn, near the 
Orthodox Club, Telephone 823100. The Post 
Office Box Number is 87. 

The consulate is open from Sunday to Thursday 
08:30 -12:00 hours. ' 
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! ;Si.«!©!] ©flans tough new gun control rules 

j TiL A' VTV ( AFP) — The Israeli army has ordered settlers 
! ar.j- other civilians holding military-issue weapons to return 
j arms ahead of stria new gun control rales to come into 
j effect in. March, officials said Wednesday. The officials said 
[ si! civilians holding army-distributed guns in Israel and the 
j Palestinian territories must return them and undergo 
| physics! and psychological tests to determine their fitness 
j to bear arms. They said the procedure should take several 
j v/ee!:s. The crackdown was ordered on the recommenda- 
I —on of an official commission set up to investigate the 
j :-s&r»aiy 1994 massacre by a Jewish settler of Muslim 
! v'orsnippers in the West Bank town of Hebron. The settler, 
i 3sruch Goldstein, used an M-I6 issued to him by the army 
rcr self-defence. Tn another development. Interior Minister 
ria?m Ramon announced that gun permits issued to 
c] ,f ;hans would be valid for only three years instead of five. 

: the permit, applicants will have to take shooting 

and present a medical certificate showing they are in 
good physical and mental health, have no criminal record 
oj>d underwent military service. Some 250,000 civilians 
j cv'remly bold gun permits. 

j ' fell jslaras controversial Tehran trip 

j ?C-i4H (R) — German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, 
i r^rauing a controversial policy known as “critical dia- 
■ iogue” with Tehran, plans to visit Iran, his ministry said. A 
! p!ii:stry spokeswoman said the exact date and programme 
! nsd still to be agreed. Mr. Kinkel’s policy of pursuing close 
' German ties with Iran is viewed with suspicion in Washing- 
j ton and has also been bitterly opposed at home. His plans 
I for an Islamic conference were left in tatters last November 
j •'/!»» n -he German parliament voted to exclude Iranian 
! Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati, after Tehran praised 
; assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

! V'? rare defeat for the government prompted Mr. Kinkel 
j postpone the conference. 

1 „ 

I'pjpicisition rejects truce offer 

j ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The Afghan opposition has 
j rejected an offer put forward by President Burhanuddin 
i Rabbani tc halt fighting in Afghanistan during Ramadan, 
i puotedjjv the Pakistani news agency APP, a spokesman 
» i tiie i aiiban student militia said: “The Taliban could not 
j irus: the words and deeds of Rabbani. The offer is aimed at 
j just buying time." A representatives for Hezb-e-Islami, led 
I by fundamentalist chief Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, added: 
i V- nothing from the illegitimate government of Rabbani is 
i it. acceptable to us and the people of Afghanistan.” A third 
{ opposition group, led by Uzbek chief Rashid Dostum, 

: -.vhWi -rontrols several provinces in northern Afghanistan, 

1 iF? dismissed the truce proposal. 

j ; ; v Priai^E’ quizzed girlfriends on massacre 

I 

i FL A '-TV (AFP) — The assassin of Yitzhak Rabin would I 
| i:s‘: rev/ girlfriends if they approved of the massacre of 29 J 
| ?t prayer by Jewish settler nearly two years ago, i 

! >ie daily Yediot Aharonot reported. “Before taking up 
i with n young woman I first ask her what she thinks of , 
Y-p.-uch Goldstein, who I admired a lot,” said Yigal Amir, 
curing a lie detector test following his arrest, die paper 
said. He would cease all contact if the woman failed to 
show the same admiration for Goldstein, a Jewish settler, ' 
, v.vo sunned down at least 30 Muslims in a Hebron mosque 
'*n i-ebruaiy 1994. “According to her reply I knew if I was 
dueling with someone superficial or deep. What counts for 
r..e is rdeoicgy.” he added. He said he found women who 
‘• ore contact lenses or any other kind of artifice" 

BeMm to visit Stockholm 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Palestinian President Yasser 
/’.rnfci and the Israeli minister in charge of the Middle East 
cec re process, Yossi Beilin, will visit Stockholm early next 
wee':, the foreign ministry said on Wednesday. Mr. Arafat 
will attend a prize ceremony on Jan. 30 where Palestinian 
I and Israeli youth organisations will receive the Olof Palme 
Memorial t-und’s annual award for their peace efforts. It is 
nni yet known how long Mr. Arafat will stay in Sweden, 
bj-'i ministry spokesman Helena Bothorp told AFP the visit 
would last “a few days.” During his stay, Mr. Arafat will 
meet wtih Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson and 
F reign Minister Lena Hjelm-Wallen. Talks are expected 
j to focus on the situation in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. 

• The ministry provided no details of Mr. Beilin's visit to 
j StweYuolm, but according to Swedish news agency TT, the 
} •r.:te!i politician is expected to meet with Swedish Coor- 
, din-ion Minister Jan Nygren. Olof Palme was Swedish 
i prime minister In ! 969-1976 and 1982-1986. He was gunned 
j d i! h Stockholm on Feb. 28, 1986. 

i ■ ' i presence of ‘collaborators 1 

i . - CRT i AFP) — This small Mediterranean port went on 
1 r .*ri!:c Wednesday to protest a government relocation 
i p- .ig-ymme that has installed 40 Palestinian “collabor- 
: and their families in the town. “This strike is aimed 

! a: protesting against the defence ministry policy of forcing 
us to take in the families of Palestinian collaborators," 
Deputy Mayor Aharon Lahiani said. He said the town’s 
sc! tools had been closed Wednesday as an initial protest. 

the defence ministry doesn't change its policy, we’ll 
b! : c’t the whole town,” he threatened. “We already have 
•“! collaborators’ families and that’s too many.” The 
defence ministry has relocated hundreds of Palestinians 
y; collaborated with Israeli occupation forces in the West 
or-::!: and Gaza Strip since the former collaborators fled 
death threats. Mr. Lahiani said the presence of the 
Palestinians “threatens to create tensions between Acre’s 
Jcvsh and Israeli Arab residents and to undermine the 
pence id coexistence we have enjoyed." About 10,000 of 
/•■ re’s 50.000. inhabitants are Arabs and the rest Jews. 

i - v-vj 3 issues passport for jailed spy Pollard 

":'2l . VI V (AFP) — The Israeli interior ministry granted 
•;i;:-e",s«tip tc Jonathan Pollard and issued him a passport. 
i i! : canesday in the latest move to gain the release of the 
< icon /ew serving a life prison term for spying for 
i-'t r>. ii’ferior Minister Haim Ramon personally signed; 
tb. . report for Mr. Pollard, a U.S. Navy analyst arrested’ 
iii dovember 5985 and convicted of treason in March 1987 
for passing military secrets to the Jewish state. “We are 
doing everything possible to gain the freedom of Jonathan 
r .iiiand.’’ Mr. Ramon said as he handed the certificate of 
■iri.-.-.nship and passport to Mr. Pollard’s wife Esther and 
'•v-yjis representing the jailed American. 

| slacker says he is sorry 

| C 'TO (AFP) — A man involved in an attack on Nobel 
T- ■ ■■ ■" ; ir.guib Mahfouz said Tuesday he was Sony and 

" ' ' y. il to the prize-winning author, police said. Amr 
_ ::.:‘ud ibrahim, 25, was accused of providing the 
:<* the attacker and was sentenced to life hnprison- 
: or his role in the October 1994 attack, when Mr. 
i r h-'mjz was stabbed in the neck. Two others were 
sc-:*, raced tc death and 11 were given sentences of bard 
from three years to life. Since the attack Mr. 
Tvlrhfc ux, 84, has been unable to write and has been left 
np-.iially paralysed. Mr. Ibrahim said he “repented and 
bis regret in having taken part in the attack. He 
’ : r-rologise to Naguib Mahfouz,” a police spokes- 
- c - i Mr. Mahfouz was accused of blasphemy by 
for many of his writings, especially those in the 


Ciller’s 

coalition 

campaign 

collapses 


ANKARA (AFP) — Tur- 
key’s month-long political 
crisis escalated Wednesday 
when moves to form a con- 
servative coalition govern- 
ment that would bar the way 
to a pro-Islamic party col- 
lapsed. 

Motherland Party leader 
Mesut Yilmaz torpedoed the 
latest talks when he said his 
group would not take part in 
a coalition led by caretaker 
Prime Minister Tansu GUer. 

“We have decided not to 
be a part of a government led 
by a prime minister who has 
brought Turkey to a very 
unpleasant situation today,” 
Mr. Yilmaz told a news con- 
ference. 

Ms. Gller bas been Tur- 
kish premier since June 1993, 
the first woman in Turkey 
ever in the post, but she lost 
her grip on power in elections 
late December which were 
won by the pro-Islamic Wel- 
fare Party. 

Welfare fell short of an 
overall majority, however, 
and has been unable to find a 
coalition partner because of 
its opposition to closer Tur- 
kish ties with Europe and its 
support for a stronger adher- 
ence to Islamic codes. 

Ms. Ciller then suggested 
that she and Mr. Yilmaz 
agree to a coalition which 
involved them rotating the 
premiership, an arrangement 
which worked in Israel during 
the 1980s, but insisted that 
she have first crack at the 
whip. 

Mr. Yilmaz appeared to 
leave the door open to join- 
ing a coalition with True Path 
under a different leadership. 
“If we set up a coalition with 
the True Path Party, it will be 
only under someone else’s 
premiership,” he said. 

Ms. Ciller on Wednesday 
insisted on her premiership. 
“My True Path has more 
seats than the Motherland in', 
parliament, so it is only natu- 
ral that the True Path holds 
the premiership during the 
first period of a rotating pre- 
miership,” she said. . 

Mr. Yilmaz holds Ms. Cil- 
ler personally responsible for 
Turkey’s many problems, 
particularly in the economy, 
including an annual inflation 
rate of 80 per cent (for 1995), 
high unemployment and fore- 
ign debts totalling $73 billion. 

Ms. Ciller accused Mr. Yil- 
maz of preparing to form a 
government with the Welfare 
rather than her own centre- 
right party. 

“There are indications of 
preparations for a Mother- 
land-Welfare government, if 
they are determined to do so, 
there is nothing we can do,” 
she said. 

Mr. Yilmaz, in his reply, j 
reaffirmed that he would be 
involved in talks with Wel- 
fare leader Necmettin Erba- 
kan if other options for a 
government failed. 

“If Ciller wants to evade 
the Welfare’s presence in a 
government, she should give 
up her dreams to become 
prime minister once more 
and agree to the premiership 
of another person to lead a 
Motherland-True Path gov- 
ernment," he said. 

“Or she should just sup- 
port a Motherland minority 
government from outside," 
he added. 

Analysts believe that as 
both Mr. Yilmaz and Ms. 
Ciller appear irreconcilable 
on the premiership issue, the 
chances of their forming a 
coalition that would exclude 
Welfare from the cabinet are 
dwindling. 

Mr. Yilmaz and Ms. Ciller 
1 had been involved in a bitter 
personal feud which peaked 
during the election campaign 
when they exchanged harsh 
accusations ranging from in- 
competence to corruption. 

Since the election there has 
been strong pressure on both 
leaders from several groups, 
notably the business com- 
munity and, according to 
some observers, the country’s 
influential military, to join 
hands in barring the way to a 
government involving Wel- 
fare. 

“The two leaders don’t 
trust each other at all,” com- 
mented Yavuz Donat, lead- 
ing political analyst writing 
for toe Istanbul-based daily 
Mxlliyet. 

“They both fear that if he . 
or she agrees to the pre- 
miership of the other in the 
initial two-and-a-half year 
period of rotating pre- 
miership, the one holding the 
post will betray the other at 
some point.” 

All parties fell well short of 
an absolute majority in the 
parliament. 



RENEWED HOPES: Iraqi women* buy foodstuff in a Baghdad market on Wednesday. The 
Iraqi dinar continued a spectacular recovery in the market, trading at 1,000 dinars to the 
dollar on Wednesday as opposed to 2,650 last week following reports that the government 
was moving towards accepting a deal with the United States under which the country would 
export a limited quantity of oil to raise funds to pay for food and medicine imports (see story 
on page one) (AFP photo) - 


Majali: Self-rule elections free and fair 


AMMAN (Petra) — Palesti- 
nian general elections held 
last week were fair and free 
and the Palestinian people 
voted with great zeal and 
enthusiasm that reflected 
their national unity and de- 
termination to attain their 
national aspirations, accord- 
ing to Dr. Abdul Salam Ma- 
jali, head of the Jordanian, 
team of observers that moni- 
tored the elections. 

Addressing a press confer- 
ence at the World Affairs 
Council on Wednesday one 


day after his return to Am- . 
man from the West Bank, 
Dr. Majali said that the 
Palestinian people displayed 
deep appreciation of His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
voiced their keenness on 
maintaining the strongest ties 
with the Jordanian people. 

“The Jordanian team of 
observers were accorded 
great hospitality and respect 
at the official and popular 
levels and were overwhelmed 
by the strong and unique 
relations binding the Palesti- 


nian and Jordanian people,” 
said Dr. Majali. 

Dr. Majali noted that de- 
spite some obstacles that im- 
peded the process, especially 
in Jerusalem and Hebron, the 
voting went on smoothly. 

He said the elections 
proved that the Palestinian 
people overwhelmingly sup- 
port the peace process, and 
served as a reply to sceptics . 
who had voiced misgivings 
and spread doubts about the 
process. 

Dr. Majali said that Jordan 


would continue to support 
and promote ‘This unique re- • 
lationship with the Palesti- 
nian people,” adding that the 
elections served as a first step 
towards toe creation of toe 
independent Palestinian 
state. 

With reference to Jeru- 
salem Dr. Majali said that 
this question mil be tackled 
with “reason,” adding that 
“Jerusalem is a political case 
which will be tackled in the 
final negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians.” 


Hawatmeh ready to go to Palestinian area 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
exiled head of toe Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) said 
Wednesday he was ready to 
go to toe Palestinian territor- 
ies after Israel gave toe green 
light. 

“Our leaders and officers 
are ready to return to the 
territories,” said Nayef 
Hawatmeh, whose opposi- 
tion group is based in Syria. 

Israel said Saturday that it 
would allow the 400 members 
of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) who live in 
exile to return to the Palesti- 
nian territories for a meeting 
to scrap articles in their char- 
ter calling for toe destruction 
of Israel. 

Mr. Hawatmeh told AFP 
he was opposed to the condi- 


tions Israel was imposing on 
their return. 

“We reject the pressure 
that (Prime Minister) Shimon 
Peres wants to place on the 
Palestinian National Coun-’ 
dl." he said. 

In his peace accords with 
Israel, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat pledged to 
amend the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
charter within two months of 
the inaugural session of the 
newly-elected legislative 
coundl. 

The coundl is expea ed to 
hold its first meeting in later 
February. 

But Mr. Hawatmeh, whose 
group is fiercely opposed to 
toe Israeli-PLO autonomy 
accords, said Mr. Arafat’s 
promises to Israel “are not 


binding on the PNC.” which 
alone has the power to 
amend the charter. 

“Arafat signed the Oslo 
(autonomy) accord with the 
Israelis without obtaining the 
agreement of the PNC,” he 
added. 

The Israeli right-wing 
Likud Party condemned toe 
government’s authorisation 
of Mr. Hawatmeh’s return, 
branding him a “dangerous 
terrorist.” 

But Mr. Peres said he was 
unconcerned. “He can re- 
turn. but it doesn't matter to 
us whether he is in Gaza or 
Damascus, we have oothing 
to gain from him staying in 
Israel,” the premier told 
Israeli radio. 

The leader of another 
hardline group opposed to 


toe autonomy accords, the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, has already 
refused Israel’s offer to re- 
turn. 

George Habasb said be 
would stay away from the 
Palestinian self-ruled areas 
“so long as four and half 
million Palestinians remain in 
exile.” 

• Former PNC Speaker* 
Sheikh Abdul Hamid A1 
Sayeh said Wednesday be 
wanted “written approval 
from the Israeli government” 
before he decided whether to 
take up the offer to return. 
Hie deric has been based in 
Amman since 1967. 

The PNC has 630 members 
.and groups all the PLO's 
factions including Mr. Ara- 
fat’s Fateh movement, the 
DFLP and the PFLP. 


Pakistan plans ties with rebel-held Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan has announced plans to 
establish economic and com- 
munications links with. rebel- 
held regions in Afghanistan, 
ignoring protests from the 
embattled government of 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani. 

A Pakistani team has 
already left for these regions 
to study projects such as re- 
pairing war-damaged roads, 
laying a railway line and set- 
ting up banks with the even- 
tual aim of opening the land 
route to Central Asia, the 
state television said. 

The Afghan Foreign Minis- 
try issued a statement last 
Thursday protesting at what 
it called a visit bv 10 Pakistani 


technicians to areas held by 
the opposition Taliban militia 
in southern and western 
Afghanistan without permis- 
sion from Mr. Rabbani's gov- 
ernment in Kabul. 

It also protested against 
plans, reponed by a Pakistani 
newspaper, for the state-run 
National Bank of Pakistan to 
open branches in those re- 
gions and called such moves 
interference in Afghanistan’s 
.internal affairs. 

Pakistan’s National High- 
way Authority will help re- 
pair the road that will provide 
a link with the former Soviet 
Central Asian states, the tele- 
vision said. 

Experts will also examine 
the feasibility of a plan to lay 


a rail line along that route, it 
said. 

It said the Pakistani gov- 
ernment would set up utility 
stores and bank branches in 
the southern Afghan town of 
Kandahar and Herat in the 
west. 

Lahore in Pakistan will 
soon have direct telephone 
links with tbe Afghan towns 
of Mazar-e-Sharif, Herat. 
Kandahar and Ghanzi, it 
said. 

Afghanistan's telephone 
links with Pakistan have re- 
mained cut off since the guer- 
rilla war against Soviet # 
occupation in tbe 1980s and ' 
toe domestic inter-city tele- 
.phone .system has also been 
destroyed by factional fight- 
ing- 


Mazar-e-Sharif, capital of tod 
northern province of BaJkh, 
is. the power base of anti- 
Rabbni warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, and 
Herat, Kandahar and Ghaz- 
ni, which are also centres of 
provinces with the same 
names, are controlled by the 
Taliban militia. 

The Afghan government 
accuses Pakistan of helping 
the Taliban, whose forces are 
besieging Kabul, aiming to 
topple Mr. Rabbani and in- 
stall a purist Islamic rule. 

Pakistan denies the charge 
and says it has no favourites 
among toe Afghan factions it 
backed during their war to 
oust the forces of former 
Soviet Union. 


Syria, Israel resume talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

since the creation of Israel in 
1948. 

Mr. Barak said an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights was conditional on 
the "depth of peace” that can 
be negotiated with Syria. 

“If we can get fall norma- 
lisation. full open peace with 
open trade, open transporta- 
tion, free flow of goods and 
people over the border, and 
if we get compliance, namely 
including Lebanon and other 
states, if we get into regional 
economic projects and if 
attention will be given to our 
security needs, then we 
would be able to consider 
what is the depth of with- 
drawal that we can afford.” 
he said. 

The return of military ex- 
perts to the table, for the first 
time since talks broke down 
in June, was expected to 
widen discussion but it re- 
mained unclear whether any 
progress could be achieved 


within the context of dis- 
agreements over the agenda. 

U.S. military experts were 
also to attend.’ U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Perry re- 
cently confirmed a U.S. offer 
to send troops as a buffer 
force to the Golan Heights. 

Syria said Wednesday the 
new talks offered a “golden 
chance" for peace. 

Head of the official Syrian 
News Agency. (SANA) Faez 
Saeigh described the talks as 
“a golden chance" and said 
the Syrian team was empo- 
wered to take decisions if the 
Israeli team responded to the 
Syrian demands. 

“We hope that Mr. Barak’s 
presence in Washington will 
provide the needed author- 
isation for the Israeli nego- 
tiating team to take impor- 
■ -* -nrf decisive decisions. 
Regarding withdrawal to 
June 4, 1967 borderlines and 
South Lebanon and estab- 
lishing a balanced security 
system." Mr. Saeigh said. 


Arafat, Peres disagree; 


(Continued from page 1) 


has pledged to do in the 
autonomy agreements signed 
with Israel in September," 
Mr. Peres said Tuesday. 

In tbe September pact. Mr. 
Arafat promised to amend 
the PLO charter within two 
months of the inaugural ses- 
sion of the new Palestinian 
legislative coundl, expected 
to be held in late February. 

A French-based press 
watchdog meanwhile joined a 
chorus of critidsm of the 
PNA for intimidating Arabic 
media during the campaign 
which led to Mr. Arafat’s 
election. 

Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(Reporters Without Borders) 
said independents and candi- 
dates opposed to Mr. Arafat 
and Fateh were largely de- 
nied access to Palestinian-run 
Television and radio. 

It said newspapers also im- 
posed self-censorship on their 
coverage of the first Palesti- 


nian elections. • 

The accusations echoed 
charges by former U.S. Presi- 
dent Jimmy Carter, the most 
prominent of 600 internation- 
al monitors of Saturday’s 
election. 

Journalists worked in “a 
climate of intimidation and 
.fear which is obvious through 
toe way public media have 
covered the elections, and 
the written press also.” said 
Thierry Gravellier, head of 
an RSF mission monitoring 
the campaign. 

“This climate is much more 
obvious, of course, if you talk 
privately with editors.., (one) 
told us very frankly that he 
did not cover the elections 
because it was the only way 
for him to be sure not to be 
arrested. Mr. Gravellier 
told a news conference. 

. No one from the PNA was 
immediately available for 
comment. 


Police evict \ 
homeless in centre 3 
of Tokyo 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japa- 
nese police forcibly 
removed ’several hundred 
homeless people and sym- 
pathisers from an under- 
ground passageway in the 
heart of Tokyo’s commer- 
cial centre Wednesday. 
About 250 police and 400 
private company watch- 
men massed outside the 
passageway before dawn, 
confronting activists from 
non-governmental organi- 
sations and toe homeless 
who bad erected a barn-’ 
cade to keep them out. 
Protected with shields, 
police began their assault at 
>07:20 a.m. (2220 GMT 
Tuesday), as demonstrators 
buried various missiles and 
turned fire extinguishers on 
them. Clashes followed 
and some police were 
slightly injured as they ‘ - 
arrested several demonstra- 
tors and homeless people in 
Tokyo's Shinjuku district, 
the commercial heart of the 
Japanese capital. Police 
tried to avoid violence but 
had to resort to force to dis- - 
lodge protestors and home- . 
less who refused to budge ■ 
shouting “out, police”, “we 
will fight” and “stop tbe ; 

■ violence.” Tbe city author- 
ities plan to build a moving 
walkway through the 100- 
metre underground pas- 
sageway leading to the • 
ultra-modern town hail. 
Hundreds of homeless peo- 
ple* living in cardboard • 
boxes have for several ' 
years made the passageway 
their home. 

Rare species of 
animal captured 
alive in Laos 

BANGKOK- (R) — Con- 
servationists in Laos have- 
found a live specimen of an 
extremely rare and elusive . 
deer-like animal, one of- 
only seven species of mam- 
mal discovered this centu- . 
ry, a Laotian official said 
Wednesday. The animal, 
known as a Vu Quang ox, ; 
was found in a mountain- . 
ous forest in eastern Laos 
near the border with ; 
Vietnam, said Soukata 
Vichit, director of the 
Department of the Envi- ■ 
ronment. The species Pseo- ; ; 
doryx Nghe-tinhensis was 
first discoverd in 1992 in a 
Viet-namese nature reserve ' 
which gave it its name. Mr. 
Soukata, who has only seen . 
a photograph of the animal, 
said be had been told it was : 
a pregnant female, found : 
by a hunter earlier this 
month. **We took it from 
the hunter but it was 
already in a bad situation, it - 
was hurt by the hunter’s 
-dog,” Mr. Soukata told 
' Renters by telephone from 
Vietiane. “We will tty to 
help it. International . 
wildlife experts are now on 
toeir way to the area to see 
it.” he said Last April a^ 
young Vu Quang ox was^ 
found alive in Vie tnam but 
died days later. Tbe species 
resembles a shaggy brown, 
and white deer and is 
known locally as a Sao-La, 
or weaving spindle, after 
its horns. 

Burns’ manager 
denies comedian 
near death 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
George Bums’ manager . 
Tuesday flatly denied a 
■New York gossip colum- 
nist’s report that the leg- - 
endary comedian, who just 
turned 100, is too weak to 
;eat and is near death. “He’s 
’doing as well as can be 
expected for a guy 100; 
years old,” Irving Fein, 
who manages Bums’ busi- 
ness affairs, told Los 
Angeles radio station 
KFWB. “He’s the same as 
he’s been for the last few’ 
weeks since he’s had the 
.flu.” Mr. Fein had previ- 
ously blamed Bums’ bout 
of flu for his failure to 
attend his birthday celebra- 
tions last week. Bums 
turned 100 Saturday and 
Mt Fein said he spent the 
day resting with his family 
at his Beverly Hills home. 








